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Week Ending Friday, October 25, 1996 


Remarks Prior to pa _ 
Prime Minister Rafi 

Lebanon and an ed anes Wa me 
Reporters 

October 18, 1996 


Meeting With Prime Minister Hariri 


The President. Let me say first that I’m 
delighted to have the Prime Minister here 
today. The United States is strongly commit- 
ted to the independence, the sovereignty, the 
territorial integrity of Lebanon. We look for- 
ward to supporting a comprehensive and last- 
ing peace in the Middle East that preserves 
that integrity and a Lebanon that is free of 
foreign forces. We're also committed to sup- 
porting the reconstruction efforts that are so 
important in Lebanon after the difficulties 
of the last year. And I look forward to this 
conversation. 

I should also say in front of the American 
_ that the United States is very blessed 

y the contributions of large numbers of 
Lebanese-Americans, including members of 
our administration: Donna Shalala, the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services; former 
Senator George Mitchell, who is now back 
in Northern Ireland or on his way back; and 
General George Joulwan, who is the com- 
mander of our forces in Europe. So we have 
a lot of ties with Lebanon, and we’re looking 
forward to this meeting. 


1996 Election 


Q. Mr. President, speaking of contribu- 
tions, what is your reaction today to Senator 
Dole’s charge that when it comes to some 
of these foreign political cash contributions 
made to the DNC, that you personally 
haven’t learned the lesson of that national 
nightmare called Watergate? 

The President. Well, let me say two 
things. One—first is, Mr. Panetta and I have 
asked the DNC to review all the contribu- 
tions, as we should have, as we've said, to 
make sure they were appropriate. And we'll 


have other opportunities to discuss this. This 
is not the appropriate forum for that. 


U.S. Military Aid to Lebanon 


Q. Mr. President, the Lebanese Govern- 
ment has asked the United States for various 
pieces of military equipment, including 
tanks—excuse me—helicopters or personnel 
carriers’ aircraft. Do you view their request 
sympathetically, and if so, what would you 
expect to give them? 

The President. Well, the Prime Minister 
and I haven’t had our meeting yet, and the 
Secretary of State and he have discussed this. 
We'll review these things and see what is ap- 
propriate and make the appropriate decision. 
But we have been and continue to be very 
supportive of Lebanon and of the work that 
the Prime Minister is doing to strengthen his 
country and to give it a brighter future. 

Q. Do they need more hardware to guar- 
antee their territorial integrity? 

The President. 1 don’t have any other 


comment at this time. 


1996 Election 


Q. Are you going to let Senator Dole take 
California? 

The President. The people of California 
will determine that. 

Q. What was going to be your first answer? 
[Laughter] 

The President. It belongs to them. 


[At this point, one group of reporters left the 


room, and another group entered. | 
Meeting With Prime Minister Hariri 

The President. First of all, let me say that 
it is a great honor to welcome the Prime Min- 
ister back to the United States and especially 
to have him here at the White House. The 
United States strongly supports the inde- 
pendence, the sovereignty, the territorial in- 
tegrity of Lebanon. And we look forward to 
working with the Prime Minister to build a 
future in the Middle East with a comprehen- 
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sive, lasting peace and Lebanon free of for- 
eign forces. We also want to be supportive 
of the reconstruction efforts in Lebanon, and 
I’m looking forward to having a discussion 
with the Prime Minister about that. 

The other thing I feel I should say to the 
people of Lebanon is how deeply indebted 
the United States is for the contributions of 
Lebanese-Americans. My administration is 
especially indebted because of the presence 
of Donna Shalala in our Cabinet as Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, and former 
Senator George Mitchell, who is our envoy 
to the peace talks in Northern Ireland and 
who is leading them now, and General 
George Joulwan, who is the commander of 
all of our forces in Europe. So we have a 
lot of ties with Lebanon. We want to be as 
supportive of this Prime Minister in his vision 
for Lebanon’s future, and I look forward to 
our discussions. 

Mr. Prime Minister, do you want to say 
anything? 

Prime Minister Hariri. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President. I am really honored 
and pleased to be here and to meet with 
President Clinton and Mr. Christopher. And 
I'm confident that President Clinton will 
help Lebanon in the next future to—and as- 
sist them to regain its independence and also 
will help them in the reconstruction effort. 

Q. Mr. President, can we expect any 
change in the—— 

Q. [Inaudible|—is there any way—T(in- 
audible} 

Q. status of the travel ban on Leb- 
anon anytime soon? 

The President. Well, we're going to—I’m 
going to discuss that with the Prime Minister. 
As you know, we do have numerous people 
from this country coming to Lebanon, and 
our concerns relate to the security. And we 
may be able to work together on that, and 
we're going to discuss that. 








U.S. Sanctions on Lebanon 


Q. Mr. President, is there any way you can 
separate between those restrictions imposed 
on Lebanon—the safety of Americans who 
wish to travel to Lebanon and those who are 
cut out, hurting the Lebanese economy and 
the efforts of the families to rebuild the coun- 


try? 


The President. We're going to talk about 
that. We want to be—we want to be support- 
ive of the Prime Minister’s efforts. And we 
believe that there is a special need for people 
who support freedom and independence in 
the future of Lebanon all over the world to 
help in the reconstruction efforts. 

Q. Elections are next month 





Middle East Peace Process 


Q. Mr. President, what can be done to 
make sure that there is no repetition of ag- 
gression on the Lebanese villages now that 
the humanitarian group found that Israel was 
really the aggressor? 

The President. Well, I think the first and 
most important thing is to make sure that 
Lebanon is a genuine partner in the ongoing 
process of peace discussions in the Middle 
East and to get the reconstruction efforts 
going. If we do it in the right way, I think 
there will not be a repetition. 

Q. Mr. President 

The President. One more, one more. 

Q. Yes, Mr. President, about the Syria-Is- 
raeli negotiations and the Palestinian nego- 
tiations, they have been stalled for a long 
time. What is the United States prepared to 
do to move these negotiations ahead? And— 
we can do that with the Israeli position on 
the commitments that they already made to 
the Palestinians? 

The President. Well, let me say, I think 
that, as a practical matter, the whole peace 

rocess needs to show some movement again 

fore you can expect much to happen on 
the Lebanese front. There has been—there 
have been discussions; the Secretary of State 
has been to the region many, many times, 
and the United States is always concerned 
about the position of Lebanon. 

And let me say, I’m somewhat encouraged 
by the progress of the recent talks, the cur- 
rent ongoing talks with the Palestinians and 
the Israelis. If we can get the whole thing 
moving again, that’s the best thing for Leb- 
anon. We're working on it. 





Nore: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. in the 
Residence at the White House. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks. This item was not received in time for 
publication in the appropriate issue. 


J 
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Message on the Observance of the 
Anniversary of the Terrorist Attack 
in Beirut, Lebanon 

October 18, 1996 


Thirteen years ago, as dawn was breaking 
in Beirut, Lebanon, a suicide-bomber drove 
a truck filled with explosives into a 
compound that housed American Marines. 
More than 240 Americans were killed by this 
single act of hatred. Almost simultaneously, 
a similar assault claimed the lives of dozens 
of French soldiers. 

Now, in this place of repose and respect, 
representatives from over thirty nations join 
to honor these victims and all the others 
around the world who have lost their lives 
at the hands of terrorists. We remember the 
passengers of Pan Am Flight 103, whose 
journey ended in the skies over Lockerbie, 
Scotland. We remember the victims of the 
World Trade Center bombing, and the 168 
innocent people—among them helpless chil- 
dren—who were murdered in Oklahoma 
City. We remember those Americans in Ri- 
yadh and Dhahran, Saudia Arabia, who gave 
their lives in service to our nation. And we 
remember those murdered on the streets of 
Tel Aviv, or poisoned in the Tokyo subway, 
or killed by a car bomb on Canary Wharf 
in London, or assaulted on an Army base 
near Belfast, and so many others who have 
suffered the pain and outrage of a terrorist 
attack. 

This remembrance ceremony is a fitting 
tribute to the victims of terrorism worldwide, 
and I want to thank Carmella LaSpada and 
the “No Greater Love” organization for their 
steadfast commitment to honor and remem- 
ber those victims, as well as the brave men 
and women who have died in service to 
America. For all the positive advances of our 
time, the threat of terrorism looms larger in 
a world grown ever closer. That is why we 
must work together with other nations more 
than ever to prevent terrorists from acting 
and to capture them if they do. And we are 
doing just that. 

But just as important as the strength of 
our policies is the strength of our spirit. To 
the family members gathered at Arlington 
National Cemetery, I know that no words can 
comfort you for the loss of your loved ones. 
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The passage of time will never erode the 
place they hold in your hearts. But let us 
move beyond our sorrow and anger to find 
joy in the memories of those we honor here. 
Let us give thanks for the lives they lived, 
find inspiration in all they achieved, and to- 
gether strive to realize the shining dreams 
they left behind. Let us unite the community 
of civilized nations to stand up for freedom 
and stand against the scourge of terrorist vio- 
lence. 


Bill Clinton 


Nore: This message was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 18 but 
was not issued as a White House press release. 
This item was not received in time for publication 
in the appropriate issue. 


The President’s Radio Address 
October 19, 1996 


Good morning. Today I want to talk to you 
about how we can demand responsibility 
from all our young people by taking firm 
— to stop teens from driving under the 
influence of alcohol and drugs. 

My vision is of an America where we offer 
opportunity to all, demand responsibility 
from all, and build a stronger community 
where everyone has a place. That’s America’s 
basic bargain. That’s how we will keep our 
young people safe and give them the futures 
they deserve. 

We've done a lot to expand opportunity 
for our young people: reducing the cost of 
college loans and improving the terms for re- 
payment, expanding scholarships to college, 
creating millions of new jobs. We've pre- 
served the summer jobs program and created 
AmeriCorps, which gives young people the 
opportunity to serve in their communities 
and earn money for college. I want to do 
more. 

Our balanced budget plan can make 2 
years of college after high school as universal 
as a high school diploma is today by giving 

le a deduction on their taxes, dollar-for- 
dollar, for the cost of the typical community 
college tuition. We offer a deduction of up 
to $10,000 a year for any college tuition and 
permit families to save in an IRA and then 
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withdraw from it, tax-free, to pay for edu- 
cation for their children. 

But we must demand the responsibility of 
our young people as well. Our responsibility 
is to teach them right from wrong and then 
to expect them to act accordingly. So, in our 
welfare reform efforts, we've required teen 
mothers to live at home and stay in school 
or lose their welfare benefits. We went to 
court to support those communities that have 
decided to require drug testing for high 
school athletes. We've imposed a zero toler- 
ance policy for guns in schools. We're taking 
on teen smoking and trying to stop tobacco 
companies from advertising and marketing 
cigarettes to our young people. We've en- 
couraged communities to enforce their tru- 
ancy laws and to adopt new programs like 
school uniform policies and to impose com- 
munity curfews. We supported character 
education programs and drug-free school 
programs be children in our schools all 
across America. These are all ways for par- 
ents and teachers and law enforcement peo- 
ple to set rules, maintain order and dis- 
cipline, and make schools places of learning, 
not violence and destruction. 

Today we're taking another step. Too 
many teens pose a threat to themselves and 
others by drinking and driving. Just last year, 
2,200 young people between the ages of 15 
and 20 died in alcohol-related car crashes. 
Thanks especially to the leadership of groups 
like Mothers Against Drunk Driving and Stu- 
dents Against Drunk Driving, America has 
made real progress in reducing teen drunk 
driving over the last decade. 

But there’s more to do. We have pushed 
for a policy of zero tolerance for teen drink- 
ing and driving. If you’re under 21 and you 
drink, you can’t drive, period. Last year, 
when fewer than half the States had zero tol- 
erance laws, I called on Congress to enact 
legislation making it the law of the land. Con- 
gress acted. 

Since then, 13 more States have adopted 
these strict rules. Now we’re taking final ac- 
tion to demand responsibility from teens in 
all 50 States. Today I am pleased to announce 
that we're issuing a new rule. Every State 
must pass a law making it illegal for anyone 
under 21 to drive with alcohol in their blood. 
If they're caught, their driver's licenses must 
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be suspended. Under the new law passed by 
Congress, States that do not put this into ef- 
fect will lose some of their Federal highway 
funds. 

Now we should take the next step to in- 
crease responsibility among teenagers. Drug 
use is down all across America, but unfortu- 
nately, it is still rising among young people. 
That’s why I have fought to expand the safe 
and drug-free schools program, to get more 
people out there, like D.A.R.E. officers, tell- 
ing our children that drugs are wrong and 
drugs can kill you. That’s why we're requiring 
parolees to pass a drug test or go back to 
jail. If they want to stay out of jail, they must 
stay off drugs. 

I believe we should use the privilege of 
a driver’s license to demand responsible be- 
havior by young people when it comes to 
drugs, too. We’re already saying to teens, if 
you drink, you aren’t allowed to drive. Now 
we should say that teens should pass a drug 
test as a condition of getting a driver's li- 
cense. Our message should be simple: no 
drugs or no driver's license. 

Today I am directing General Barry 
McCaffrey, the Director of our drug office, 
and Secretary Federico Peiia, the Secretary 
of Transportation, to report back to me with- 
in 90 days with a plan for how to do this, 
including legislation if appropriate, and other 
ways to fight the problem of teen drug use 
and driving. 

Let me make one thing clear: Even though 
teen drug use is up, all the evidence is that 
90 percent of our children are drug free. 
They are doing the right thing. They are not 
experimenting. So we're asking them, the 90 
percent who are drug free, to be responsible 
enough to participate in this drug-testing 
program to help us identify the 10 percent 
who are on the brink of getting in trouble 
and get them away from drugs before it’s too 
late. 

Our goal must be to help parents pass on 
their values to their children, to help their 
children to act responsibly, to take charge 
of their lives and their futures. If we offer 
our children more opportunity and demand 
of them more responsibility, America’s best 
days are ahead. 

Thanks for listening. 
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Norte: The address was recorded at 2:52 p.m. on 
October 18 in the Roosevelt Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 19. 


Memorandum on Reducing Teenage 
Driving Under the Influence of Illicit 
Drugs 

October 19, 1996 


Memorandum for the Director of National 
Drug Control Policy, the Secretary of 
Transportation 

Subject: Reducing Teenage Driving Under 
the Influence of Illicit Drugs 

Over the last 4 years, we have worked hard 
to keep drugs off our streets and out of the 
hands of our children. Indeed, the number 
one goal of the 1996 National Drug Control 
Strategy is to motivate America’s youth to 
reject illegal drugs and substance abuse. All 
Americans must accept responsibility for 
teaching our young people that drugs are ille- 
gal and confronting them with the con- 
sequences of using drugs. My Administration 
has elevated the Director of the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy to the Cabinet, 
supported drug testing of high school ath- 
letes before the United States Supreme 
Court, and defended the Safe and Drug Free 
Schools Program from congressional at- 
tempts to reduce its funding. 

Despite the progress we are making in re- 
ducing overall drug use in this country, we 
continue to see increasing trends in drug use 
among teens that began in the early 1990's. 
We, therefore, must still do more to confront 
this deadly problem. 

One of the critical areas where drugs 
threaten the health and safety of young peo- 
ple is on the roads. I have taken a tough stand 
against drinking and driving by young peo- 
ple—calling for and then signing into law a 
tough new “zero tolerance” policy that re- 
quires States to have laws allowing judges to 
take away the driver’s licenses of young peo- 
ple who drive with any alcohol in their sys- 
tem. 

It is equally important that we be tough 
on those young people who drive under the 
influence of drugs. Every driver has the re- 
sponsibility to drive safely and not injure 
themselves or others. The driver’s license is 
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a privilege that should not be available to 
those who fail to demonstrate responsible be- 
havior. Denia! of driving privileges to those 
who engage in illegal drug use can be a pow- 
erful incentive to stay away from and off 
drugs, particularly for teenagers. I believe we 
should consider drug-testing all minors ap- 
plying for driver's licenses and requiring 
them to be found drug-free before they can 
obtain driver's licenses. Young people must 
understand that drug use cannot and will not 
be tolerated. Making licenses conditional on 
the driver being drug-free may prove to be 
an important and effective way to send that 
message. 

State and Federal laws recognize the rela- 
tion between drugs and driving. It is illegal 
in every State to drive under the influence 
of drugs that impair driving performance. 
Seven States have enacted “zero tolerance” 
laws for drugs, which make it illegal to drive 
with any amount of an illicit drug in the driv- 
er’s body. Eighteen States suspend the li- 
censes of persons convicted of drug offenses. 
And the Federal Section 410 program au- 
thorizes grants to States with aggressive laws 
and programs to detect and sanction driving 
under the influence of drugs. 

To ensure that we are using every method 
possible to deter teenage drug use, I am di- 
recting you to develop a strategy to address 
the problem of young people driving under 
the influence of illegal drugs. Within 90 days, 
I would like you to report to me with rec- 
ommendations on steps to be taken in at least 
the following areas: 

(1) Drug testing for minors applying for 
licenses; in particular, please provide 
guidance on how this can best be imple- 
mented, including possible guidance to 
States; 

(2) “Zero Tolerance” laws that make it ille- 
gal to drive with any amount of an illicit 
drug in the driver’s body; 

(3) License revocation for those who are 
found to be driving under the influence 
of drugs; 

(4) License revocation as a sanction for 
other drug offenses; 

(5) How to eliminate obstacles to more ef- 
fective identification and prosecution of 
drivers impaired by drugs; 
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(6) Federal incentives for effective State 
rograms to fight driving under the in- 
ec of drugs; and 

(7) Identification of technologies to assist 

State and local law enforcement in iden- 
tifying and deterring drug and alcohol 
impaired driving. 

Your report should review current State 
and Federal laws and practices in these areas, 
the effectiveness of any such efforts in States 
to date, and any other areas that you believe 
would help to reduce the incidence of drug 
use by teens or driving under the influence 
of drugs generally. In preparing this report, 
you should consult with the Attorney General 
and the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 


William J. Clinton 


Nore: This memorandum was made available by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on October 18, 
and it was embargoed for release until October 
19. 


Statement on Signing the Coast 


Guard Authorization Act of 1996 
October 19, 1996 


I have today signed into law S. 1004, the 
“Coast Guard Authorization Act of 1996.” 
This Act reaffirms our national resolve to 
maintain a strong Coast Guard presence on 
our navigable waterways and around the 
world to fight drugs and pollution, preserve 
life at sea, secure our ports, and ensure the 
vitality of our merchant marine and fisheries. 
This legislation also reaffirms our commit- 
ment to the brave men and women of the 
Coast Guard, who not only serve their coun- 
try so well every day, but stand ready to aid 
in its national defense when called. 

This Act will enhance the Coast Guard’s 
ability to accomplish a number of important 
objectives. 

The Act will strengthen drug interdiction 
by clarifying U.S. jurisdiction over vessels in 
international waters. In particular, the Act 
makes clear that persons arrested in inter- 
national waters will not be able to challenge 
the arrest on the ground that the vessel was 
of foreign registry unless such claim was af- 
firmatively and unequivocally verified by the 
nation of registry when the vessel was tar- 
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geted for boarding. By eliminating this com- 
monly raised jurisdictional defense, the Act 
strengthens the hand of prosecutors in drug 
smuggling cases. 

The Act also strengthens the Coast 
Guard’s own anti-drug program for maritime 
employees by authorizing civil penalties of 
up to $1,000 a day for violations of the serv- 
ice’s vp Poa regulations. 

The Act reinforces protection of the envi- 
ronment, including commercial and Native 
American subsistence fisheries, from plastic 
pollution and oil spills. It contains needed 
amendments to the Oil Pollution Act’s finan- 
cial responsibility requirements for “offshore 
facilities,” which will enable the Federal 
Government to issue fair and workable regu- 
lations while ensuring that responsible par- 
ties provide adequate resources to pay for 
any oil spill-related costs. The Act fully pre- 
serves the Federal Government's right to re- 
cover the costs of oil spills from responsible 
parties. 

The Act also contains new requirements 
for inspections of vessel waste reception fa- 
cilities and requires additional safety equip- 
ment on non-self propelled barges. And it 
simplifies the regulatory structure for the Na- 
tion’s only deepwater oil port without sac- 
rificing safety. This port provides a means 
of transporting oil to the Gulf Coast that is 
environmentally preferable to transferring oil 
between vessels at sea. With these protec- 
tions, our national fisheries will be better 
safeguarded. 

The Act enhances the competitiveness of 
the U.S. maritime industry by adopting inter- 
national safety standards for oceangoing ves- 
sels when such standards are comparable to 
Coast Guard safety standards. And it pro- 
vides authority to the Coast Guard to take 
actions that will increase safety on the navi- 
gable waterways, including authority to pro- 
vide rescue diver training to its helicopter 
crews and authority to transfer funds from 
the highway program to repair bridges that 
obstruct navigation. 

Coast Guard efficiency and quality of life 
are also improved by this Act through initia- 
tives for new housing, child development 
services, expanded recycling, health care 
services, and officer promotion and reten- 
tion. 
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One section of the Act, Section 1002, 
raises a constitutional concern. This section 
establishes a committee empowered to select 
the entities to which certain historic light- 
houses will be conveyed. Because the com- 
mittee members will hold a Federal office 
and because this section vests them with sig- 
nificant authority, they must be appointed as 
officers pursuant to the Appointments Clause 
of the Constitution. The Act, however, pro- 
vides that the Secretary of Transportation 
“shall” appoint four of the committee’s five 
members from among persons _ rec- 
ommended or designated by certain Maine 
officials or organizations. The Appointments 
Clause does not permit such restrictions to 
be imposed upon the executive branch’s 
powers of appointment. Therefore, I will not 
interpret section 1002(d)(3)(A) of the Act as 
binding, and I direct the Secretary of Trans- 
portation to regard the designations and rec- 
ommendations arising from it as advisory 
only. 

In sum, this Act is good legislation that 
will enhance the ability of the United States 
Coast Guard to live up to its motto—“Sem- 
per Paratus:” always ready. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
‘October 19, 1996. 


Note: S. 1004, approved October 19, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 104-324. 


Remarks at the New Hope Baptist 
Church in Newark, New Jersey 


October 20, 1996 


Thank you. Thank you so much, Reverend 
Carter, Reverend Thomas, Congressman 
Payne, Mr. Mayor, Mayor Collins, Congress- 
man Torricelli. 

Ladies and gentlemen, first of all I'd like 
to say, you know, about this time of year peo- 
ple in our line of work are tired on Sunday 
morning. [Laughter] They hurt from head to 
toe. I'm not tired anymore. [Laughter] I 
thank the choir for its magnificent music. 
And I’m glad to see all of you out here in 
this historic church. Dionne Warwick, it’s 
good to see you. 
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Now, when Reverend Thomas said I lived 
in America’s house and he made that remark 
about the White House—{laughter|—well, 
that got my attention. But I’ve tried to make 
it your house, too. 

I want to say a special word of thanks to 
this church for something else, and that is 
that the chief operating officer of our whole 
national campaign is a member of this 
church, Ted Carter, and he’s here with me 
today. Ted, where are you? Stand up. 
Where’s Ted? There he is, back there. He’s 
a very modest person that has such an impor- 
tant job, but you raised him up right here. 
Congratulations. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the message we 
have already heard is the most important 
message we will hear today. But when he 
was alive, President Kennedy used to say that 
we must always remember that here on 
Earth, God’s work must be our own. And 
there are many questions before us now in 
this last Presidential election of the 20th cen- 
tury, and the first Presidential election of the 
21st century. You know them all: Will we 
have more jobs; will we have better edu- 
cation; will we continue to e d health 
care; will we give the little children that came 
to the airport to visit me today a cleaner envi- 
ronment to grow up in, whether they're in 
the inner city or in small towns? But there 
are two great questions in which all others 
can be answered. The first is whether we’re 
going to keep trying to go forward to build 
a bridge to the future together, a bridge that 
everybody can walk across, or are we going 
to say, “You’re on your own, New Hope; I 
hope you do well. I'll come back and see you 
every now and then”? Or are we going to 
say, “No, no, no, we're all in this together 
we're going forward together”? We have to 
decide that. 

The great British poet John Donne once 
said that “No man is an island. Every man’s 
death diminishes me. Never send to know 
for whom the bell tolls, it tolls for thee.” We 
have to ask whether we believe that. I believe 
that. And I believe that all of us will be better 
wher each of us has a chance to live up to 
our God-given capacity. 

I am glad that there are 102 million more 
people working than there were 4 years ago, 
but I’m not glad that there are so many mil- 
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lion who still want to work who don’t have 
jobs. And I won't rest until they do. I’m glad 
that there are more educational opportuni- 
ties than there were 4 years ago, but I’m sad 
that there are still so many children who 
don’t have what they need in their schools 
and for their future. 

And so I say to you, this will be a better 
country if that bridge to the future is wide 
enough and strong enough for everybody to 
walk across. Our obligation is to help each 
other live up to what God meant us to be. 
That’s our obligation. 

The second thing we have to do is to de- 
cide whether we think it is a blessing or a 
curse that we're all so different. That’s really 
the meaning of the pastor’s reference to the 
White House. [Laughter] You know, when 
Hillary and our daughter, Chelsea, and I 
went to open the Olympics in Atlanta, it was 
a wonderful thing. Maybe you saw it on tele- 


vision, where they're all walking out there 
and there were all these groups were going 
by, holding their flags in their different uni- 
forms. They were from 192 different nations 
and national groups. In our biggest county, 


Los Angeles County, in one county in Amer- 
ica there are ple from over 150 of those 
places. It ale be in America all the racial 
issues were black and white. Now, like every- 
thing else in life, it’s hard to see black and 
white. That’s another reason we need to show 
up in church, to be reminded what some 
things are. 

So there we have it. Now, you look at the 
whole world. Pick up the paper this morning. 
Where are they fighting and killing each 
other around the world? Where are they 
even killing each other’s children because 
they're of different religions, different races, 
different ethnic groups, different tribal 
groups? Is it in the Middle East, is it in 
Bosnia—no more, thank God—is it in Rwan- 
da and Burundi, where tribal battles led peo- 
ple to slaughter each other’s children and 
parents, or Northern Ireland, where the 
Catholics and the Protestants still fight over 
what happened 600 years ago? 

And people say to me, why are you so 
upset because a few little churches burned 
in the South? Because I know that deep in- 
side every heart there is a dark spot with a 
capacity to define ourselves and our lives not 
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by who we are, as children of God, but by 
who we are not: Who can we look down on 
today, who can we feel better than today? 
It’s a big issue in this country today. And 
everything I have said about every issue, 
whether it was affirmative action or immigra- 
tion or education, has been driven by my vi- 
sion that this country is blessed by God to 
have so many people in it from different 
oo, different races, different religion, dif- 
erent points of view. 

We are living in a global society. It won't 
be very long before the children in Newark 
will be getting on computers and they will 
be able to research their papers when they're 
in high school out of libraries in Australia 
or Asia. The world is getting smaller. What 
better place to live than the greatest democ- 
racy in human history that has le from 
everywhere in it, when the only thing you 
have to do is be American is to say, “I believe 
in the principles of the Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights. I will obey the law, and I will 
show up tomorrow for work.” That’s the 
other big question. 

Now, whether it’s me or Mr. Torricelli or 
Congressman Payne or the mayor or anybody 
else, there’s a thousand different issues. But 
the real questions: as we look toward that 
tomorrow of the 21st century, whether we’re 
all going to go there together or just let those 
who already have it go there, and whether 
we believe that we still are one nation under 
God, even though we’re one nation of many 
different faiths and religions and creeds and 
tribes and backgrounds. And if we make 
those two decisions right, everything else will 
come out all right. We'll make all the other 
decisions right. 

This preacher up here preached a message 
today. He doesn’t have to tell you the answer 
to every question. He told you, “You get the 
first question right, everything else will come 
out all right.” 

God bless you. On November 5th, be 
there. It is your responsibility. It is your re- 
sponsibility. It is your responsibility. 

Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:32 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Rev. Joe A. Carter, assist- 
ant pastor, New Hope Baptist Church; Rev. Vin- 
cent L. Thomas, pastor, First Gravel Hill Baptist 
Church, Smithfield, VA; Mayor Sharpe James of 
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Newark; and singer Dionne Warwick. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Remarks at a Brunch for 
Representative Robert Torricelli in 
Teaneck, New Jersey 


October 20, 1996 
The President. Thank you so very much. 


[At this point, there was a disturbance in the 
audience. | 


Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Thank you. Wait, wait, 
wait a minute, wait. Okay, wait, we've 
heard—we’ve got your message now. Do you 
believe in free speech? 

Audience member. [Inaudible|—of Cuba 
or your blockade of Iraq. 

Audience member. You were the one re- 
sponsible and 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you. Wait, wait, 
we've heard from you. Now it’s my turn. It’s 
my turn. Free speech. Have you ever no- 
ticed—it’s very interesting, a lot of people 
want free speech for themselves, but don’t 
believe in it for anyone else. All right, it’s 
my turn. 

Audience member. Let the President 

speak. 
The President. Ladies and gentlemen, I'll 
tell you what I’m going to do. I’m going to 
talk, and you can pay attention to her or you 
can pay attention to me. Now, let me, first 
of all, say: 

Audience member. Let’s hear from the 
President. 

The President. Let’s talk about what 
she—number one, we have not killed a mil- 
lion people with our blockade of Iraq. The 
Iraqis—Saddam Hussein could have had 
fe and medicine for his children 3 years 
ago, and he refused to take it. That’s one 
of the biggest lies I ever heard. Saddam Hus- 
sein is oppressing his people, we're not. Sec- 
ondly, Fidel Castro had Americans murdered 
illegally, and that was wrong, too. And I’m 
proud that we have a blockade against people 


who kill innocent Americans. 
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Now, ladies and gentlemen, this is a pri- 
vate event. Whoever is hosting it can let these 
people talk, or you can let me talk. You can 
do whatever you want to do. I want to 
ask 


[ The disturbance continued. | 


Audience member. Get her out of here! 
The President. Wait, wait. Hey, wait, this 
might be interesting. She talked about the 
war on the poor. Fact—facts are inconven- 
ient. We had the biggest drop in child pov- 
erty last year in 20 years. Second fact: We 
had the biggest drop in poverty in households 
headed by women in 30 years. We had the 
biggest decrease in inequality among working 
ple in 27 years. What else should we talk 
about? I like this. This is good. 
Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 


The President. Bye. Goodbye. 
[The demonstrator left the room. | 
The President. | have to tell you, folks, 


I don’t mind people coming to our crowds 
to demonstrate; I just think that free speech 
should be a two-way street. I think it’s fine 
if they come here and say whatever they want 
to say. 

Let me thank Governor Florio and Con- 
gressman Payne for being here. Where's 
Donald Payne? I know he’s here somewhere. 
He came in with us. Thank you, Don, for 
being here. Let me also say that we have, 
I believe, three other candidates for Con- 
gress here: Steve Rothman, Bill Pascrell, 
Chris Evangel. Thank you three for being 
here. I want to thank Senator Lautenberg for 
what he said and for what he’s done and for 
helping me to stand against the onslaught of 
the last 2 years and particularly in his work 
to protect the environment. And I want to 
thank Bob Torricelli for his remarks. I was 
thinking, now would I say that for him if you 
just have one vote to give? [Laughter] Split 
it—[laughter|—vote twice. 

What I would like to say to you is some- 
thing similar, but I think the issue here is 
not one of party so much as country. And 
the question is what the direction of the 
country should be. And we are fortunate, 
really, all the voters in this country are fortu- 
nate in that there is a clear difference, so 
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that people have a real choice. And what re- 
mains is for people to understand the choice, 
understand the practical consequences of it, 
and then to act on it. And that is really what 
must be done between now and November 
5th. 

All of you by coming here and expressing 
your support for Bob and for others who are 
running have helped to make that choice 
clearer for the people of New Jersey. I hope 
you will also do what you can between now 
and the election to talk to family members, 
friends, coworkers, people you know here 
and in other States as well, because this 
choice that we face is very profound and 
should have the input of every single Amer- 
ican who is registered to vote. 

One of the things that concerns me about 
campaigns when they become too negative 
is that a lot of people can then just get kind 
of turned off aay say, “Well, maybe this 
doesn’t have anything to do with me.” And 
what I tried to do in that debate in San Diego 
was to keep going back and answering the 
questions the people were asking so they 
would see it does have something to do with 
them and with you. 

And I have to tell you, I was very proud 
of our country when I met those 123 people 
in San Diego. I thought they did a terrific 
job. They were all undecided voters, and I 
thought they did a very good job of asking 
questions. I only wish that they had had a 
chance to ask 20 more, because they did a 
good job. And I bet if we'd had 120 people 
from New Jersey they would have asked simi- 
lar questions. And that’s the great thing about 
this country and the great thing about this 
process. 

And I just want to say, there may be very 
little more I can say to all of you. This is 
Sunday, and in our church we used to call 
this preaching to the saved. I guess that’s 
what we're doing here today. [Laughter] But 
I would like for you to just think about, again, 
the fact that there are some very big ideas 
which have huge practical consequences to 
people at issue in this election. I said that 
I wanted to create a country in which there 
was opportunity for everyone responsible 
enough to work for it and in which people 
were coming together instead of being di- 
vided by their differences, that I want to 
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build a bridge to the future that’s wide 
enough and strong enough for all of us to 
walk across. 

The other side says they trust the people 
and we trust the Government. And what they 
want you to believe is that anybody who is 
elected to office becomes part of the Govern- 
ment and automatically sort of takes leave 
of their senses, their sensibility, their ability 
to listen to you. If that’s what they think, why 
do they try so hard to stay in the Govern- 
ment? I don’t understand that. [Laughter] 

But this has enormous consequences. My 
view is that the Government is simply a part- 
ner, one partner in America’s great mosaic. 
But there are some things that we can do 
better as a nation if we do them together 
than we can if we’re left to do them by our- 
selves, if you believe, as I do, we should build 
a bridge to the future that ail of us have a 
chance to walk across. That is the only ques- 
tion. 

The fact is that, with the support of Sen- 
ator Lautenberg and Congressman Torricelli, 
we reduced the size of the bureaucracy, the 
number of regulations, more than the two 
previous administrations did. We eliminated 
more programs, altogether, outright than the 
two previous administrations did. But we felt 
that we still had some responsibilities to- 
gether, which included protecting the envi- 
ronment; giving people a chance to get an 
education; investing in our common eco- 
nomic future, including research and tech- 
nology; and growing this country together. 
And the choices are stark. You can see the 
choices we have made by working together. 

Now, if you compare that to the budget 
that I vetoed, even when they shut the Gov- 
ernment down, it’s very interesting. Their 
idea of moving toward the 2Ist century, a 
time when learning is more important than 
ever before, was to enact the first budget that 
ever cut education—$31 billion—cut student 
loans, cut 50,000 people out of Head Start. 
We beat that and just added 50,000 people 
to the Head Start program. Big difference, 
huge consequences. 

Their idea on the environment was to cut 
back on environmental enforcement and also 
to abandon the idea that the polluters should 
pay for the pollution that he or she caused, 
let the taxpayers pick up that bill while we 
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cut back on further cleanups and further en- 
vironmental protection. That’s a huge dif- 
ference. Our idea has been safer drinking 
water, higher standards for food, get chemi- 
cals out of air, give communities more right 
to know, clean up more toxic waste sites in 
3 years than they did in 12. And we want 
to clean up 500 more in the next 4 years 
so our kids will all be growing up next to 
parks, not next to poison. That’s a very great 
difference, and I think I know which side 
you're on. 

’ On Medicare, you know, now they accuse 
of us being Medi-scare. Let me just remind 
you of what happened. When we realized we 
had to make some savings in the Medicare 
program to extend the life of the Medicare 
Trust Fund, the trustees of the fund made 
a certain recommendation. This happens 
every 4 or 5 years. We adopted it and went 
a little beyond it. And we said, “Okay, we'll 
protect Medicare for a decade.” They said, 
“We want to cut 24% times that much.” All 
the hospital associations in the country said, 
we could put 700 hospitals in dire straits if 
you do that. 

Now, those are the facts. When they had 
a chance, that was their approach. They said, 
“We're going to repeal 30 years of a commit- 
ment the National Government made to fam- 
ilies with children with disabilities, to help 
those families stay in the middle class, keep 
working, and maintain their children at 
home. We’re going to repeal the national 
nursing home standards. We're going to walk 
away from the help we're giving to middle 
class families whose parents have to go into 
nursing homes at an average cost of $38,000 
a year.” 

Let’s not forget what the real choices were 
here. Now, that was their preferred policy 
option. So it wasn’t that we weren't willing 
to do the responsible thing; we have done 
the responsible thing; we will do the respon- 
sible thing. But I will never preside over a 
country, if I can stop it, that walks away from 
our common commitment to help people 
who are working hard to build strong fami- 
lies, do decent work, maintain their middle 
class lifestyles, even if they have a parent that 
needs to be in a nursing home or a child 
with a disability. I will never do that. And 
you shouldn’t do that either. 
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So my message to you is simple: We tried 
our approach, and we’re better off. We have 
more jobs, more new businesses, lower un- 
employment, higher homeownership than 
we've had in 15 years, 4 years of declining 
crime rates, declining gun violence rates. 
We're moving in the right direction. 

The last thing we need to do is to go back 
to an approach which tells people they're on 
their own. Should we abandon the safe and 
drug-free schools program or the National 
Government support for it? I don’t think so. 
Did we make a mistake to pass the Brady 
bill and the assault weapons ban and to ex- 
pand the Brady bill’s prohibition on handgun 
buying from felons to people who beat u 
their spouses and their kids? I don’t think 
so. I think we did the right thing. Should 
we keep going? I think we should. 

And so I want all of you to think about 
that and to think about what else you can 
do for Bob Torricelli, not because of Bob 
Torricelli but because of you and because of 
the people you care about and because of 
those little Kids I shook hands with outside 
who couldn’t get in here today. Some of them 
may never be able to go to a fundraiser, but 
they do deserve a right to get a good edu- 
cation, live in a clean environment, have a 
decent job, live on a safe street, and have 
a good future. That’s what they deserve. 

And we are changing dramatically in the 
way we work and live and relate to the rest 
of the world. That’s going to happen regard- 
less. We have to decide how we're going to 
respond to those changes. I want to respond 
to those changes in a way that builds a bridge 
we can all walk across and that keeps us com- 
ing together around our differences. 

So much of the world today is being torn 
apart because people can’t get along because 
of their racial, their religious, their ethnic, 
their tribal differences. We have more diver- 
sity in the United States than any great de- 
mocracy in the world. And it is our meal tick- 
et to the future. 

This is another example in life when by 
doing the morally right thing, we will all grow 
wealthier, we will all grow happier, we will 
all be rewarded by just doing what's right. 
And we can only do what's right if we’re will- 
ing to give everybody an opportunity, if we’re 


willing to rebuild communities and willing to 
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give every family a chance to succeed. That's 
what's at issue in this election. 

So I ask you again, when you think about 
us, do you think about all the efforts that 
have been made? Some of you have been 
coming to these events now all year long, and 
you're probably on your last leg. [Laughter] 
I can tell you this: There is a very high prin- 
ciple at stake here because even a lot of the 
good things that are happening in the world 
today are dividing people. Computers and 
technology and high levels of education, un- 
less they are broadly shared, can help soci- 
eties to become even more divided even as 
they become more prosperous. And I am de- 
termined to see America take advantage of 
these whole country stronger and more co- 
herent. 

We were just over at the New Hope Bap- 
tist Church, Bob and I were, and we're sort 
of in a good humor now. [Laughter] And 
we've got our minds right. And I was just 
reminded walking up there—I don’t know 
why I haven't thought about it in a long 
time—about the magnificent poem by John 
Donne, who said, “No man is an island entire 


of himself. Each is a part of the—a piece 
of the whole, a part of the main. Every per- 
son’s death diminishes me. And therefore, 
send not to know for whom the bell tolls; 
it tolls for thee.” If you believe that, you 
should side with us because we believe we’re 


in this together. 

So Id like to celebrate, scream, and shout, 
but it’s not over yet. It’s a long way from 
over. So I ask you again—I thank you for 
coming here; I promise we'll make it a good 
investment. We'll do the very best we can. 
But every one of you still has someone else 
in this State or in another State to whom 
you can talk between now and the election. 
Every one of you has someone who is on 
the margin of voting—should I or should I 
not—who needs to understand that there are 
huge, practical consequences to their lives in 
the outcome of these elections and that they 
need to show up and be counted. 

So I ask you, if you want to help us build 
that bridge to the 2ist century, build it every 
day between now and election day by finding 
somebody else who will be there and be 
there for people who care about them and 
their future. 
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Thank you, and God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the Grand 
Ballroom at the Marriott at Glen Pointe Hotel. 
In his remarks, he referred to former Gov. Jim 
Florio of New Jersey. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks at the Presidential Unity 
Fund Reception in New York City 


October 20, 1996 


The President. Thank you very much. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you, thank you. 
Thank you so much, all of you, for being 
here. Let me begin by thanking the Members 
of Congress who are here, who were just in- 
troduced, Congressmen Nadler, Manton, 
Engel, Congresswoman Maloney. I know 
that Carl McCall and Speaker Silver and 
Martin Connor and Ruth Messinger I think 
is here and Mark Green. And Judith Hope, 
our State Democratic chairman—I think 
yor’re all here. Thank you. Thank you, Harry 
Belafonte, for being great and for always 
being there for us. And I want to thank Harry 
Belafonte for another thing, the support— 
early support—and strong encouragement he 
gave me to restore democracy and freedom 
to the people of Haiti. Thank you, Harry 
Belafonte, for that as well. 

I'd like to thank Whoopi Goldberg, who 
has been the most faithful supporter of our 
common efforts for the last 6 months in the 
United States. Whoopi emceed my birthday 
party, and she was a stitch, as always, and 
almost made it bearable turning 50, just lis- 
tening to her. [Laughter] And she is a won- 
derful person behind all that good humor. 
And she doesn’t have to do this. She does 
it because she loves her country and cares 
about what happens to other people and their 
lives. And I am very grateful to her for that. 
And Id also like to thank Marlo Thomas who 
spoke earlier, who has been a wonderful, pro- 
gressive force in our country for so long. And 
there’s another terrific actor here who has 
come to a number of our events in the last 
few weeks. And I want to thank him for his 
support and say that I look forward for dec- 
ades more of stellar performances. Mr. Kevin 
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Spacey is here. Thank you, Kevin, for com- 
ing. 

‘i want to thank Chairman Don Fowler and 
our general chairman, Chris Dodd. Thank 
you, Terry McAuliffe. Thank you, Senator 
Bob Kerrey, for not only raising a lot of 
money for the Democrats but for recruiting 
stellar candidates for the Senate. We've got 
a lot of folks out there that you’re helping 
tonight you've never met. But believe me, 
you can be proud of them. They are good. 
I am proud of them, and I thank them. 

To Tom Daschle and Dick Gephardt, let 
me say to all of you, a lot of you in this room 
know me better than you know Senator 
Daschle who’s from South Dakota—which if 
you've never been to South Dakota, I rec- 
ommend a trip there someday. Last time we 
went to South Dakota, they delayed a high 
school football homecoming for an hour so 
I could have a rally in this little town, and 
10,000 people showed up. It rained, they 
stayed, and then they went on to the football 
game. It’s that kind of place. It was absolutely 
wonderful. But I want you to know that Sen- 
ator Daschle and Congressman Gephardt 
have worked very hard to earn the trust of 
the American people, have worked very hard 
to make sure that we were working together 
to move forward in a prudent but progressive 
way, and I believe will fulfill their respon- 
sibilities in a way that will inspire an enor- 
mous amount of support even from people 
beyond the rank and file of the Democratic 
Party if the voters give them a chance to lead 
the Congress in the coming election. 

Let me just say to all of you—I can be 
quite brief about this—most of you know 
what the consequences of this election are 
in specific terms. I mean, if you just look 
at the budget that was adopted in this last 
year, in the last couple of weeks right before 
the Congress had to go home and face reelec- 
tion, as compared to the budget they wanted 
to adopt that I vetoed—they took 50,000 
people out of Head Start; we put 50,000 
more in. They cut the college loan program; 
we wound up with the biggest increase in 
Pell grants for needy college students in 20 
years. That’s the difference. 

They cut environmental enforcement and 
ended the principle that the polluters should 
pay. We vetoed that, and they wound up fully 
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funding our environmental program, setting 
aside the Sterling Forest here on the Atlantic 
seaboard—[inaudible]. We're going to create 
three national parks in the Mojave Desert 
area of California. We’re moving forward. 

But that’s because the American people 
made their voice heard. Now you've got these 
two different visions weighing in the balance. 
The big ideas, it seems to me, are pretty 
clear. Everybody knows that we’re going into 
a time of greater possibility for people who 
are prepared for it than at any time in human 
history. There will be more opportunities for 
people in a position to seize them than at 
any time in human history. Within 4 or 5 
years, it will be typical to see a kid in a school 
in Brooklyn doing a research project on a 
computer out of a library in Australia, for 
example. That will be typical. It will be usual. 

You'll have children who will be E-mailing 
each other from every African country that 
has an immigrant counterpart in a United 
States school. There will be unbelievable op- 
portunities. To give you some example, we've 
created 10% million more jobs, we Ameri- 
cans have, since I became President. More 
than half of them are in high-wage cat- 
egories. Why? Because they're tied to the 
rest of the world more closely and into the 
things that we do well, to the emerging infor- 
mation society. 

We believe that we have two great ideas 
here that are very important, that should per- 
meate every single policy decision we make. 
We think that we ought to be building a 
bridge to the future wide enough and strong 
enough for everybody to walk across who is 
responsible enough to do their own part. We 
believe that. We believe that we'll be a 
stronger, better country and all the rest of 
us will do better if we give everyone a chance 
to live up to their God-given capacities. 
That’s why we make a decision different from 
them on something like family and medical 
leave or putting 100,000 police on the street 
or the Brady bill or the assault weapons ban 
or a better student loan program. We just 
have different views of that. We believe that 
we should do things that help people to go 
forward together. 

The second thing we believe is that we 
should be one community in harmony with 
each other, in harmony with our environ- 
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ment, and insofar as we can, a force for peace 
and freedom throughout the world. And if 
you look around this room—just take a look, 
think about this—just take a look around this 
room tonight. You’ve got people here whose 
ethnic heritage is in Europe, Asia, south Asia, 
the Middle East—maybe we've got some Na- 
tive Americans here; there have been Native 
Americans in every other crowd I've been 
in for the last week—and every continent in 
the world. You live in a country which is basi- 
— bound together by a set of ideas em- 

ied in the Declaration of Independence, 
the Bill of Rights, and the rest of our Con- 
stitution. And we say at our best points, if 
you believe in these ideas and you show up 
and you obey the law and you respect your 
neighbors, you're part of our American com- 
munity. 

All over the world people are being con- 
vulsed by their ethnic, religious, tribal, racial 
hatreds. All over the world people are less 
than they ought to be. Children are being 
killed because one group has to be able to 
look down upon another group in order to 
look up to itself. All over the world, people 
are still taught the most ancient stupidity of 
all, that ultimately the most important thing 
about you is what you are not, when clearly 
the most important thing about you is what 
you are. 

Now, we—we in the United States, we in 
this administration, and we on this stage, we 
believe that the best future for America is 
one that consists of our saying, “You may be 
different from us; you may even do things 
we don’t think are right; we don’t care as 
long as you believe in the same values that 
embodied in the Constitution, you’re willing 
to work, you're willing to be responsible, 
you're willing to treat your neighbors who 
are different from you with respect. You can 
be part of our country, you will be part of 
our community, and you will walk across the 
bridge to the 21st century with us.” And 
that’s important. 

Now, if you believe that, it means that if 
we're going to balance the budget we can’t 
do it in a way that hurts seniors who have 
no other way to take care of their health care 
needs except through Medicare and Medic- 
aid. It means you can’t walk away from work- 
ing families that have children with cerebral 
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palsy, for example, who couldn’t stay middle 
class working families if they lost the guaran- 
tee that Medicaid gives them to buy those 
wheelchairs for their kids and so their kids 
can stay at home and stay in school and grow 
and do the very best they possibly can. It 
means you can’t walk away from that. 

It means you can’t abandon the obligation 
the United States has to continue to clean 
up our environment while we grow the econ- 
omy. It means you must invest more in edu- 
cation, not less, and open the doors of college 
education to all. 

It means it’s not enough to say that we’re 
going to end welfare as we know it, give it 
to the States, and walk away. You can’t re- 
quire people to go to work unless you provide 
jobs for them and training for them and an 
opportunity to find their way to raise their 
children successfully the way everybody else 
does. 

It means these things. It means you can’t 
just look at children and say, “Stay off drugs,” 
and then turn around and take away the 
funds that the schools are using to bring the 
police officers and the others into the schools 
to be role models, one on one, to these kids, 
not just a once-a-month speech but a daily 
positive presence in the lives of these chil- 
dren that give them a chance to reclaim their 
lives, look toward the future, and build. some- 
thing good for themselves. 

So let me say this in closing. We do have 
just a few days left. The big danger in this 
election is that people won’t show up who 
have the most riding on the outcome of it. 
And what I want to ask all of you to do is 
to promise yourselves that every day between 
now and election day you will contact some- 
body to tell them they ought to show up, 
to tell them there is a relationship between 
what we do in Washington and how you live 
here and in every other community around 
the country, that this country is better off 
than it was 4 years ago, that we do have good 
ideas for the next 4 years, and that we need 
to go into the 2lst century walking across 
a bridge and walking across it together. And 
the decisions we make in these elections will 
determine both those things: Are we going 
to build a bridge, number one, and number 
two, are we going to walk across it together? 
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The best days of this country are ahead 
if we answer the questions right. That means 
people have to om up. Will you help us 
do that? Will you help us? [Applause] 

God bless you. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10 p.m. at the Sher- 
aton New York Hotel. In his remarks, he referred 
to H. Carl McCall, State comptroller; Sheldon Sil- 
ver, State assembly speaker; Martin Connor, State 
senate minority leader; Ruth Messinger, Manhat- 
tan borough president; Mark Green, New York 
City public advocate; musician Harry Belafonte; 
comedian Whoopi Goldberg; actress Marlo 
Thomas; Donald L. Fowler, national chairman, 
Democratic National Committee; and Terence 
McAuliffe, national finance chairman, Clinton/ 
Gore "96. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of these remarks. 


Executive Order 13021—Tribal 
Colleges and Universities 
October 19, 1996 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States of America, in reaffirmation of the 
special relationship of the Federal Govern- 
ment to American Indians and Alaska Na- 
tives, and, for the purposes of helping to: (a) 
ensure that tribal colleges and universities 
are more fully recognized as accredited insti- 
tutions, have access to the opportunities af- 
forded other institutions, and have Federal 
resources committed to them on a continuing 
basis; (b) establish a mechanism that will in- 
crease accessibility of Federal resources for 
tribal colleges and universities in tribal com- 
munities; (c) promote access to high-quality 
educational opportunity for economically dis- 
advantaged students; (d) promote the preser- 
vation and the revitalization of American In- 
dian and Alaska Native languages and cul- 
tural traditions; (e) explore innovative ap- 
proaches to better link tribal colleges with 
early childhood, elementary, and secondary 
education programs; and (f) support the Na- 
tional Education Goals (20 U.S.C. 5812), it 
is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Definition of Tribal Colleges 
and Universities. Tribal colleges and univer- 
sities (“tribal colleges”) are those institutions 
cited in section 532 of the Equity in Edu- 
cational Land-Grant Status Act of 1994 (7 
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U.S.C. 301 note), any other institution that 
qualifies for funding under the Tribally Con- 
trolled Community College Assistance Act of 
1978, (25 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), and Navajo 
Community College, authorized in the Nav- 
ajo Community College Assistance Act of 
1978, Public Law 95-471, title II (25 U.S.C. 
640a note). 

Sec. 2. Board of Advisors. (a) Establish- 
ment. There shall be established in the De- 
partment of Education a Presidential advi- 
sory committee entitled the President’s 
Board of Advisors on Tribal Colleges and 
Universities (“Board”). Notwithstanding the 
provisions of any other Executive order, the 
responsibilities of the President under the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amend- 
ed (5 U.S.C. App.), with respect to the 
Board, shall be performed by the Secretary 
of Education (“Secretary”), in accordance 
with the guidelines and procedures estab- 
lished by the Administrator of General Serv- 
ices. 

(b) Composition. The Board shall consist 
of not more than 15 Members who shall be 
appointed by the President. The Board shall 
include representatives of tribal colleges. The 
Board may also include representatives of the 
higher, early childhood, elementary, and sec- 
ondary education communities; tribal offi- 
cials; health, business, and financial institu- 
tions; private foundations; and such other 
persons as the President deems appropriate. 
Members of the Board will serve terms of 
2 years and may be reappointed to additional 
terms. A Member may continue to serve until 
his or her successor is appointed. In the 
event a Member fails to serve a full term, 
an individual appointed to replace that Mem- 
ber will serve the remainder of that term. 
All terms will expire upon the termination 
of the Board. 

(c) Role of Board. The Board shall provide 
advice regarding the progress made by Fed- 
eral agencies toward fulfilling the purposes 
and objectives of this order. The Board shall 
also provide recommendations to the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary at least annually on 
ways tribal colleges can: 

(1) utilize long-term development, en- 
dowment building, and master planning 
to strengthen institutional viability; 
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(2) utilize the Federal and private sector 
to improve financial management and 
security, obtain private sector funding 
support, and expand and complement 
Federal education initiatives; 

(3) develop institutional capacity > 
the use of new and emerging tech- 
nologies offered by both the Federal 
and private sectors; 

(4) enhance physical infrastructure to fa- 
cilitate more efficient operation and ef- 
fective recruitment and retention of stu- 
dents and faculty; and 

(5) help achieve National Education Goals 
and meet other high standards of edu- 
cation accomplishment. 

(d) Scheduled Meetings. The Board shall 
meet at least annually to provide advice and 
consultation on tribal colleges and relevant 
Federal and private sector activities, and to 
transmit reports and present recommenda- 
tions. 

Sec. 3. Office of White House Initiative. 
There shall be established in the Department 
of Education the White House Initiative on 
Tribal Colleges and Universities (“Initia- 
tive”). The Initiative shall be authorized to: 
(a) provide the staff support for the Board; 

(b) assist the Secretary in the role of liaison 
between the executive branch and tribal col- 
leges; 

(c) serve the Secretary in carrying out the 
Secretary's responsibilities under this order; 
and 

(d) utilize the services, personnel, informa- 
tion, and facilities of ale: Federal, State, 
tribal, and local agencies with their consent, 
and with or without reimbursement, consist- 
ent with applicable law. To the ~— 

eral 


mitted by law and regulations, each F 


agency shall cooperate in providing re- 


sources, including personnel detailed to the 
Initiative, to meet the objectives of the order. 

Sec. 4. Department and Agency Participa- 
tion. Each participating executive depart- 
ment and agency (hereinafter collectively re- 
ferred to as “agency”), as determined by the 
Secretary, shall appoint a senior official, who 
is a full-time officer of the Federal Govern- 
ment and who is responsible for management 
or program administration, to serve as liaison 
to the White House Initiative. The official 
shall report directly to the agency head, or 
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agency representative, on agency activity 
under this order and serve as liaison to the 
White House Initiative. To the extent per- 
mitted by law and regulation, each agency 
shall provide appropriate information in 
readily available foots requested by the 
White House Initiative staff pursuant to this 
order. 

Sec. 5. Five-Year Federal Plan. (a) Con- 
tent. Each agency shall, in collaboration with 
tribal colleges, develop and document a Five- 
Year Plan of the agency's efforts to fulfill the 
purpose of this order. These Five-Year Plans 
shali include annual performance indicators 
and appropriate measurable objectives for 
the agency. The plans shall address among 
other relevant issues: 

(1) barriers impeding the access of tribal 
colleges to funding opportunities and to par- 
ticipation in Federal programs, and ways to 
eliminate the barriers; 

(2) technical assistance and information 
that will be made available to tribal colleges 
regarding the program activities of the agen- 
cy and the preparation of applications or pro- 
posals for grants, cooperative agreements, or 
contracts; and 

(3) an annual goal for agency funds to be 
awarded to tribally controlled colleges and 
universities in: 

(A) grants, cooperative agreements, con- 

tracts, and procurement; 

(B) related excess property-type acquisi- 
tions under various authorities such as 
section 923 of the Federal Agriculture 
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 
(7 U.S.C. 2206a) and the Federal Prop- 
erty and Administrative Services Act of 
1949, chapter 288, 63 Stat. 377 (codified 
as described at 40 U.S.C. 471 note); and 

(C) the transfer of excess and surplus Fed- 
eral computer equipment under Execu- 
tive Order 12999. 

In developing the Five-Year Plans re- 
quired by this order, agencies shall strive to 
include tribal colleges in all aspects and ac- 
tivities related to the attainment of the par- 
ticipation goals described in Executive Order 
12928, “Promoting Procurement with Small 
Businesses Owned and Controlled by So- 
cially and Economically Disadvantaged Indi- 
viduals, Historically Black Colleges and Uni- 
versities, and Minority Institutions.” The 
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Plans may also emphasize access to high- 
quality educational opportunity for economi- 
cally disadvantaged Indian students; the 
preservation and revitalization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native languages and cul- 
tural traditions; innovative approaches to bet- 
ter link tribal colleges with early childhood, 
elementary, and secondary education pro- 
grams; and the National Education Goals. 

(b) Submission. Each agency shall submit 
its Five-Year Plan to the White House Initia- 
tive Office. In consultation with the Board, 
the White House Initiative Office shall then 
review these Five-Year Plans and develop an 
integrated Five-Year Plan for Assistance to 
Tribal Colleges, which the Secretary shall re- 
view and submit to the President. The Five- 
Year Plan for Assistance to Tribal Colleges 
may be revised within the 5-year period. 

(c) Annual Performance Reports. Each 
agency shall submit to the White House Ini- 
tiative Office an Annual Performance Report 
that shall measure each agency’s perform- 
ance against the objectives set forth in its 
Five-Year Plan. In consultation with the 
Board, the White House Initiative Office 
shall review and combine Annual Perform- 
ance Reports into one annual report, which 
shall be submitted to the Secretary for re- 
view, in consultation with the Office of Man- 
agement and Budget. 

Sec. 6. Private Sector. In cooperation with 
the Board, the White House Initiative Office 
shall encourage the private sector to assist 
tribal colleges through increased use of such 
strategies as: (a) matching funds to support 
increased endowments; 

(b) developing expertise and more effec- 
tive ways to manage finance, improve infor- 
mation systems, build facilities, and improve 
course offerings; and 

(c) increasing resources for and training of 
faculty. 

Sec. 7. Termination. The Board shall ter- 
minate 2 years after the date of this Execu- 
tive order unless the Board is renewed by 
the President prior to the end of that 2-year 
period. 

Sec. 8. Administration. (a) Compensation. 
Members of the Board shall serve without 
compensation, but shall be allowed travel ex- 
penses, including per diem in lieu of subsist- 
ence, as authorized by law for persons serv- 
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ing intermittently in Government service (5 
U.S.C. 5701-5707). 

(b) Funding. The Board and the Initiative 
shall be funded by the Department of Edu- 
cation. 

(c) Administrative Support. The Depart- 
ment of Education shall provide appropriate 
administrative services and staff support for 
the Board and the Initiative. With the con- 
sent of the Department of Education, other 
agencies participating in the Initiative shall 
provide administrative support to the White 
House Initiative Office consistent with statu- 
tory authority and shall make use of section 
112 of title 3, United States Code, to detail 
agency employees to the extent permitted by 
law. The Board and the White House Initia- 
tive Office shall have a core staff and shall 
be supported at appropriate levels. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
October 19, 1996. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 22, 1996] 


NOTE: This Executive order was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 21, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo- 
ber 23. 


Remarks at Cuyahoga Community 
College in Parma, Ohio 
October 21, 1996 


Thank you very much. Good morning. I 
won't let the rain bother me if you don’t let 
it bother you; how’s that? Thank you so 
much, all of you, for being here. I’m going 
to put on my raincoat. I cheat a little bit. 

First let me thank Dr. Jerry Sue Thornton 
and all the people here at this wonderful 
community college for hosting us. Thank you, 
Senator Glenn. Thank you, Mayor Gerald 
Boldt. I’m glad to be back in Parma. Thank 
you, sir. I’m the only President in history who 
has ever come to Parma twice just to eat 
pierogies, but I’m—({laughter]. We're going 
to do a little work today. 

Thank you, Cleveland Mayor Mike White. 
Thank you, Dennis Kucirich, for that great 
speech. He sounded like a Congressman to 
me. Thank you, Mayor Tom Coyne, for run- 
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ning for Congress. Thank you, any Syme 
Tom Sawyer and Sherrod Brown, for being 
here. Thank you, Representative Jane Camp- 
bell, David Leland. Thank you, Mayor 
Dimora, for being here. 

And let me say a special thanks to the Val- 
ley Forge High School Band for being here. 
I am not so old that I do not remember what 
it’s like to try to play one of those instruments 
in the rain. It’s not easy, and let’s give them 
another hand. Come on. [Applause] I also 
want to thank all the other students who are 
here. There is a group of students back 
here—{applause|—there is a group of stu- 
dents in the back over there with a sign that 
says they got out of school and I have to sign 
their permission slip. So I will do that for 
the ones in the back. 

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you all for 
being here. Thanks for that “Ohio Repub- 
licans for Clinton/Gore” sign. That looks 
good to me. I am delighted to be back here. 
Let me say, all of you know that 4 years ago 
when I ran for President we had a time of 
high unemployment and rising frustration. 
And all of you know that compared to 4 years 
ago, we are better off. We have 10 million 
more jobs. The unemployment rate in Ohio 
has gone from 7 percent to 4.8 percent. Aver- 
age family income in the last 2 years is up 
$1,600 after inflation, after being stagnant for 
a decade. We are moving in the right direc- 
tion. The crime rate has come down for 4 
years in a row. The welfare rolls have 
dropped. Child support collections are up al- 
most 50 percent. We're moving in the right 
direction. 

This election will determine what direction 
we take into the 2lst century. That is the 
decision before all of you. Will you help me 
build a bridge to the 2lst century? [Ap- 
plause| If you compare the work we’ve done 
in the last month since you had your voices 
heard, compared to the last 2 years, when 
I vetoed a budget that would have cut edu- 
cation for the first time in American history, 
weakened environmental protection, under- 
mined the commitments of Medicare and 
Medicaid—and you stood by me and made 
your voices heard. Now, in the last month, 
we raised the minimum wage for 10 million 
working Americans. We passed the Kennedy- 
Kassebaum health care reform bill that says 
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you cannot lose your health insurance any- 
more because somebody in your family has 
been sick or because you changed jobs. We 
gave a $5,000 tax credit to families that would 
adopt some of these hundreds of thousands 
of children out there who need a home and 
support of a family. And we made it easier 
for small-business people to take out pen- 
sions for themselves and their employees. 
We are moving in the right direction. 

But now you have to make a decision in 
about 2 weeks. Your vote will decide whether 
we balance our budget and protect Medicare 
and Medicaid, education and the environ- 
ment, and give targeted tax cuts to families 
to help them raise their children and educate 
them, to help them save for that first-time 
home or deal with medical costs, or whether 
we blow a hole in the deficit with a risky 
tax scheme that will raise taxes on the 9 mil- 
lion working people, increase the deficit, and 
cut education again. I think the answer is 
clear. Your vote wil] decide whether we con- 
tinue to support families, whether we con- 
tinue to fight crime, whether we really finish 
the job of reforming welfare. 

Yes, we passed a bill that says people on 
welfare have 2 years to turn that welfare 
check into a paycheck. Now we have to make 
sure the jobs are there so that they can take 
the jobs and build good families. Your vote 
will decide whether we continue to clean up 
the environment or give in to those who say 
we have to weaken our environment to grow 
our economy. You know better than that. I 
want to clean up 500 more toxic waste dumps 
in this country so every American child will 
be growing up next to parks, not poison, and 
I think you do, too. 

Most of all, your vote will decide whether 
we continue our struggle for world-class edu- 
cation for the schoolchildren who are here, 
whether we continue to expand Head Start, 
whether we continue to raise standards, 
whether we hook up every single classroom 
in the United States of America to the infor- 
mation superhighway—the Internet, the 
World Wide Web—by the year 2000, so that 
for the first time in history every child in 
America, in a private, parochial, or a public 
school, whether in a rich, a middle class, or 
a very poor district—for the first time ever 
we'll have every child able to hook into the 
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same amount of learning in the same time, 
in the same way from all over the world. It 
will revolutionize opportunity for every child 
in the United States. 

And above all, your vote will decide wheth- 
er we make the opportunities you enjoy here 
available to all Americans. In the last 4 years 
we've had the biggest increase in Pell grant 
scholarships in 20 years. We had a huge in- 
crease in work-study in just the last month 
approved. We created the AmeriCorps pro- 
gram, which has helped 69,000 young people 
to serve their community and work their way 
through college. We have created the school- 
to-work program for young people who don’t 
go to 4-year colleges—and that includes the 
Cuyahoga Community College’s Tech Prep 
program right here. That’s the kind of thing 
we have tried to do. 

Now, what I want to tell you is we have 
more to do. One of the things we did that 
you heard your president talk about is pass 
the direct loan program. It made it quicker 
and cheaper for young people to get college 
loans. Sixteen hundred schools now partici- 
pate in that program, including Cuyahoga 
Community College and 69 others in Ohio. 
And what that has meant is that 10 million 
Americans have saved an average of $190 
each on their college loan. And even more 
important, it means you can borrow money 
to go to college without worrying about how 
you're going to pay it back, because you can- 
not be aaa to pay more than a certain 
percentage of your income every year. That 
means every young person in this program 
can afford to borrow the money to go to col- 
lege. 

But there is more to do. I propose the fol- 
lowing three things. It’s a big part of your 
decision on November 5th. Number one, 
look around you here. I want to make 2 years 
of education after high school as universal 
in America by the year 2000 as a high school 
diploma is today. And there’s a simple way 
to do it. I propose to give every family a 
$1,500 tax credit—that’s the cost of a typical 
community college tuition—a dollar-for-dol- 
lar reduction on their tax bill if they're going 
to a community college or another 2-year in- 
stitution. Will you help me do that? [Ap- 
plause| And I propose to give every family 
a tax deduction of up to $10,000 a year for 


2125 


the cost of any college tuition, undergradu- 
ate, graduate, you name it. Will you help me 
do that? [Applause] Finally, I propose to let 
families save more in IRA’s and withdraw 
from them without any penalty if the money 
is being used for a college education or for 
health care or to buy a first home. Will you 
help me build that bridge to the 2ist cen- 
tury? [Applause] 

Folks, even in the rain we know that the 
key to our future is investing in the minds 
of our people. This decision, more than any- 
thing else, will determine whether we to- 
gether as a nation recommit ourselves to the 
proposition that in the 2lst century if we 
want every American to live up to the fullest 
of his or her God-given ability, we must guar- 
antee every American a world-class edu- 
cation, and I need your help to do that. Will 
you help? [Applause] Will you support that? 
[Applause] 

The program that I have outlined alto- 
gether will make sure that the money saved 
by a middle class family for college need 
never be taxed, that we are going to invest 
together in a college education. Now, as all 
of you know, my opponent has a different 
view. He opposed the creation of the Depart- 
ment of Education, and now he says that he 
and Speaker Gingrich will eliminate it. I be- 
lieve they're wrong and we're right. We need 
a Department of Education. Just imagine 
what it would be like in the United States, 
alone of all the great nations, to start the 21st 
century with no one in the President’s Cabi- 
net to speak up for the education of our chil- 
dren. I say let’s keep it, let’s make it better, 
let’s expand educational opportunity for all 
of our children. 

Thirty-one years ago, my opponent voted 
against the creation of the student loan pro- 
gram in the first place. Three years ago, he 
opposed the direct lending program, which 
your president just praised and which you 
know has improved college loans right here 
at Cuyahoga Community College. He’s tried 
to cut it back and cripple it ever since. 

And the budget I vetoed last year would 
have cut Pell grant scholarships for hundreds 
of thousands of students for the first time 
ever. Instead, we fought them back and we 
got the biggest increase in Pell grants in 20 
years. Will you support the direction we are 
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taking for education for all Americans? [Ap- 
plause) 

I want you to be clear about that. Your 
vote is going to decide whether we continue 
to expand access to college and student loans 
or whether we eliminate the Department of 
Education, cut college aid, and ew young 

ple to fend ileueiien I don’t know 
what all the family circumstances of all those 
young people in the band are over there, but 
I know one thing: All of us will be better 
off if every single one of them, without re- 
gard to their family income, can get a college 
education. And I want you to help <p 3 
that. 

I want you to help me make sure we have 
an America in 4 years at the dawn of a new 
century where every 8-year-old can read, 
every 12-year-old can log on to the Internet, 
and every 18-year-old in America can go on 
to college. We just have 2 weeks and a day. 
Will you help me for 2 weeks and a day build 
that bridge to the 21st century? [Applause] 

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank 


you. 


Nore: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. on the 
Campus Green. In his remarks, he referred to 
Jerry Sue Thornton, president, Cuyahoga Com- 
munity College; Mayor Gerald M. Boldt of Parma, 
OH; Dennis Kucinich, Democratic congressional 
candidate; Mayor Thomas J. Coyne, Jr., of 
Brookpark, OH; State Representative Jane L. 
Campbell; David Leland, chair, Ohio Democratic 
Party; and Mayor Jimmy Dimora of Bedford 
Heights, OH. 


Remarks at the Ground-Breaking 


Ceremony for Expansion of the 
Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County 
Airport in Detroit, Michigan 

October 21, 1996 


Thank you. Thank you very much. When 
Al Checchi started telling that story about 
Herb Kelleher, who is a mutual friend of 
ours, meeting the head of Wild Turkey whis- 
key company, I couldn’t tell whether he was 
comparing Ed McNamara to God, to whis- 
key, or to a wild turkey. [Laughter] But I 
have—I will pay for that at a later point. 
[Laughter] 
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Ladies and gentlemen, many people have 
been thanked today, but I want to say a spe- 
cial word of thanks to the Members of Con- 
gress who have personally lobbied me in be- 
half of this project and, in particular, your 
friend Senator Carl Levin, Congressman 
John Dingell, who has a way of being insist- 
ent himself—{laughter|—Congressman John 
Conyers and Congressman David Bonior 
who are here and one who is not here, Con- 
gresswoman Lynn Rivers. I thank them very 
much for the work they did personally with 
me in Washington. 

I want to thank Alfred Checchi for the bril- 
liant job he has done in aig Northwest 
Airlines around, along with John Dasburg 
and others, and the work they did to make 
this possible. It’s a real tribute to the ability 
of American enterprise to compete in the 
areas that will dominate the 21st century. 

I want to thank Secretary Pejia for the 
work that he has done to make sure that even 
in a time when we reduced the deficit in all 
4 years for the first time in the 20th century, 
at a time when we were permitting Govern- 
ment spending to grow more slowly than it 
has in the last 12 years, we still were able 
to invest more in the infrastructure of Amer- 
ica, in no small measure because of the inno- 
vation and the partnerships that Federico 
Pejia did a lot to help to design and carry 
out. And since he was the mayor of Denver 
before he became Secretary of Transpor- 
tation, we all know that he believes in build- 
ing modern airports. [Laughter] 

I'd also like to thank Mayor Archer for so 
many things. But the last time I checked, the 
unemployment rate in the city of Detroit was 
half what it was 4 years ago, thanks in no 
small measure to the work that Detroit did 
in securing the empowerment zone, to the 
$2 billion in private sector capital that were 
committed to it, and to the genuine spirit 
of partnership and cooperation which Dennis 
Archer has fostered. And I thank him for 
that. 

But most important, I want to thank my 
friend Ed McNamara. I'll tell you a story 
about Ed. Not so very long ago when the 
question of the last $150 million was hanging 
fire, he put his big old arm around me and 
he looked at me with those big sort of half 
happy, half sad eyes of his, and I thought, 
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I'm going to get another one of this Irish 
bull that’s coming up—tfinaudible]. [Laugh- 
ter] And he said, “Have I always been your 
friend?” [Laughter] I said, “Yes.” He said, 
“Was I there before almost everyone else?” 
[Laughter] I said, “Yes.” He said, “Didn’t Jim 
Blanchard bring you to me first?” I said, 
“Yes.” He said, “Have I ever asked you for 
anything, anything?” I said, “No.” He said, 
“I want that airport—now.” [Laughter] Sen- 
ator Blanchard was nodding his head up and 
down; he knows that’s true. 

So this is a great day for Wayne County; 
it’s a great day for the State of Michigan. 
The idea that we could invest here from all 
sources $1.6 billion to generate an annual im- 
pact of $2.7 billion says more than I ever 
could about the importance of creating a 
modern economy that will generate high- 
wage jobs, that is tied to the rest of America 
and the rest of the world. 

Senator Levin said that together all of us 
working hard in the United States have pro- 
duced 10% million more jobs over the last 
4 years. The thing that I’m proudest of is 
that the typical family income has gone up 
$1,600 after inflation in the last few years, 
in part because more than half of these jobs 
are in high-wage industries. We have to keep 
that trend going. For 20 years, Americans 
worked harder and harder and harder just 
to keep up, just to hold on. The average 
American family today is spending more 
hours at work and less time with their kids 
than they did in 1969. We have begun to 
turn that trend around. 

So this is not only going to be exciting, 
it will not only change the life and the face 
of Wayne County and Michigan forever in 
creating more new jobs, it will create better 
jobs, and it wili enable more and more peo- 
ple in Michigan not only to have access to 
that exciting world that’s out there but also 
to build more successful family lives, to suc- 
ceed at work and at home. So that this 
project today, yes, it will advance the pocket- 
books and the incomes of the people whose 
jobs will come into being as a result of it, 
but it will also improve the quality of life 
for virtually every person in this entire region 
who is affected in any way by the way the 
economy is changing, so that change will be 
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working for not only the working people but 
the families and the children of Michigan in 
the future instead of undermining those fam- 
ily values and what we all want. And that 
is, to me, perhaps the best news of this an- 
nouncement today. And I thank all of you 
who worked on it to make it possible. 

The unemployment in this State has 
dropped from about 7'/ to about 4% percent 
over the last 4 years. We now have to focus 
on the long term, on investing in our future 
and building that bridge to the 21st century 
I talk so much about. Air travel is an impor- 
tant part of it. 

One of the things Mr. Checchi did not say 
because he was perhaps too modest, but I 
want to emphasize that one of the areas that 
America enjoys an unquestionable global 
lead in, where no other nation can come 
close, is in the quality and competitiveness 
and price of air service in the United States. 
Whether it is commercial service or people 
on tourist ventures and trips or carrying 
cargo, there is no one in the world to com- 
pete with the competitive airlines of the 
United States. 

People were writing our airline industry 
off when I became President. We had a spe- 
cial commission to talk about what we could 
do to rebuild the airlines. I believe it is accu- 
rate to say that last year and this year, every 
major airline company in America will turn 
a profit and is helping to forge the kind of 
partnerships we need to build that 21st cen- 
tury economy, where every single person will 
have a chance to live up to the fullest of his 
or her own abilities and where people really 
will have a chance to build successful careers 
and strong families in good communities. 
That’s what turning this dirt means today. It 
is a very great day. And all of you should 
be very grateful to the leaders here who have 
worked so hard to make it happen. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Alfred A. Checchi, co- 
chairman, and John Dasburg, president and CEO, 
Northwest Airlines; Herb Kelleher, chairman and 
president, Southwest Airlines; and Edward H. 
McNamara, Wayne County executive. 
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Proclamation 6944—National Forest 
Products Week, 1996 


October 21, 1996 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


For much of our Nation’s history, forests, 
like other natural resources, were considered 
inexhaustible. In this century, we began to 
recognize that forests are a precious birth- 
right for all Americans—not only for us and 
for our children, but also for future genera- 
tions. As part of this recognition, we observe 
National Forest Products Week. 

Forests are an important source of fuel and 
building materials, and they provide many 
valuable jobs. They also offer us unmatched 
recreational environments, as well as a spir- 
itual refuge from city life. They provide es- 
sential habitat for myriad species of plants 
and animals, including hundreds that are en- 
dangered or threatened. Increasingly, their 
trees, shrubs, herbs, fungi, and microorga- 
nisms are yielding new and wondrous medic- 
inal products and foods. And thanks to better 
planning and resource management that re- 
place harvested lands with new forests, thou- 
sands of Americans will continue to earn 
their livelihood from our Nation’s forests, 
even as we protect them. Today, the same 
citizens who are reaping the forests’ bounty 
are personally and professionally involved in 
efforts to preserve it for future generations. 

Government, citizens, and the forestry in- 
dustry now work hand-in-hand in a new co- 
operative stewardship that emphasizes 
healthy, diverse, and sustainable forests. 
Using the best available science and comply- 
ing with all current environmental laws, we 
are examining past and present forest man- 
agement practices to find the best mix of re- 
source use, conservation, and recycling that 
will ensure continued productivity. America 
must promote environmental responsibility 
and observe the highest possible standards 
of conservation to lead the way for other na- 
tions. 

One of our most important tools in this 
endeavor is investment in forest research. 
Forest research is developing new wood 
products that extend raw material supplies, 
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new technologies to extract and process wood 
products with less waste and fewer harmful 
byproducts, and new ways of reducing de- 
mand for forest raw materials through recy- 
cling. It is also a the potential of for- 
ests to provide new products that will benefit 
people. With proper care, these lands can re- 
main healthy, diverse, and resilient, capable 
of sustaining the lives—human and animal— 
that are dependent on them. 

In recognition of the central role forests 
play in the long-term welfare of our Nation, 
the Congress, by Public Law 86-753 (36 
U.S.C. 163), has designated the week begin- 
ning on the third Sunday in October each 
year as “National Forest Products Week” and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
commemoration. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 20 through Oc- 
tober 26, 1996, as National Forest Products 
Week. I call upon the people of the United 
States to honor the vital role forests play in 
our national life and to observe this week 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and twenty-first. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 22, 1996] 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 23. 


Proclamation 6945—National 
Consumers Week, 1996 


October 21, 1996 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


This year’s theme for National Consumers 
Week is “service signals success.” Service is 
an indispensable element of success over the 
long term in both business and government: 
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service that is responsive, convenient, and 
courteous, service that meets the expecta- 
tions of consumers and taxpayers. Clever pro- 
motions and deceptive pricing may generate 
short-term profits in business. Promises 
alone may gain brief support for Government 
agencies and programs. But American con- 
sumers and taxpayers aren’t easily deceived. 
They expect quality service, and those who 
cannot or do not provide it will ultimately 
fail. 

That is why I added the right to service 
to the Consumer Bill of Rights. It is why we 
have made the reinvention of government— 
requiring more responsiveness and effi- 
ciency—a keystone of my Administration. It 
is why I issued an Executive Order that di- 
rected all executive departments and agen- 
cies of the Federal Government to embark 
upon a revolution to change the way they 
do business and establish and implement 
customer service standards that match or ex- 
ceed the best in the private sector. And it 
is why our policies continue to emphasize the 
paramount importance of service excellence 
to the success of our Nation, our economy, 
and our efforts to compete in the global mar- 
ketplace. 

The goal of service excellence is not easy 
to attain. Consumers must demand it, and 
everyone in an organization, be it a business 
or a government agency, must be committed 
to it, both in everyday interactions and in 
longer-term goals. Their ultimate success de- 
pends on it. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 20 
through October 26, 1996, as National Con- 
sumers Week. I call upon government offi- 
cials, industry leaders, and the people of the 
United States to recognize the vital relation- 
ship between our economy and our citizenry 
and to support the right of all Americans to 
excellence in products and services. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the 
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United States of America the two hundred 
and twenty-first. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:47 a.m., October 22, 1996] 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 23. 


Remarks to the United Michigan 
Clergy in Detroit 
October 21, 1996 


The President. Thank you very much. 
Well, the bishop has pom sek us so well, 
and my longtime friend Reverend Jones, who 
shares my roots in Arkansas, has spoken with 
such passion, and you’ve made Senator Levin 
more energetic than I ever heard him before. 
He’s on fire. [Laughter] And Mayor Archer 
is on his way to becoming the world’s greatest 
mayor. He did so well, I think I should quit 
while I’m ahead. He was wonderful. 

I want to thank all the religious leaders 
behind me and all those in front of me. I 
thank Senator Levin for being here, along 
with the other Members of Congress who 
are here: Congressman Conyers, Congress- 
man Dingell, Congressman Levin. I'm not 
sure if Congressman Bonior is here or not, 
but if he’s not, you pretend like he’s here. 
He’s been working “ you in Washington 
overtime. Our nominee for Congress, Caro- 
lyn Cheeks Kilpatrick, thank you for being 
here, Carolyn. Thank you, my good friend 
Governor Blanchard, for being here. 

I want to thank the people who performed 
before I came out, Witness and the Craig 
Brothers. And I want to thank the people 
who did that remarkable and unique job of 
our national anthem, Mr. Benjamin Pruitt 
and Sister Nancy Bradley. Thank you. If she 
had gone up one more “America,” I was 
going to volunteer to withdraw from the cam- 
paign and become her agent. [Laughter] It 
was so amazing. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we have a wonder- 
ful array of people of faith here. We have 
Christians who are Catholic and Protestant; 
we have American Jews here; we have Amer- 
ican Muslims here. And there is one person 
I think I know would be here if his health 
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permitted him to be, Father William 
Cunningham, who does a brilliant job. You 
all know him. And I’ve been to a lot of places 
in my career in public service all across 
America where people are keeping a a 
alive and giving Bas 2 a chance to make the 
most of their God-given abilities. But the 
work that Father Cunningham has done is 
truly unique. And he’s had a pretty tough 
time lately, and he’s doing a little better. But 
I'd like to ask if we could each in our own 
way just take a few seconds in a moment of 
silent prayer for Father William Cunningham 


and his health and God's will. 


[At this point, a moment of silence was ob- 
served. | 


The President. Amen. 

Audience members. Amen. 

The President. Let me say to all of you 
how glad I am to be here. I thank the mayor 
for mentioning the opportunity I had. I 
thought it was an opportunity to give the Na- 
tion’s highest civilian award, the Congres- 
sional Medal of Freedom, to Rosa Parks. She 
symbolized the empowerment that will come 
to every American on election day. 

And the mayor went through the issues, 
and I think you know what the differences 
are in the choices we face. So what I want 
to say to all of you is that we’re going into 
a big, different, brilliant new world. I was 
just with the mayor and Wayne County Exec- 
utive Ed McNamara out at the airport. We 
were breaking ground on this new $1.6 bil- 
lion project that will bring you 20,000 jobs 
and companies from all over the world com- 
ing here to the Detroit area to invest, putting 
people to work. And I was thinking about 
that on the one hand and then, on the other, 
what has been done here by the businesses 
in this area when Detroit won in a competi- 
tion, fair and square, the right to become one 
of our first six urban empowerment zones 
and then put together $2 billion worth of pri- 
vate commitments to invest in the city and 
then in a matter of a couple of years cut the 
unemployment rate by more than 50 percent 
in this city—in just a matter of a couple of 
years. 

Those are the two great things I want you 
to focus on. One is we're going into a big 
new world full of new possibilities, domi- 
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nated by technology, information, and the 
raw speed of transfer of information, ideas, 
money, technology, and people around the 
world and across national borders. The sec- 
ond is that if we want to make the most of 
those developments, we've got to do a better 
job of developing ourselves from the grass- 
roots up. That's what the Detroit 
empowerment zone represents, making the 
most of the human potential. The greatest 
untapped economic market for America is 
still the Americans that aren’t working up to 
the fullest of their capacities, learning up to 
the fullest of their capacities, or living up to 
the fullest of their capacities. And the great 
choice before us is whether we believe that 
we have an obligation to work together to 
make the most of this new world and to meet 
the challenges that remain or whether we 
would be better off sort of on our own or 
with our own little crowd. 

I do believe it takes a village to raise a 
child, build a city, build a State, and build 
a nation. And I do believe that we have to 
build a bridge to the future that’s big and 
strong enough for all of us to walk across 
and that all of us will do better if everybody 
has a chance to get on that bridge and go 
right on across into that new century. That’s 
what I believe. 

When I became President, I told you when 
I came here that I would give you an admin- 
istration that looked like America but that 
I would do my best not to give any person 
a job for which they were not qualified. I 
said I'd try to do both things. And it was 
amazing to me that when I got to Washington 
some of the people wrote about this as if 
this was some strange and radical idea, some 
crazy notion. 

But all I know is, after 4 years, we've given 
more women and people of color a chance 
to serve in the Cabinet, on the Federal 
bench, in high positions in the White House 
and other places than any previous adminis- 
tration—{applause|—than any previous ad- 
ministration by far. And yet my nominees to 
the Federal court have received the highest 
ratings from the American Bar Association 
of any President since the ratings system 
began. You can have excellence and diversity; 
you can have high standards and give every- 
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body a chance to live up to those high stand- 
ards. 

I said that I would try to find ways for 
everybody to participate in the bounty of 
America. That’s what the empowerment 
zones were all about. That’s why we're setting 
up community development banks all across 
the country to make loans to people who nor- 
mally can’t get loans. I’ve discovered—nearly 
a decade ago now—a man by the name of 
Mohammed Yunis who was educated in the 
United States and went home to Ban- 
gladesh—one of the poorest countries in the 
world—who’s made loans through neighbor- 
hood banks to over a million poor village 
women to help them start enterprises in one 
of the poorest countries in the world. And 
he’s got a higher repayment rate than the 
commercial banks do in the country. I fig- 
ured if it was good enough for Bangladesh, 
it ought to be good enough for Detroit and 
Little Rock and every other place in the 
country where people ought to be given a 
chance to work. 

And they're working out there. They're 
working to give people a chance to tap into 
the free enterprise system. We just put, for 
the first time, $5 million of our campaign 
funds, which we have to save and invest, in 
minority banks, four leading minority owned 
banks, two African-American and two His- 
panic. Nobody had ever done that before. 
I'll bet you—I shouldn’t be gambling with 
people of the cloth. [Laughter] Let me re- 
phrase that. [Laughter] If I were a betting 
man—|laughter|—I would bet that that 
money will be cared for just as well and will 
earn just as much interest for our campaign 
as if we put it somewhere else. Meanwhile, 
it can be invested in communities where peo- 
ple really need the money to create jobs and 
go to work. 

So—and let me just mention one or two 
other things. When I was confronted with 
the question of what to do about affirmative 
action, I said it may not please some of my 
friends, but I don’t think all those programs 
have worked the way they're supposed to. 
And we’re going to have to tighten the stand- 
ards on some; we even got rid of one or two. 
But the idea that there’s no more discrimina- 
tion in this country and that there’s no more 
burden that people bear, it seems to me 
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there’s no evidence to support that. And I 
favor not quotas, not preferences for anybody 
that’s unqualified, but I do favor making an 
extra effort to give eve y a chance to 
prove whether they’re qualified. And that’s 
what this is about. And I might say that there 
is an enormous amount of opinion of people 
who run big business operations, many of 
them in the other party, who have had the 
same experiences I ta , who have the same 
position I do about this. We need to be bring- 
ing the people together, not — 

One of the things I—because we have peo- 
ple of different faiths in this room, I want 
to say something else that I really have cared 
a great deal about. One of the great honors 
of my Presidency that many people didn’t 
hear about because there wasn’t enough con- 
troversy associated with it—{laughter|—was 
to sign a bill called the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act. And let me tell you what 
this bill did. This bill basically says that the 
Federal Government cannot interfere with, 
undermine, or weaken the practice of any- 
body’s religion in the United States unless 
there is some overwhelming reason for it and 
the public interest cannot be protected in any 
other way whatsoever. In other words, the 
first amendment means what it says: We will 
not interfere with the practice of the freedom 
of religion. This has changed a lot of things 
in America. 

We—for example, in a white evangelical 
church, a man had made his tithe payment 
after he’d gone bankrupt, and the Govern- 
ment was going to get the money back. And 
we said, no, no, no, we signed a law; we're 
not taking that money back from that church; 
they've got it. 

For example, we have respected the reli- 
gious practices that are the oldest in our 
country, the practice of the Native Ameri- 
cans, our Indian people, more than ever be- 
fore. We have tried to bend over backwards 
to respect the religious practices of Muslims 
wherever they live in America, even if the 
people involved are converts who happen to 
be in our penal institutions. Everywhere we 
have tried to work to say, the most important 
amendment in the Constitution is the first 
one: freedom of speech, freedom of associa- 
tion, freedom of assembly, and freedom of 


religion. 





2132 


So all these things—I think it made a dif- 
ference to America. And that brings me to 
the point I want to make most strongly. The 
mayor has gone over most of our record and 
there’s lots of other stuff that’s good, but he 
did as good a job as I could. I'll just leave 
that alone. [Laughter] 

There’s a big idea here. Do you believe 
that we're better off if we go forward to- 
gether with mutual respect for each other, 
with all of our diversity, or are we better off 
having a fight every time we disagree with 
somebody over something instead of saying, 
“If you share the values of the Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights and the Declaration 
of Independence, if you’re willing to respect 
me even though I’m different from you, and 
if you’re willing to show up for work tomor- 
row and be a law-abiding citizen, that’s all 
I need to know about you. You're part of 
my America. We're going forward together 
into the 21st century.” That’s what I think 
our position ought to be. 

Lest og get carried away here—this is not 
a simple thing. This seems self-evident to 
you. This is a big deal. Look at the world. 
Look at how the world is convulsed by the— 
how children, innocent children still being 
killed on the brink of the 21st century be- 
cause of tribal, ethnic, racial, and religious 
differences around the world. Consider the 
Holy Land, the home of the three great reli- 
gions of the world who all believe we are 
all created in the image of one God, our Cre- 
ator, our Judge. How shall He judge us for 
keeping on killing each other into the 21st 
century because we're different from some- 
body else? 

Some people said they thought I had over- 
reacted when these churches were being 
burned, when synagogues were being de- 
faced with swastikas, when there was an Is- 
lamic center destroyed in South Carolina. 
Congressman Conyers went with me down 
to South Carolina to see one of these church- 
es that had been burned and then rebuilt. 
And I said, no, I don’t think so, not just be- 
cause churches have been burned in my re- 
gion in my lifetime and we did this before 
and it didn’t work out very well, but because 
all over the world you see the logical conclu- 
sion of human affairs if we define ourselves 
primarily in terms of what we are not instead 
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of what we are. If we start looking at other 
people and say, thank God I’m not them, 
then it’s not very long before you say, well, 
maybe God wants me to do away with them. 
Is that right? [Applause} That's right. You 
think about it. 

So in America we—there’s a connection, 
a direct connection between this fundamen- 
tal religious concept we're talking about here, 
whether we're all the creatures of God and 
all equal in the eyes of God, and the much 
more secular event I just came from, dedicat- 
ing that new airport. Why? Because this is 
the only great democracy that’s got some- 
body from everywhere. This county has near- 
ly got somebody from everywhere in it. 

When Hillary and Chelsea and I went to 
open the Olympics and there were people 
from 192 different groups there, national and 
ethnic groups around the country—our big- 
gest county, Los Angeles County, has people 

rom over 150 of those groups in one county. 
And I'll bet you’re over 100 here in Wayne 
County. 

So if you want to take the benefits of the 
modern world, you have to embrace the val- 
ues in their purest form of honoring other 
people as equals in the eyes of God, if they 
behave, treat you with respect, even if they 
do things you think are dead wrong, if they 
don’t break the law and they treat you with 
respect and they're part of our country. 

This is very important. And that’s why I 
have spent so much time on religious free- 
dom, why I’ve spent so much time on this 
church burning, why after the Oklahoma City 
incident I tried—first of all, you remember, 
there were all these people who said, oh, this 
must be some terrorist attack from the Mid- 
dle East. I said, don’t jump on those people; 
there’s no evidence of that yet. And it turned 
out to be a problem here at home. 

And so I ask you all to think about that. 
Yes, there are these issues. Yes, I believe I’m 
right about family leave and our opponents 
are wrong—the leaders of the Congress and 
my opponent in the race. Yes, I think I’m 
right about college loans and our opponents 
are wrong. I believe all that. Yes, I think we 
were right on the empowerment zones and 
they were wrong to oppose us. Yes, I think 
we were right on trying to prove you can 
grow the economy and still clean up all these 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Oct. 21 


toxic waste sites in our cities and give our 
kids safety, and they were wrong to oppose 
it. I believe all that. 

But you have to understand that under- 
neath every one of those specific things there 
is this—these big ideas. Are we going to treat 
each other with respect and bring our coun- 
try together and build one community and 
say, thank you, God, for giving the United 
States all this diversity on the brink of the 
21st century? And if we do what is morally 
right with this great challenge You've given 
us—it’s challenging for all of us to get along. 
It’s challenging for all of you in one family 
th of along, and challenging to get every- 

y in this church to get along. It’s a chal- 
lenge. So you say, thank you, God, for giving 
us this burden. If we can meet this challenge, 
there is no country better positioned for the 
21st century than the United States, because 
it’s going to be a global society and we've 
got somebody from everybody here already 
—from everywhere. 

So I say to you, when I talk about opening 
the doors of college education to all or hook- 
ing up every classroom in America to the in- 
formation superhighway so that children will 
be talking to each other in the poorest school 
districts and the richest and the most middle 
class in America—they’ll be talking to kids 
halfway around the world in Africa and Asia 
and the Middle East, in Europe, by E-mail 
before you know it. We'll have for the first 
time in American history—all of our children 
will have access to the same information in 
the same time and the same way. All those 
things—every one of these issues you have 
to think about this is a way to let people live 
up to the fullest of their God-given potential 
and to live by our values. 

And we have to live by our values and treat 
each other with respect; otherwise, we can’t 
take advantage of all this. The two things go 
together. We can’t build that bridge to the 
future unless we're going to let everybody 
walk over it. It won’t be strong enough. 

And there’s so many things where you will 
be called upon to meet those challenges; I 
just want to mention two. One is we have 
to do more to help families succeed at work 
and at home. That’s what the Family and 
Medical Leave Act was about. All of you will 
know this, but let me just put it out there 
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anyway. The average American parent is 
spending more time at work and less time 
at home today than in 1969. People are work- 
ing harder. That’s why I wanted the Family 
and Medical Leave Act. That’s why I want 
to expand it so people can go see their chil- 
dren’s teacher or take their Kids or their own 
parents to the doctor without losing their 
jobs—just a little expansion. I want to do 
that. 

But it’s also why we passed a law to say 
new television sets have to have this V-chi 
in it so a parent can determine what the chit. 
dren are watching when they're too young 
to make their own judgment, so they 
shouldn’t be exposed to things they shouldn’t 
see. 

And it’s why we've tried to protect our 
children from the dangers of tobacco being 
advertised to them. You know, 3,000 kids a 
day start smoking in this country even though 
it’s illegal, and 1,000 will die sooner because 
of it. And it’s illegal to do. So, yes, I plead 
guilty; we're trying to stop those companies 
from advertising, marketing, and distributing 
tobacco in a way that inevitably goes to kids. 
I think that’s good. We need to finish that 
work. 

It’s why we have supported the safe and 
drug-free schools program, so there will be 
somebody for our 10-year-olds in a uniform 
standing in front of every class in the country, 
and people can look up to him and say, well, 
if they're not getting it at home, at least they 
ought to get it in school, somebody telling 
these children these drugs are wrong, they 
can kill you. They're not just illegal, they're 
wrong and they can kill you. 

And let me just say in that regard, I want 
to ask you for your support about a specific 
thing I recommended on Saturday. We have 
a particularly troubling time because there’s 
still too many of our children out there rais- 
ing themselves. A lot of you know that better 
than I do. And I am proud, as the mayor 
said, that we've increased child support col- 
lections by nearly 50 percent. We're going 
to increase it a lot more in the next 4 years. 
But getting the check is not the same thing 
as having mama and daddy at home talking 
about right and wrong. It’s not the same 
thing. It’s important, but it’s not the same 
thing. 
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Now consider this: The crime rate has 
gone down in America for 4 years in a row. 
The violent crime rate has gone down for 
4 years in a row, but the juvenile murder 
rate didn’t start going down until last year. 
And the juvenile rate of violence didn’t start 
going down until this year. Isn’t that awful? 
Who would have ever believed that our kids 
under 18 could be in worse shape when it 
comes to violating the law than a lot of people 
older? 

The drug rates in this country—the 
rates—casual drug use, marijuana use, and 
cocaine use have all gone down substantially 
in the last 4 years. But the rate of drug use 
in our country among juveniles has gone up 
substantially. I want to say—let me—let’s get 
this clear: About 90 percent of our kids are 
still drug-free, and they're not experiment- 
ing, they're not doing anything wrong. But 
still, 10 or 11 percent of the people fooling 
around with drugs is terrifying. It’s terrifying. 
And last weekend, I said one of the things 
I think we ought to do is to say to our young 
people, if you want to get a driver’s license, 
we want you to pass a drug test. And if you 


don’t it, you can’t have a driver’s license. 


I think that’s important. 

Now, I want to ask you—{applause|—I 
want to ask you to support that because some 
of our young people say, “Well, what's that 
old, cranky President doing that to me for? 
I'd never think of doing that.” I want you 
to ask the 90 percent of our kids who hadn’t 
done anything wrong to take this on as a per- 
sonal responsibility. They are—we are incon- 
veniencing them to help us identify those 
kids that are in trouble before it is too late. 

And I hope you will support me from the 
pulpit on this because this is important. We 
cannot afford to have a country where all the 
young adults—where people normally take 
a lot of the risks in life—are getting smarter 
about drugs, and the juveniles, the kids under 
18, are still getting dumber about drugs. We 
have to do something about it. So that’s one 
idea we have I hope you'll support. 

The other specific thing I want to ask you 
for is this: I am proud of the fact that because 
of the strength of our economy, that we all 
did together, and because of special work I’ve 
done with States and communities around 
the country, the welfare rolls have almost 2 
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million fewer people on them than the day 
I became President—people moving from 
welfare to work. I’m proud of that. 

Now, there has been a lot of controversy 
about this welfare reform law I signed, but 
I want to just ask you to think with me for 
about 2 minutes about that. Let me tell you 
what the law says. The law says the National 
Government will continue to guarantee to 
poor families and little children medical care 
and food and if the parent, the mother goes 
to work, more child care than ever. The 
money that used to be in the welfare check 
itself, which is part Federal and part State— 
it used to go out every month in the check— 
that money will now go to the States, and 
the States and the communities will have 2 
years to figure out how to turn the welfare 
check into a paycheck for able-bodied peo- 
ple. That is a good and honorable thing to 
do. But we can only do it if there is a job 
there to earn a paycheck from. 

So to me this is not a matter of rhetoric. 
I want to take poverty out of politics. I want 
poor people to be treated like other people. 
And to do that, we’ve got to take it out of 
politics. And to do that, we have to develop 
community- and neighborhood-based _pro- 
grams to treat people like individuals and 
families like individual families with dignity. 

Now, let me give you an example of what 
can be done. And I want every one of you 
to think about whether your church, your 
synagogue, your mosque, your Islamic center 
could participate in this. Under the law now, 
it is now legal for every State in the country 
to say to any employer, including a religious 
institution, if you will add one person to your 
work force and you will pay them something 
about the minimum wage and guarantee 
them a job for a while, you can have their 
welfare check as a wage supplement. 

In addition to that, I’m going to offer to 
the Congress a special targeted tax cut for 
people to hire people off welfare. Now, con- 
sider this. A welfare check on average in most 
States for a farnily of three is worth about-— 
I don’t know—three bucks an hour. If some- 
body gets hired at $7.50 an hour, $8 an hour 
or whatever, the employer gets the check as 
a subsidy to take people and train them and 
care about their children and end the phys- 
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ical isolation that happens to people who get 
trapped without opportunity. 

But don’t kid yourself; this law will be a 
flop if the rest of us don’t do our responsibil- 
ity. All the people that criticized me for sign- 
ing this bill, if we do a lousy job they'll be 
right, because poor le will be worse off 
after the bill than before. The problem is be- 
fore, we tried it that way and half the people 
were always stuck. So there was a limit to 
how much good we could do before, and the 
real value of these monthly checks is much 
lower than it was 20 years ago. 

Now we've got a chance to take the politics 
out of poverty, to make it into a people prob- 
lem and a challenge, and the new system will 
literally permit every business person in the 
country, every nonprofit employer in the 
country, every religious institution in the 
country to get one family and say, “You're 
mine.” And then if the State has got any 
sense at all, they would do this, every State, 
to give the communities the power to say, 
“Here’s the check. It’s a supplement. We're 
going to pay you to prove that this person 
and her children can be just like everybody 
else in life if they get the right kind of help.” 
And I ask you, I want you to help me do 
that. Will you think about helping me do 
that? Will you prove that we can give poor 
po another chance? Will you help us do 
that? [Applause] 

The last thing I want to say is this: If you 
don’t show up November 5th, all this is a 
highly academic conversation. I have worked 
as hard as I could to show the American peo- 
ple—whenever I go to a big rally—I don’ t 
know if you've ever seen them on tele- 
vision—I am always introduced by a citizen 
who has done something related to some- 
thing I’m working on in Washington, because 
I want people like the folks that show up 
with you every week to see the connection 
between what we do in Washington—Sen- 
ator Levin and I and these Members of Con- 
gress—and what you do here. That’s what 
I want. And I’m just saying, anything you can 
do to increase that voter turnout, you ought 
to do. We talk a lot about politicians’ respon- 
sibility; voting is the citizens’ responsibility. 
That's the price you pay for democracy. 


2135 


And I will end with this story. I was in 
Cleveland before I came here today—a great 
American city. And I drove by a church— 
just by total accident, it wasn’t planned—I 
drove by a church that 4 years ago, about 
this time, I was in. And the pastor, a great 
American pastor—a lot of you know him— 
his name is Otis Moss, a great American 
preacher. And Otis Moss was talking to the 
flock that night, and he said, “A lot of you 
don’t think you ought to vote.” He said, “Let 
me tell you a story.” He said, “I grew up 
in the South when we weren't allowed to 
vote. And finally, after people going to jail, 
and people going to court, and Congress 
passing laws, my daddy got the right to vote. 
And he walked 10 miles to the polling place. 
And those people looked at him, and they'd 
say, ‘I’m sorry, Mr. Moss, you're at the wrong 
polling place. You got to go someplace else.’ 
And he said he had to walk 4 or 5 miles to 
the next polling place. And he said when he 
got there, they said, ‘I’m sorry, Mr. Moss, 
the polls are closed.’ He said he’d been wait- 
ing all his life to vote.” He said, “The first 
time my daughter was old enough to vote, 
I took her to the polling place and we both 
got into the place at the same time and we 
closed the machines.” And he said, “Before 
I could vote, I put my ear up next to my 
voting booth and I listened to my daughter 
vote, and I thought about my daddy walking 
all those miles all those years.” He said, “No- 
body in my family has ever missed a vote.” 

And so I ask you to think about that bright 
new day that’s out there before us and the 
many, many miles people walked without the 
right to have a say about that new day, and 
do everything you can with everybody you 
know to make sure that on November 5th 
we build that bridge to the 21st century. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:42 p.m. at the 
Cobo Center. In his remarks, he referred to Rev. 
Odell Jones, pastor, Pleasant Grove Baptist 
Church; Mayor Dennis W. Archer; James J. Blan- 
chard, former Governor of Michigan; Father Wil- 
liam Cunningham, director, Project Hope; and 
civil rights activist Rosa Parks. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on Colombian Narcotics 
Traffickers 

October 21, 1996 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I hereby report to the Congress on the de- 
velopments since my report of April 23, 1996, 
concerning the national emergency with re- 
spect to significant narcotics traffickers cen- 
tered in Colombia that was declared in Exec- 
utive Order 12978 of October 21, 1995. This 
report is submitted pursuant to section 
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 204(c) of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c). 

1. On October 21, 1995, I signed Execu- 
tive Order 12978, “Blocking Assets and Pro- 
hibiting Transactions with Significant Nar- 
cotics Traffickers” (the “Order”’) (60 Fed. 
Reg. 54579, October 24, 1995). The Order 
blocks all property subject to U.S. jurisdic- 
tion in which there is any interest of four 
significant foreign narcotics traffickers who 
are principals in the so-called Cali drug cartel 
centered in Colombia. They are listed in the 
Annex to the Order. The Order also blocks 
the property and interests in property of for- 
eign persons determined by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in consultation with the Attor- 
ney General and the Secretary of State, (a) 
to play a significant role in international nar- 
cotics trafficking centered in Colombia or (b) 
to materially assist in or provide financial or 
technological support for, or goods or serv- 
ices in support of, the narcotics trafficking 
activities of persons designated in or pursu- 
ant to the Order. In addition the Order 
blocks all property and interests in property 
subject to U.S. jurisdiction of persons deter- 
mined by the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
consultation with the Attorney General and 
the Secretary of State, to be owned or con- 
trolled by, or to act for or on behalf of, per- 
sons designated in or pursuant to the Order 
(collectively “Specially Designated Narcotics 
Traffickers” or (SDNTs)). 

The Order further prohibits any trans- 
action or dealing by a United States person 
or within the United States in property or 
interests in property of SDNTs, and any 
transaction that evades or avoids, has the pur- 
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pose of evading or avoiding, or attempts to 
violate, the prohibitions contained in the 
Order. 

Designations of foreign persons blocked 
pursuant to the Order are cliective upon the 
date of determination by the Director of the 
Department of the Treasury's Office of For- 
eign Assets Control (OFAC) acting under au- 
thority delegated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. Public notice of blocking is effec- 
tive upon the date of filing with the Federal 
Register, or upon prior actual notice. 

2. On October 24, 1995, the Department 
of the Treasury issued a notice containing 
76 additional names of persons determined 
to meet the criteria set forth in Executive 
Order 12978 (60 Fed. Reg. 54582-84, Octo- 
ber 24, 1995). 

The Department of the Treasury issued 
another notice adding the names of one addi- 
tional entity and three additional individuals, 
as well as expanded information regarding 
addresses and pseudonyms, to the List of 
SDNTs on November 29, 1995 (60 Fed. Reg. 
61288-89). 

3. On March 8, 1996, OFAC published a 
notice in the Federal Register adding the 
names of 138 additional individuals and 60 
entities designated pursuant to the Order, 
and revising information for 8 individuals on 
the list of blocked persons contained in the 
notices published on November 29, 1995, 
and October 24, 1995 (61 Fed. Reg. 9523- 
28). The OFAC, in coordination with the At- 
torney General and the Secretary of State, 
is continuing to expand the list of Specially 
Designated Narcotics Traffickers, including 
both organizations and individuals, as addi- 
tional information is developed. 

4. Since my last report, OFAC has issued 
498 alert letters to businesses in Colombia 
that are known to have had some form of 
pre-sanctions business or financial relation- 
ships with entities identified as SDNTs of the 
Cali drug cartel. These letters urge the Co- 
lombian companies to sever any business or 
financial relationships they have with the 
SDNTSs. 

5. A task force operating under OFAC’s 
direction and staffed with personnel detailed 
from the Department of Justice and other 
Federal agencies has been established in the 
U.S. Embassy in Bogota to enhance OFAC’s 
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enforcement capabilities under the SDNT 
program. The task force, which also has other 
personnel assigned to OFAC in Washington, 
is working on an expedited basis to escalate 
the attack on the drug cartels in Colombia 
as envisioned by Executive Order 12978. 

The task force mission is to identify, de- 
velop, and exploit all forms of information 
resources in Colombia in order to further ex- 
pose and incapacitate the businesses and 
operatives of the Cali drug cartel and other 
significant narcotics traffickers in Colombia. 
By increasing the number of SDNT designa- 
tions, U.S. sanctions will impact an ever-larg- 
er number of individuals and entities that are 
owned or controlled by, or act for or on be- 
half of the cartels, or which provide material 
or financial support to the activities of Sig- 
nificant Narcotics Traffickers. Personnel and 
related costs are being born by the parent 
agencies of the persons detailed to the nar- 
cotics sanctions project in Bogota and Wash- 
ington. 

6. As of August 31, 1996, OFAC had issued 
five specific licenses pursuant to Executive 
Order 12978. These licenses were issued in 
accordance with established Treasury policy 
authorizing the completion of pre-sanctions 
transactions and the provision of legal serv- 
ices to and payment of fees for representa- 
tion of SDNTs in proceedings within the 
United States arising from the imposition of 
sanctions. 

7. The expenses incurred by the Federal 
Government in the 6-month period from 
April 21 through October 20, 1996, that are 
directly attributable to the exercise of powers 
and authorities conferred by the declaration 
of the national emergency with respect to 
Significant Narcotics Traffickers are esti- 
mated at approximately $1 million. Personnel 
costs were largely centered in the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury (particularly in the Of- 
fice of Foreign Assets Control, the Office of 
the General Counsel, and the U.S. Customs 
Service), the Department of Justice, and the 
Department of State. 

8. Executive Order 12978 provides this 
Administration with a new tool for combat- 
ting the actions of significant foreign narcot- 
ics traffickers centered in Colombia, and the 
unparalleled violence, corruption, and harm 
that they cause in the United States and 
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abroad. The Order is designed to deny these 
traffickers the benefit of any assets subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United States and 
to prevent United States persons from engag- 
ing in any commercial dealings with them, 
their front companies, and their agents. Ex- 
ecutive Order 12978 demonstrates the U.S. 
commitment to end the scourge that such 
traffickers have wrought upon society in the 
United States and abroad. 

The magnitude and the dimension of the 


problem in Colombia—perhaps the most piv- 


otal country of all in terms of the world’s 
cocaine trade—is extremely grave. I shall 
continue to exercise the powers at my dis- 
posal to apply economic sanctions against sig- 
nificant foreign narcotics traffickers and their 
violent and corrupting activities as long as 
these measures are appropriate, and will con- 
tinue to report period ly to the Congress 
on significant developments pursuant to 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c). 
Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging- 
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This 
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec- 
retary on October 22. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Detroit, Michigan 


October 22, 1996 


Thank you very, very much. Thank you so 
much. Mayor and Mrs. Archer, Congressman 
Dingell, Congressman Bonior, Congressman 
Levin, Governor and Mrs. Blanchard, Mayor 
Stanley—[applause|—you can clap for any- 
one you like, it’s an informal day—Mayor 
Stanley, Bishop, Mayor Bob Kozaren of 
Hamtramck, welcome. [Applause] Thank 

ou. 

I'd like to welcome the fourth grade stu- 
dents from the Hiller Elementary School 
from Lapeer, Michigan. They're here some- 
where. Where are they? Welcome. We're 
glad you're here. And students from the 
Academy of Military Science in Detroit are 
here somewhere, I think. Where are you, 
back there in the back? Welcome. 
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I want to thank Senator Carl Levin for his 
extraordinary work. As you know—I’m sure 
everyone in Michigan knows that in January 
Senator Levin will become at least the rank- 
ing Democratic member of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee and perhaps the 
chairman of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. We wish him well. In addition 
to his vigorous representation of the people 
of Michigan on all kinds of domestic issues, 
he has been a great leader for keeping our 
Nation strong and secure in this time of re- 
markable change. And the State, the Nation, 
and the President are in your debt, Senator. 
Thank you very much. 

I am delighted to be here in Detroit to 
discuss the challenges we face as we enter 
the 2lst century, to make sure that we re- 
main the world’s strongest force for peace 
and freedom, for security and prosperity. De- 
troit is a city meeting the challenges of the 
future and is the perfect place for me to have 
this pe eg to visit with you. Yesterday 
I couldn't help thinking that in the 
empowerment zone that the mayor and oth- 
ers have worked to make so much of, which 
has generated $2 billion in private capital to 
develop the resources of the people of De- 
troit here, and in the ground we broke yester- 
day for a $1.6 billion new airport to give you 
the capacity to reach out to the rest of the 
world, Detroit is doing what all of America 
must do. We must develop ourselves and 
reach out to the rest of the world. Congratu- 
lations, Mayor, and to all the other local offi- 
cials here. We're delighted to be here. 

From its very founding, our Nation has 
stood for the idea that people have the right 
to control their own lives, to pursue their own 
dreams. In this century we have done far 
more than just stand for these principles; 
Americans have acted upon them and sac- 
rificed for them, fought two World Wars so 
that freedom could triumph over tyranny, 
then made commitments that kept the peace, 
that helped to spread democracy, that 
brought great prosperity to ourselves and 
helped to win the cold war. 

Now the ideas we struggle for, democracy 
and freedom—freedom of religion, freedom 
of speech, freedom of assembly, open mar- 
kets, a for diversity—these ideas are 


more and more the ideals of humanity. When 
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we adopted democracy as our form of gov- 
ernment in 1776, and then when we ratified 
our Constitution a few years later, it was an 
unusual choice that we made. Democracy 
had largely vanished from the Earth for near- 
ly 2,000 years, since ancient Greece. 

In this century, amid all the wars and 
bloodshed, we have struggled to advance the 
cause of democracy and to support those who 
are seeking it. And now, for the first time 
in history, 61 percent of the world’s nations, 
and for the very first time in the last couple 
of years, over half of the people on the face 
of the globe live under democratically elect- 
ed leaders in free countries. That’s a remark- 
able thing. This never happened before. 

Four years ago when I sought the Presi- 
dency I said that to build a strong community 
based on opportunity and responsibility here 
at home, to be both prosperous and secure, 
we would have to continue to lead abroad 
in this new era. The burden of American 
leadership and the importance of it, indeed, 
the essential character of American leader- 
ship is one of the great lessons of the 20th 
century. It will be an even more powerful 
reality in the 21st century, a century in which 
the blocs and barriers that defined the world 
for previous generations will continue to give 
way to greater freedom, faster change, great- 
er communications and commerce across na- 
tional borders, and more profound innova- 
tion than ever before, a century in which 
more people than ever will have the chance 
to share in humanity's genius for progress. 

As walls come down around the world, so 
must the walls in our minds between our do- 
mestic policy and our foreign policy. Think 
about it. Our prosperity as individuals, com- 
munities, and a nation depends upon our 
economic policies at home and abroad, on 
Detroit's empowerment zone and your com- 
mitment to an airport facility that will con- 
nect you better to the rest of the world. Our 
well-being as individuals, communities, and 
a nation depends upon our environmental 
policies at home and abroad. Our security 
as individuals, communities, and a nation de- 
pends upon our policies to fight terrorism, 
crime, and drugs at home and abroad. We 
reduce the threats to people here in America 
by reducing the threats beyond our borders. 
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We advance our interests at home by advanc- 
ing the common good around the world. 

Let me just give you one example that I'll 
return to in a moment. In the last 4 years 
the American people, working together, have 
created 104% million new jobs. Now, that is 
good news. But perhaps even more impor- 
tant, more than half of those jobs are in high- 
wage categories. That is one reason that real 
wages for the typical working family have 
started to rise again for the first time in a 
decade. 

Now, that has to be seen in terms of what 
is happening to the American economy be- 
coming connected to the rest of the world. 
We've had an all-time high in exports, an in- 
crease in exports of about 35 percent, and 
we know that export-related jobs, on average, 
pay considerably higher than jobs which are 
totally confined in their economic impact to 
the domestic community. 

The 200-plus agreements we've made in 
trade, including over 20 with Japan, we've 
seen an increase of 85 percent in the export 
of American products to Japan. I visited, as 
many of you know, an American auto dealer- 
ship in Tokyo. And just yesterday we learned 
that our exports of American cars to Japan 
increased 40 percent in just one year last 
year. I say that simply to make the point that 
our economic policies at home and abroad 
affect the well-being of America’s families. 

And in a world that is increasingly inter- 
connected, we have to just sort of take down 
that artificial wall in our mind that this is 
completely a foreign policy issue and this is 
completely a domestic issue, because increas- 
ingly they impact one on the other. That is 
why I think, among other things, we have 
to resist those who believe that now that the 
cold war is over the United States can com- 
pletely return to focusing on problems within 
our borders and basically ignore those be- 
yond our borders. 

That escapism is not available to us be- 
cause at the end of the cold war, America 
truly is the world’s indispensable nation. 
There are times when only America can 
make the difference between war and peace, 
between freedom and repression, between 
hope and fear. We cannot and should not 
try to be the world’s policeman. But where 
our interests and values are clearly at stake, 
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and where we can make a difference, we 
must act and lead. 

We must lead in two ways: first, by meet- 
ing the immediate challenges to our interests 
from rogue regimes, from sudden explosions 
of ethnic, racial, and religious and tribal 
hatreds, from short-term crises; and second, 
by making long-term investments in security, 
prosperity, peace, and freedom that can pre- 
vent these problems from arising in the first 
place and that will help all of us to fully seize 
the opportunities of the 21st century. 

We have approached the immediate chal- 
lenges with strength and flexibility, working 
with others when we can, alone when we 
must, using diplomacy where possible and 
force where nece: ; 

When I took office, the bloodiest war in 
Europe since World War II was raging in 
Bosnia. Thanks to U.S.-led NATO air strikes, 
American diplomacy, and IFOR’s peace- 
keeping efforts, the war is over, elections 
have been held. The Bosnian people are now 
getting on with the very hard work of rebuild- 
ing their lives, their land, their economy, and 
their capacity to deal with each other in an 
atmosphere of respect. None of it will be 
easier, but America acted, our partners and 
allies acted. And think of what would have 


happened if we had walked away. 

When I took office, dictators terrorized 
Haiti. They forced tens of thousands of refu- 
gees to flee. Because we backed American 


iplomacy with military force and the power 
of an international ition, the dictators are 
pane Haiti’s democracy is back; the flight 
rom fear has ended. Difficulties remain, but 
think what it would be like if America had 
not acted. 

As Senator Levin said, when I took office 
North Korea was moving forward with a dan- 
gerous nuclear program it had been working 
on for more than a decade. Thanks to our 
diplomacy, and with the help of Japan, South 
Korea, and China, North Korea frozen 
that p under international monitoring. 
I wish that more progress were being ma 
in North Korea toward openness, but think 
how much worse it would be if we had not 
acted. 

Two years ago the collapse of the Mexican 

j ized our own economy and the 
sanctity of our borders. Because we stepped 
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in immediately and rallied others to join us, 


Mexico has rebounded. a of 


our loans have been repaid ahead of sched- 
ule. We are earning interest on the deal. I 
believe we have made about a half a billion 
dollars so far. I know that was one of the 
more unpopular decisions of my Presidency, 
but think what would have happened if we 
had allowed our neighbor to the south to col- 
lapse economically without a supporting 
hand from the United States for their efforts 
to reform their political and economic sys- 
tems and, therefore, to be able to work with 
us in a supportive way. 

In each of these cases we were able to 
succeed because, first, we accepted the re- 
sponsibility to lead. But it isn’t enough just 
to handle these immediate crises. We also 
must set our sights on a more distant horizon. 
Through our size, our strength, our relative 
wealth, and also through the power of our 
example, America has a unique ability to 
shape a world of greater security and pros- 
perity, peace, and freedom. These are long- 
term efforts and often they take place behind 
the headlines. But only by pursuing them can 
we give our children the best possible oppor- 
tunity to realize their own God-given poten- 
tial. 

That’s why we have worked patiently and 
pragmatically to reduce the threat of weap- 
ons of mass destruction, to take on the chal- 
lenge of terrorism, to build an open trading 
system for the 21st century, to help secure 
the gains that peace and freedom are making 
around the world. We are making the future 
more secure by lifting the danger of weapons 
of mass destruction. 

It has taken hard negotiations and persist- 
ent diplomacy. But consider the results. 
Today, not a single Russian missile targets 
America. We are cutting our nuclear arsenals 
by two-thirds. We are working to keep the 
remaining weapons safe and secure. We 
helped to convince Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and 
Belarus to give up the warheads left on their 
lands after the Soviet Union dissolved. We 
won the indefinite extension of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, our most powerful 
tool in keeping nuclear weapons from 
spreading. And just a few weeks ago, after 
literally decades of discussion that began 
under Presidents Eisenhower and Kennedy, 
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I was proud to be the first head of state to 
sign the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty. Once enforced, it will end nuclear 
testing for all times. 

There is, to be sure, more hard work ahead 
of us. We must secure the ratification in the 
United States Senate of the Chemical Weap- 
ons Convention, to make it more difficult for 
rogue states and terrorists to acquire s 
gas. We must strengthen the Biological 
Weapons Convention to help prevent the use 
of disease as a weapon of war. And we must 
succeed in negotiating a worldwide ban on 
antipersonnel landmines, which murder and 
maim more than 25,000 people a year. 

As we keep our focus on these goals, we 
must also keep the heat on terrorists who 
would darken the dawn of the new century. 
Piece by piece, we have put in place a strat- 
egy to Reht terrorism on three fronts: tough- 
ening our laws at home, tightening security 
in our airports and airplanes, and pressing 
our allies to adopt with us a strict policy of 
zero—zero—tolerance for terrorism. 

In the congressional session just con- 
cluded, two important pieces of legislation 
were passed to help give us the tools to fight 
terrorists at home. And almost all the Vice 
President’s recommendations for increased 
security at our airports and on our airplanes 
were adopted in a billion-dollar bill designed 
to help us move immediately and aggres- 
sively to improve airport and airline security. 
I am encouraged by that. 

When I met last summer with the leaders 
of the G~7 nations in France, they agreed 
to work with us to try to get a zero tolerance 
for terrorism policy around the world. While 
we can defeat terrorists—and we have been 
successful in thwarting attempted terrorist 
attacks in the United States, attempted at- 
tacks on our planes flying out of the west 
coast; recently there was a conviction in a 
United States court of a person we extradited 
back to the United States who was charged 
and then convicted of conspiring to blow up 
a number of airplanes flying out of our west 
coast over the Pacific—it will be a long time 
before we defeat terrorism. But we have to 
remain determined and strong. If we do, we 
know we can prevail. 

It took a while for the cold war to be re- 
solved in a way that was favorable to human- 
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ity and freedom, but we stayed the course, 
and we must stay the course against this. And 
our allies must help us. We simply cannot 
be doing business by day with people who 
are supporting terrorists who will kill us by 
night. That is wrong, and we must work to 
develop a common policy on that. 

We are building prosperity at home by 
opening markets abroad, as I said earlier. I 
believe that decades from now people will 
look back on this period and see the most 
far-reaching changes in the world trading sys- 
tem in generations. More than 200 trade 
agreements we have negotiated have led to 
more than a million new jobs. They've helped 
to make America the number one exporter 
again. You know that here in Detroit. You 
led the Nation here with the fastest recent 
growth in export trade. And today, for the 
first time since the 1970's, the United States 
is again the number one producer of auto- 
mobiles in the world. 

It is not easy to both expand trade and 
keep the rules fair. It has to be done issue 
by issue, agreement by agreement. It is hard 
work, day-in and day-out, month-in and 
month-out, year-in and year-out. But we 
must continue to do it. Next month I will 
travel again to Asia, to the Philippines, for 
the fourth annual summit of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation forum, because a lot 
of America’s future is tied to Asia’s future. 
As a Pacific power, we have a responsibility 
to work for stability and security in Asia, and 
an opportunity to benefit from that region’s 
extraordinary economic growth. 

We are also working to advance the cause 
of peace and freedom around the world. This 
also is a mission rooted in both our ideals 
and our interests. After all, when people live 
free and they're at peace, they're much less 
likely to make war or abuse the rights of their 
own citizens, much more likely to be good 
trading partners and partners in the struggle 
against terrorism, international crime, and 
drug trafficking, working with us to prevent 
global environmental decay. From the Mid- 
dle East to Northern Ireland, from Cuba to 
Burma, from Burundi to South Africa, those 
taking risks for peace and freedom know that 
the United States will stand at their side. 

Nowhere are our interests more engaged 
than in Europe. When Europe is at peace, 
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our security is strengthened. When Europe 
a so does America. We have a special 
nd because our Nation was formed from 
the hopes and dreams of those who came 
to our shores from across the Atlantic seeking 
religious freedom, fleeing persecution, look- 
ing for a better life. From the Pilgrims of 
1620 to the Hungarian freedom fighters of 
1956, whose struggle we commemorate to- 
morrow, they gave America the strength of 
diversity and the passion for freedom. 

Remarkable generations of Americans in- 
vested in Europe’s peace and freedom with 
their own sacrifice. They fought two World 
Wars. They had the vision to create NATO 
and the Marshall plan. The vigor of those 
institutions, the force of democracy, the de- 
termination of people to be free, all these 
helped to produce victory in the cold war. 
But now that that freedom has been won, 
it is this generation’s responsibility to ensure 
that it will not be lost again, not ever. 

President Reagan gave strength to those 
working to bring down the Iron Curtain. 
President Bush helped to reunify Germany. 
And now, for the very first time since nation- 
states first appeared in Europe, we have an 
opportunity to build a peaceful, undivided, 
and democratic continent. It has never hap- 
pened before; it can be done now, a con- 
tinent where democracy and free markets 
know no boundaries, but where nations can 
be assured that their borders will always be 
secure and their sovereignty and independ- 
ence will always be respected. 

In January 1994, during my first trip to 
Europe as President, I laid out a strategy for 
European integration: political integration 
around democracies, economic integration 
around free markets, security integration 
around military cooperation. I urged our en- 
during allies and new friends to build the 
bonds among our nations that are necessary 
for this time, through the European Union, 
through NATO, through the other institu- 
tions of a new Europe. I challenged all our 
people to summon the will and the resources 
to make this vision real. 

The United States and Europe are answer- 
ing that challenge. With our help, the forces 
of reform in Europe’s newly free nations 
have laid the foundations of democracy. They 
have political parties and free elections, an 
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independent media, civilian control of the 
military. We've helped them to develop suc- 
cessful market economies, and now are mov- 
ing from aid to trade and investment. 

Look at what has been achieved by our 
common efforts. In the 7 years since the fall 
of the Berlin Wall, two-thirds of Russia's 
economy has moved from the heavy grip of 
the state into private hands. Poland has now 
one of the West’s highest rates of growth. 
You're as likely to read about Poland on the 
business page as the front today. The 
private sector produces the national in- 
come of an independent Ukraine. From the 
Czech Republic to Hun to Estonia, the 
same forces of freedom and free markets are 
creating bustling prosperity and hope for the 
future. 

The bedrock of our common security re- 
mains NATO. When President Truman 
signed the North Atlantic Treaty 47 years 
ago, he expressed the goal of its founders 
plainly but powerfully: to preserve their 
present peaceful situation and to protect it 
in the future. All of us here today, every sin- 
gle one of us, are the beneficiaries of NATO’s 
extraordinary success in doing just that. 

NATO defended the West by deterring ag- 
gression. Even more, through NATO, West- 
ern Europe became a source of stability in- 
stead of hostility. France and Germany 
moved from conflict to cooperation. Democ- 
racy took permanent root in countries where 
fascism once ruled. 

I came to office convinced that NATO can 
do for Europe’s East what it did for Europe’s 
West: prevent a return to local rivalries, 
strengthen democracy against future threats, 
and create the conditions for prosperity to 
flourish. That’s why the United States has 
taken the lead in a three-part effort to build 
a new NATO for a new era: first, by adapting 
NATO with new capabilities for new mis- 
sions; second, by opening its doors to Eu- 
rope’s emerging democracies; third, by build- 
ing a strong and cooperative relationship be- 
tween NATO and Russia. 

To adapt NATO, we have taken on mis- 
sions beyond the territory of its members for 
the first time and done so in cooperation with 
nonmember states, shifting our emphasis to 
smaller and more flexible ins prepared to 
provide for our defense but also trained and 
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equipped for peacekeeping. We're setting up 
mobile h uarters to run these new mis- 
sions more effectively and efficiently. We're 
giving our European allies a larger role with- 
in the alliance, while preserving NATO’s vital 
core, which is an integrated command mili- 
tary structure. 

The United States will continue to take the 
lead in NATO, especially in the southern re- 
gion where the most immediate threats to 

exist. But we welcome our allies’ will- 
ingness to shoulder a greater share of the 
burden and to assume greater leadership. 

Bosnia has been the first major test of the 
new NATO. At first, NATO could act jointly 
only with the United Nations. But once 
NATO took charge, once its lead, its air 
power, together with its diplomatic leader- 
ship, was available fully, it pushed the 
Bosnian Serbs from the battlefield to the bar- 
gaining table. The NATO-led Implementa- 
tion Force has restored security to Bosnia. 
It has given the Bosnian people a chance, 
not a guarantee but a chance to build a last- 
ing peace. 

But for NATO to fulfill its real promise 
of peace and democracy in Europe it will 
not be enough simply to take on new mis- 
sions as the need arises. NATO must also 
take in new members, including those from 
among its former adversaries. It must reach 
out to all the new democracies in Central 
Europe, the Baltics, and the New Independ- 
ent States of the former Soviet Union. 

At the first NATO summit I attended in 
January of 1994, I proposed that NATO 
should enlarge, steadily eliberately, openly. 
And our allies agreed. First, together, we cre- 
ated the Partnership For Peace as a path to 
full NATO membership for some and a 
strong and lasting link to the alliance for all. 
I think it would be fair to say that the Part- 
nership For Peace has exceeded what even 
its most optimistic supporters predicted for 
it in the beginning. There are more than two 
dozen members now. 

The more than two dozen members and 
the astonishing amount of cooperation and 
joint training and partnership that has devel- 
oped as a result of this Partnership For Peace 
has made it something of significance—I be- 
lieve enduring significance—beyond what we 
ever imagined when we started it. And the 
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strategy is paying off. The pros of mem- 
bership in or partnership with NATO has 
given Europe’s new democracies a strong in- 
centive to continue to reform and to improve 
relations with their neighbors. 

Through the Partnership For Peace, pro- 
spective new members are actually gaining 
the practical experience they need to join 
NATO. Thirteen partner nations are serving 
alongside NATO troops and helping to se- 
cure the peace in Bosnia. There are Polish 
and Czech combat battalions, Hungarian and 
Romanian engineering troops, soldiers from 
Ukraine and the Baltic States, forces from 
Sweden and Finland and a full Russian bri- 
gade. Just 7 years ago, these soldiers served 
on opposite sides of the Iron Curtain. Today, 
their teamwork with our troops and other 
European NATO allies is erasing the lines 
that once divided Europe while bringing an 
end to the bloodiest conflict in Europe since 
World War II. 

We have kept NATO enlargement on 
track. Now it is time to take the next historic 
step forward. Last month, I called for a sum- 
mit in the spring or early summer of next 
year to name the first group of future NATO 
members and to invite them to begin acces- 
sion talks. Today I want to state America’s 
goal. By 1999, NATO’s 50th anniversary and 
10 years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, the 
first group of countries we invite to join 
should be full-fledged members of NATO. 

I also pledged for my part, and I believe 
for NATO’s part as well, that NATO’s doors 
will not close behind its first new members. 
NATO should remain open to all of Europe’s 
emerging democracies who are ready to 
shoulder the responsibilities of membership. 
No nation will be automatically excluded. No 
country outside NATO will have a veto. We 
will work to deepen our cooperation, mean- 
while, with all the nations in the Partnership 
For Peace. A gray zone of insecurity must 
not reemerge in Europe. 

Now, I want to say that as we go forward 
the American people should be aware that 
this plan is not free of costs. Peace and secu- 
rity are not available on the cheap. Enlarge- 
ment will mean extending the most solemn 
security guarantee to our new allies. To be 
a NATO member means that all the other 
members make a commitment to treat an at- 
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tack on one as an attack on all. But mark 
my words, if we fail to seize this historic op- 
portunity to build a new NATO in a new 
Europe, if we allow the Iron Curtain to be 
replaced by a veil of indifference, we will pay 
a much higher price later on down the road. 
America will be stronger and safer if the 
democratic family continues to grow, if we 
bring to our ~ *s partners willing to share 
the risks and r _ponsibilities of freedom. 

By overwheuning majorities this summer, 
both Houses of Congress passed a NATO en- 
largement facilitation act. I greatly appreciate 
this bipartisan support for our efforts to forge 
a broader alliance of prosperity, of security 
and, as the First Lady said in Prague on the 
last 4th of July, an alliance of values with 
Europe. I look forward to working with Con- 
gress to ratify the accession of new members, 
to provide the resources we need to meet 
this commitment, to secure the support of 
the American people. NATO enlargement is 
not directed against anyone. It will advance 
the security of everyone: NATO’s old mem- 
bers, new members, and nonmembers alike. 

I know that some in Russia still look at 
NATO through a cold-war prism and, there- 
fore, look at our proposals to expand it in 
a negative light. But I ask them to look again. 
We are building a new NATO, just as we 
support the Russian people in building a new 
Russia. By reducing rivalry and fear, by 
strengthening peace and cooperation, NATO 
will promote greater stability in Europe and 
Russia will be among the beneficiaries. In- 
deed, Russia has the best chance in history 
to help to build that peaceful and undivided 
Europe and to be an equal and respected 
and successful partner in that sort of future. 

The great opportunity the Russian people 
have is to define themselves in terms of the 
future, not the past, to forge a new relation- 
ship with NATO as enlargement moves for- 
ward. The United States has suggested that 
Russia and NATO work out a formal agree- 
ment on cooperation. We should set up a 
regular mechanism for NATO-Russia meet- 
ings at all levels. We should consult on Euro- 

an security issues so that whenever pos- 
sible NATO and Russia can act jointly to 
meet the challenges of the new era, just as 
we have acted jointly in Bosnia. 
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Just think about it. In Bosnia, Russia and 
NATO are already partners for peace. We 
should set our sights on becoming full part- 
ners and bringing all of Europe together. To- 
gether we can help to turn the main battle- 
ground for the bloodiest century in history 
into a continent whose people remain secure 
and prosperous, free and at peace. 

These past 4 years, it’s - one of the 
greatest privil of my life to represent 
America around the world, from the halls of 
Kremlin to the hillsides of Port-au-Prince, 
from the deserts of Jordan to the Tokyo Har- 
bor, from the Charles Bridge in Prague and 
Riga’s Freedom Square to the DMZ in 
Korea. I have heard the voices and shaken 
the hands of presidents and prime ministers 
and, just as important, citizens on the streets 
of distant lands. Wherever I go, whomever 
I talk with, the message to me is the same: 
We believe in America. We trust America. 
We want America to lead. And America must 
lead. 

I wish every American could see our coun- 
try as much of the world sees us. Our friends 
rely upon our engagement. Our adversaries 
respect our strength. When our family went 
to open the Olympics in Atlanta, I was so 
moved by the statements of young people 
from around the world about the efforts the 
United States had made to foster peace in 
Bosnia, peace in Northern Ireland, peace in 
the Middle East, things these young athletes 
felt personally because it was their lives, their 
future, and the children they still hope to 
have on the line. 

As we enter the 2lst century, we must 
make a commitment to remain true to the 
legacy of America’s leadership, to make sure 
America remains the indispensable nation, 
not only for ourselves but for what we believe 
in and for all the people of the world. That 
is our burden. That is our opportunity. And 
it must be our future. 


Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. at Fisher 
Theater. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor 
Dennis W. Archer of Detroit, MI, and his wife, 
Trudy; James J. Blanchard, former Governor of 
Michigan, and his wife, Janet; Mayor Woodrow 
Stanley of Flint, MI; Bishop P.A. Brooks, Church 
of God in Christ, Detroit; and Mayor Robert 
Kozaren of Hamtramck, MI. 
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Remarks at Miami-Dade Community 
College in Miami, Florida 
October 22, 1996 


The President. Thank you. Thank you 
very much. Let me, first of all, say I have 
had a lot of introductions in my life—{laugh- 
ter|—I have had a lot of real good introduc- 
tions in my life, but I have never been intro- 
duced better than Jerry Sawyer did it just 
then. And he was up here, you know, talking, 
and he got a real head of steam up, and he 
started talking about how the other side said 
my economic program would fail and they 
all voted against it and they said the sky 
would fall, and then all the good things that 
happened. I thought to myself when he was 
up ere really wound up, I thought, now, 
where were you when I was preparing for 
that debate last week? I could have used you, 
Jerry Sawyer. 

President Eduardo Padron, thank you for 
having us here at this wonderful place. Gov- 
ernor Chiles, thank you for your leadership 
for Florida and your friendship and advice 
to me. And the same for you, Lieutenant 
Governor MacKay. Congresswoman Carrie 
Meek was up here. She told me that she 
started out here at Miami-Dade Community 
College. And I could tell that you are still 
her people, and she is still yours, and you 
should be very proud of her—very proud of 
her. 

I'd also like to thank some other folks who 
are up here with us today: Attorney General 
Bob Butterworth; our insurance commis- 
sioner, Bill Nelson; Congressman Peter 
Deutsch; and of course, the chairman of your 
board of trustees, Martin Fine. Thank you 
all for being here. Thank you, gentlemen, for 
coming. Thank you. 

I have wanted to come here for a long 
time, to the largest community college in the 
entire United States of America. I am grate- 
ful to you for many things. But some of you 
may not know it—I actually have a member 
of my Cabinet who went to school here, 
whose parents taught here, and whose moth- 
er, I believe, is still in the audience. Carol 
Browner went here and then on to the Uni- 
versity of Florida and wound up being head 
of the Environmental Protection Agency, 
where she is helping us to save the Florida 
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Everglades. Thank you, Miami-Dade. And 
I'd like to thank her mother if she’s here in 
the audience. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this is college day 
for us. The First Lady is at the University 
of Nevada at Las Vegas. The Vice President 
is at the South Dakota School of Mines and 
Technology. I got to come here to America’s 
largest community college because I believe 
that community colleges work the way Amer- 
ica has to work in the 21st century. 

If you just think about it, this is not a bu- 
reaucratic organization; it’s a flexible, cre- 
ative organization. You change from year to 
year the programs you offer. And you have 
to meet a high standard of excellence, other- 
wise you'll be punished for what you don’t 
know in the marketplace. It is a purely demo- 
cratic organization—that’s small “d” demo- 
cratic—in the sense that it’s open to all. No- 
body asks you what your race, your religion, 
your ethnic background is. All you've got to 
do is be willing to work hard, learn what 
you're supposed to learn, take the exams, 
make the most of your own lives. If you show 
up, you're a part of the community college, 
and you ought to be a part of the American 
community, as well. This is the way America 
ought to work, the way these community col- 
leges work. 

Today I came here to talk about expanding 
opportunity to colleges. But I want to say 
something about what Jerry mentioned. 
Today we got some more evidence that 
America’s economy is on the right track with 
low unemployment, low inflation, and low 
mortgage rates. We now have 4'4 million 
new homeowners in the last 4 years. And 
lower interest rates have helped 10 million 
more Americans to refinance their old mort- 
gages at lower rates, saving huge amounts of 
money for those families. 

Homeownership is an idea that ought to 
be available to every working American. We 
now have the highest rate in 15 years. And 
by the 21st century, if you'll give us 4 more, 
Secretary Cisneros and the rest of us who 
are working on this will have an all-time high 
of homeownership. By the year 2000, more 
than two-thirds of the American people will 
be living in their own homes if you will work 
with us and help us to build that bridge to 
the future. 
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My fellow Americans, you've got a big de- 
cision to make on November 5th. Are we 
going to build a bridge to the future or a 
bridge to the past? Are we going to build 
a bridge wide enough and strong enough for 
everybody to walk across together? Or will 
we say, “There's the future out there. I hope 
you can make it?” 

Audience members. No-o-o! 

The President. Are we going to tell the 
American people, “You’re on your own,” or 
are we going to say that, yes, it does take 
a village to raise and educate our children 
and build our country and go forward to- 
gether? 

You heard Jerry say it, and you know we’re 
in better shape than we were 4 years ago: 
10% million more jobs, the deficit cut by 60 
percent, nearly 2 million fewer people on 
welfare, the lowest violent crime rate in 10 
years. We are moving in the right direction. 
But your vote will decide what bridge we take 
to the future and whether we build one wide 
enough for everyone to walk across. 

I want to ask every one of you who’s here 
tonight—this afternoon, this beautiful Flor- 
ida afternoon, to do something tonight when 
you go home. I want you to do this, not for 
me but for you. Just take a few minutes and 
see if you can say to yourself the answer to 
this question: What do I want my country 
to be like when we start that new century? 
What do I want my country to be like when 
my children are my age, when my grand- 
children are my age? What is my dream for 
America? 

For 4 years I’ve been working on that 
dream for America, mine. It’s simple and 
straightforward. I want the American dream 
alive and well for every single person who 
is responsible enough to work for it. I think 
everybody should have the chance to live out 
their dreams and to live up to their God- 
given capacities. I want this country to be 
the world’s strongest force for peace and 
freedom and prosperity. And I want us to 
go forward together, where families can suc- 
ceed at home and at work, where we’re living 
in harmony with our environment, and most 
important, where we're living in harmony 
with each other. That is my vision. 

And so I have worked to create more op- 
portunity for all, to reinforce the principles 
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of responsibility from all, and to create an 
American community where every person, 
without regard to race, color, creed, gender, 
you name it, believe they have a place at the 
American table and in the American future. 
That is what I have worked for. 

But now you will decide. You will decide 
by how you vote. You will decide by whether 
you vote. You have to decide. You will decide 
whether we balance the budget and protect 
Medicare, Medicaid, education, the environ- 
ment, and research; whether we have tar- 
geted tax cuts to help people educate their 
children and themselves, raise their kids, buy 
a home, deal with medical costs; or whether 
we adopt that big, risky tax scheme that 
would blow a big hole in the deficit, weaken 
our economy, and force even bigger cuts in 
education, in the environment, in Medicare 
and Medicaid than those I vetoed a year ago. 
You will decide. 

You will decide by how you vote. You will 
decide by whether you vote. You will decide 
whether we can help more people to succeed 
at home and at work. Twelve million families 
have taken a little time off from work without 
being fired when a baby was born or a parent 
was sick. It’s helped the American economy, 
and I want to keep it and do more. I want 
to say that parents ought to get a little time 
off to go to those regular conferences with 
their children’s teachers or to take a family 
member to the doctor, to a regular appoint- 
ment. You will decide whether we do it and 
whether we build that bridge. 

We have started to protect our children 
from the dangers of guns and gangs and 
drugs and tobacco. Over the intense partisan 
opposition, we passed the Brady bill and the 
assault weapons ban. We fre: te the Brady 
bill to say if you beat up your spouse or your 
child you should not be able to buy a hand- 
gun; you're a danger to society. We said to 
the tobacco companies, “You may sell your 
products to adults but it’s illegal for children 
to smoke, so stop marketing, advertising, and 
delivering cigarettes to our children.” 

We passed tough new laws against drug 
dealers, including the death penalty for drug 
kingpins. We dramatically increased funds to 
help our schools keep our kids out of trouble 
in the first place with safe and drug-free 
schools programs. We said to the States, “We 
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want you to start drug testing parolees.” If 
people want to be out on the streets, they 
ought to stay off of drugs. If they're going 
to get back in trouble, they ought to lose their 
rights to walk the streets. Don’t get any more 
kids in trouble. Your vote will decide whether 
we finish this work with tobacco and drugs 
and guns and gangs or whether we walk back 
on it. 

We passed the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill, 
which says to 25 million Americans we can’t 
take your health insurance away from you 
anymore just because you changed jobs or 
somebody in your family’s been sick. We 
stopped—we passed a law that said insurance 
companies cannot force hospitals to kick new 
mothers and their newborn babies out of the 
hospital after one day anymore. 

But your vote will decide whether we keep 
on doing that, whether we provide health in- 
surance to another million children, whether 
we help families who lose their jobs keep 
their health insurance when they're between 
jobs, whether we continue to work with 
States like Florida to help offer affordable 
health insurance to working people with lim- 
ited incomes. Your vote will decide, and 
whether you vote will decide. 

We passed a historic welfare reform bill. 
And I want to applaud Governor Chiles on 
being one of the first three States in the 
country to submit a plan to actually move 
people from welfare to work, not to abandon 
poor families and poor children. Thank you, 
Governor. 

Now, we moved 2 million people from 
welfare to work. The new law says every State 
and every community has 2 years for every 
able-bodied family to turn that welfare check 
into a paycheck. Meanwhile, we'll guarantee 
health care; we'll guarantee food on the 
table; we'll spend more for child care if you 
go to work. But if you can work, within 2 
years, you've got to turn the paycheck—the 
welfare check into a paycheck. That sounds 
good. But to do it, there has to be a paycheck. 
I've got a plan to create a million more jobs 
for people on welfare in partnership with the 
private sector. Your vote will decide whether 


-we walk away from those people or create 


those jobs so they, too, can be part of the 
American dream. 
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We have made our streets safer with 
100,000 more police on the books but not 
all on the streets. We've only funded about 
half of them. And our friends on the other 
side—just as Jerry said with the budget— 
they fought us every step of the way with 
the crime bill. But we have saved that, and 
that’s why the crime rate’s gone down for 
4 years in a row. 

But it’s still not safe enough on Florida’s 
streets. And we don’t want to just catch 
criminals; we also want to prevent crime in 
the first place. That means you need people 
out there working with the kids, being strong 
role models, and preventing things from hap- 
pening in the neighborhoods and on the 
streets. You need to help us finish the job 
of putting the rest of those police officers 
on the street. And your vote will decide 
whether we do that or go back. It is up to 
you. Will you help us do that? Applonse] 

l 


We have taken more chemical pollutants 


out of the air. We have made our drinking 
water safer. We have raised the standards for 
food. We have done more to protect national 
= and to expand national parks. We have 


gun the work, but not finished the work, 
of protecting the Everglades. 

You will decide. You will decide whether 
we will keep up this work and finish the job 
on the Everglades. You will decide whether 
we will clean up 500 more toxic waste dumps 
because there are still 10 million American 
children growing up within 4 miles of a toxic 
waste site. That is wrong. I want them grow- 
ing up next to parks, not poison. You will 
decide. Will you help us do that? [Applause] 

But most important of all, you will decide 
whether we build an America in which we 
have a world-class education system open to 
all Americans. I have worked hard, from ex- 
panding opportunities for Head Start, to giv- 
ing our schools more tools for the kids to 
meet higher standards, to creating the na- 
tional service program, AmeriCorps—some 
of the people are here—that have allowed 
people to work in their communities and 
earn their way to college, to the biggest in- 
crease in Pell grants in 20 years, to the direct 
student loan p 

And thank you, President Padron, and oth- 
ers for supporting that. We are saving the 
average college student on the direct loan 
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program about $200 a year. But more impor- 
tant, we're saying to every student who bo 
rows money in that way, you don’t have to 
woiry about your college a anymore be- 
cause you can pay it back as a percentage 
of your income. No one can ever make 

go bankrupt because you borrowed the 
money to go to — That is a good thing. 

Every step along the way, we had to fight 
our opponents on the other side. They tried 
to kill the student loan program improve- 
ments. They tried to cut back on Head Start. 
They tried to kill the national service pro- 
gram. Now they even have promised to elimi- 
nate the Department of Education. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Your vote will decide, and 
whether you vote will decide. That’s their 
program: go into the 21st century with not 
a single soul in the President’s Cabinet 
speaking for the education of our children. 
Is that the future you want? 

Audience members. No-o-o! 

The President. Well, you have another al- 
ternative. Jerry talked about it, but I want 
to say again, I want to emphasize four things 
to you that I want to do in education, all 
important to Florida. 

Number one, 40 percent of the 8-year-olds 
in America cannot read a book on their own 
today. Part of that is because we're a nation 
of immigrants, we have a lot of young kids 
whose first language is not English. But ev- 
eryone needs to be able to read in order to 
keep learning. I want to mobilize 30,000 peo- 
ple, the AmeriCorps volunteers, trained 
reading tutors, and others, to get a million 
volunteers across America to go into the 
schools, to work with the parents so that in 
4 years we can say every 8-year-old in Amer- 
ica can pick up a book and say, “I can read 
this all by myself.” 

I was in Tampa the other day at a school 
which was so crowded they had folks meeting 
in trailers next to the school, a beautiful old 
school. We have the largest number of 
schoolchildren in America today ever in his- 
tory, almost 52 million. The United States 
Government has never helped schools with 
their building problems. But children cannot 
learn if they’re in impossible, rundown, beat- 
up, substandard conditions without adequate 
equipment. So I have a program to lower 
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the interest rates and therefore cut the costs 
to the taxpayers in the school districts of 
building those facilities or repairing them. If 
local people are willing to make an extra ef- 
fort to help their schools, the Federal Gov- 
ernment should be a er and lower the 
cost of doing it. And I want you to help me 
do that. 

The third thing I want to do—now, when 
Jerry said this, all the young people clapped, 
and I couldn’t tell whether those of us who 
are older were or not. Let me tell you what 
it means to hook up every classroom and 
every library to the information super- 
highway by the year 2000. It means for the 
first time in the history of America, children 
in the poorest school districts, children in the 
richest school districts, and children in all the 
school districts in between for the very first 
time will all have access to the same informa- 
tion in the same way at the same time. Will 
you help me do that? [Applause] 

Folks, this is a big deal. We can’t turn our 
backs on learning. Learning is generating 
more jobs for us. More than half of these 
new jobs are high-wage jobs. That’s the good 
news. The challenging news is if you want 
them, you have to know something and you 
have to be able to keep learning. 

Just in the last 4 years, learning has done 
the following things: We have more than 
doubled the life expectancy for people with 
HIV. We have discovered two genes that 
cause breast cancer, giving us hope that we 
can not only cure it earlier but actually some- 
day prevent it. In the last 4 years, we have 
developed the first real treatment for people 
who have strokes—never any real medical 
treatment before. These are things that are 
happening. 

A lot of you heard Christopher Reeve talk 
at the Democratic Convention, and he talked 
about medical research, sitting there so 
bravely in his wheelchair. About the time he 
spoke, for the first time ever, a laboratory 
animal with its spine completely severed had 
movement in its lower limbs because of a 
nerve transfer to the spine from another part 
of the body. Learning is the answer to so 
many of our problems and the key to our 
future and to our prosperity and to our qual- 


ity of life. 
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We are working to build a supercomputer 
with IBM that will do more calculations in 
one second than you can do on your own 
calculator in 30,000 years. That’s how much 
learning is going forward. 

So I say to you, the last thing we have to 
do is open the doors of college education to 
every American of every age at any time who 
needs to go. And I want you to help me do 
it. I want you to be able to save in an IRA 
and withdraw from that IRA without any tax 
penalty at all if you use the money on a col- 
ege education. I want you to be able to do 
just what Jerry says: I want every community 
college student in America to know that we 
have to make at least 2 years of education 
after high school as universal by the year 
2000 as a high school education is today, and 
we're going to do it by letting you just take 
off your tax bill dollar-for-dollar the cost of 
a tuition at any community college in the 
country. That’s what I want you to do. And 
I want you to help us do it. 

And finally, for people that go on to col- 
lege, I think you ought to be able to deduct 
up to $10,000 a year for the cost of any col- 
lege tuition, anywhere, at any level. And I 
want you to help me do that. 

Now, I say again, your vote will decide, 
and whether you vote will decide. This is not 
a small election. The world is changing too 
much. The best days of this country are 
ahead. You will have more opportunity than 
any generation of Americans before if you 
make the right decision. But you have to de- 
cide. 

And the last thing I leave you with is this: 
We will never be what we ought to be unless 
we prove that our diversity is a great asset, 
not a liability, unless we reject the religious, 
the racial, the tribal, the ethnic hatreds that 
are consuming people all around the world. 
Pick up the newspaper any day and you can 
see it. 

In America, that is not for us. We stand 
for freedom. We stand for equal opportunity. 
We stand for the responsibility of every citi- 
zen and the right of every citizen to be treat- 
ed equally under the law. 

Will you help us build that bridge to the 
21st century? [Applause] Will you be there 
on November 5th? [Applause] I need you. 

Thank you. God bless you. Thank you. 
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Note: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. at. the 
Miami-Dade Community College, North Cam- 
pus. In his remarks, he referred to Jerry Sawyer, 
student body president, and Eduardo Padron, 
president, Miami-Dade Community College; and 
Gov. Lawton Chiles and Lt. Gov. Buddy MacKay 
of Florida. 


Statement on Signing War Crimes 
Disclosure Legislation 


October 22, 1996 


I have signed into law H.R. 1281, the “War 
Crimes Disclosure Act.” This Act, sponsored 
by Representative Maloney of New York, 
urges United States Government agencies to 
make public any records concerning individ- 
uals alleged to have committed Nazi war 
crimes. , 

My Administration is committed to ensur- 
ing the widest possible disclosure of govern- 
ment documents. On April 17, 1995, I signed 
Executive Order 12958, which will make 
available certain previously classified national 
security documents while safeguarding infor- 
mation critical to our Nation’s security. Addi- 
tionally, my Administration worked closely 
with the Congress on the recent passage of 
the Electronic Freedom of Information Act. 
I believe that our democratic principles re- 
quire that the American people be informed 
of the activities of their government. 

Over half a century has passed since the 
conclusion of World War Ii and the end of 
the Holocaust, one of the most horrifying pe- 
riods of genocide in world history. I strongly 
believe in the central finding of this Act, that 
it is important to learn all we can about this 
terrible era so that we can prevent such a 
catastrophe from ever happening again. To 
that end, the Act calls for more comprehen- 
sive disclosure of documents specific to Nazi 
war crimes. It is clearly in our public interest 
to learn any remaining secrets about the Hol- 
ocaust. 

I’m pleased that the Act recognizes the 
need not to disclose material that is still im- 
portant to U.S. national security and law en- 
forcement interests. I am hopeful that the 
Congress and the executive branch will con- 
tinue to work together to balance the public 
interests of disclosing government records 
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with the national interests of keeping certain 
documents protected. 

Ensuring a full accounting of United States 
records on Nazi war criminals is an important 
step in preserving the memory of those who 
died and honoring the sacrifices of those who 
survived. I was pleased to sign this bill into 


law. 
William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
October 22, 1996. 


Nore: H.R. 1281, approved October 19, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 104-309. 


Statement on Expansion of 
Homeownership 


October 22, 1996 


Owning a home is central to the American 
dream. So it is good news for all our families 
that today’s report shows that homeowner- 
ship rates are at a 15-year high. 

Strong job growth, low interest rates, and 
rising incomes have made this expansion in 
homeownership possible. With the lowest 
combined unemployment, inflation, and 
mortgage rates in 28 years, 4.5 million more 
American families over the past 4 years have 
been able to realize their dreams and buy 
a home. In fact, this has been the longest, 
steadiest expansion of homeownership in 
three decades. 

My administration has worked hard to help 
more Americans own their own home. By 
cutting the deficit 60 percent, we helped 
drive interest rates down. We have cut FHA 
closing costs for first-time homebuyers and 
cut the time for an FHA loan approval from 
2 months to 2 days. And Secretary Cisneros’ 
“National Partners in Homeownership” ini- 
tiative has helped broaden and deepen the 
ranks of homeownership. 

Now we must do more to help hard- 
working American families to buy their own 
home. My balanced budget plan would keep 
interest rates from rising. It would allow fam- 
ilies to save tax-free in an IRA for the pur- 
chase of a first home, and enable all Ameri- 
cans to sell their homes without paying any 
capital gains taxes. 
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I am determined to press forward with our 
economic strategy, so that our economy 
keeps growing and millions more families can 
join the ranks of homeowners. If we continue 
to offer opportunity for all who will work for 
it, we will build a strong American commu- 
nity for the 21st century. 


Remarks at a Democratic National 
Committee Dinner in Miami 


October 22, 1996 


The President. Thank you. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you. Thank you so 
much. Well, this crowd’s a little rowdy to- 
night. But it’s only 2 weeks until voting time; 
it’s about time to get a little rowdy. So I'm 
glad to see you. 

Let me ask all of you to join me in once 
again expressing our appreciation to the won- 
derful, wonderful entertainment we had to- 
night. [Applause] Thank you. Peabo Bryson, 
thank you. Thank you; you were fabulous. 
Thank both of you so much. Thank you. 

I am so glad to see you here. I’m glad to 
be up here with Buddy MacKay and Lawton 
Chiles and Bob Graham. We've all been 
friends a long time. We've worked together 
on so many things for so long. We read each 
other’s mind. I think we can say each other's 
speeches. [Laughter] Tonight I was kind of 
tired; I thought maybe I could be Lawton. 
He won't talk very long. [Laughter] Then 
maybe I can be me and not talk very long— 
who knows. [Laughter] 

Let me say to all of you, I expect to be 
back here in Florida before this election is 
over, but—and I have worked hard for this 
State for 4 years and with your leaders for 
4 years in trying to help you overcome the 
impacts of the hurricane, in trying to help 
deal with the challenges of education and 
health care, in trying to help you grow your 
economy, in trying to help you save your en- 
vironment, in trying to help you save and en- 
hance the State’s program. 

This is my last election unless I run for 
the school board someday. [Laughter] For 
me, as Lawton Chiles said, it all started in 
Florida in December of 1991. You gave me 
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the first step up on the road to the White 
House, and | will never forget that. I will 
always love you for it and always be grateful. 
And I'd sure like to go out with a victory 
in Florida. 

We have worked together to try to seize 
the future not only on the things I mentioned 
but the Summit of the Americas—which 
Senator Graham spoke about—the extra ef- 
forts we have made over the last 4 years to 
try to bring freedom to Cuba, the work that 
we must do—the work that we have done 
and must continue to do to shore up democ- 

in the rest of our hemisphere and our 
neighborhood. 

But tonight, I just want to ask you very 
briefly—this will be brief—to take some time 
when you go home tonight—I hope you will 
pat yourself on the back for the contributions 
you have made and the efforts you have made 
and then I hope you will redouble your ef- 
forts in the next 2 weeks. And I think you 
can do it if you go home tonight and go 
through an exercise that I frequently go 
through myself, if you ask yourselves before 
you go to bed, “What do I want my country 
to look like when we start the 21st century 
just 4 years away? And what do I want my 
country to be like when my children are my 
age? What do I want it to be like when my 
grandchildren are my age?” 

We are going through one of those periods 
of profound change in how we work and live, 
how we relate to each other, how we relate 
to the rest of the world. You know it here 
in Florida and particularly here because 
you're on the cutting edge of so many of 
those changes. It is not as if we have an op- 
tion to repeal those changes. That’s nothing 
I can take credit for. These changes are big, 
deep, historical currents. The issue is how 
will we respond to these challenges? How 
will we make these changes our friend? How 
will we be able to meet the challenges and 
preserve our values? 

For me, the answer has always been very 
simple. It’s the thing that got me into the 
Presidential race in 1991. It has driven our 


administration every day for the last 4 years. 
It is, what can we do to make sure that when 
we start that new century in a new millen- 
nium, opportunity is still alive for every single 
person in this country who’s willing to be re- 
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sponsible and work for it? What can we do? 
What can we do to make sure that the United 
States continues to icad the world toward 
peace and freedom and prosperity? And what 
can we do to make sure America incorporates 
all these vast changes in a way that strength- 
ens our American community, that brings us 
together instead of driving us apart? How can 
we learn to help people succeed more at 
home as parents and in the workplace? How 
can we live in greater harmony with our natu- 
ral environment? And how can we live in 
greater harmony with each other, in spite of 
all of our differences? 

And I have worked very hard, and I’m 
proud to be able to say that compared to 
4 years ago, in virtually every category of 
measurement, by those standards, we are 
better off than we were 4 years ago. We are 
on the right track to the 21st century. 

You know, in nearly every election and in 
too many over the last 10 years or so, as you 
get along toward the end of the election, 
things tend to get sometimes harsh and per- 
sonal. And many of you said to me tonight— 


I —— it—that you liked the way I 


avoided that in the second debate. I thank 
you for your comments about that. But let 
me say that to me it is not necessary to do 
that, and in fact, doing that undermines what 
I think we ought to be doing, which is to 
look at the fact that we have two candidates 
and two philosophies here that are very dif- 
ferent about how to reach the 21st century. 
And they are so different and clear, a vote 
should be easy to cast, and no one should 
be willing to stay home, because the con- 
sequences are so significant for how we'll 
have to live. 

I believe that the human dimension is very 
important. And you know, as I’ve said repeat- 
edly, I had a good personal relationship with 
Senator Dole when he was the Senate major- 
ity leader. I had a good personal relationship 
when I vetoed the budget he passed. It 
wasn’t personal. I realized that he thought 
it was a good thing to cut education by $30 
billion and get rid of the national service pro- 
gram and undermine our environmental pro- 
tection programs. He thought it was good be- 
cause he thinks the Government is a disem- 
bodied, bad force in our lives. And I honestly 


disagreed. 
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He wants to say that we're the party of 
Government, but you know, our Democratic 
administration reduced the number of peo- 
ple working for the Government, the number 
of regulations on the books, and eliminated 
more programs than they did in 12 years 
when they had the White House. This has 
nothing to do—{applause] 

The central question here is, do you be- 
lieve there are some things that we must do 
as partners together because we can’t do 
them on our own? I went out to the largest 
community college in America today—the 
president of that college, a Cuban-American 
who came here 33 years ago to start his life, 
now heading the largest institution of its kind 
in our entire country—and I looked out at 
that college and I said, “You know, this is 
the way America ought to work. This is a 
flexible, nonbureaucratic, high-performance 
organization committed to the realization of 
everyone’s potential. But they give you no 
guarantees. You have to work. All you get 
is a chance. But on the other hand, everybody 
gets a chance. Nobody gets filtered out be- 
cause they're in some special category. All 
you have to do is to show up and be willing 
to work.” And that’s the way America ought 
to work. And that’s what I believe we should 
be working for. 

So that’s the big issue. Should we build 
a bridge to the 21st century wide enough and 
strong enough for everybody to walk across; 
or should we say that, “In order to do that, 
rll have to undermine your freedom? So 
there’s the 21st century and there’s a big 
deep valley and there’s a big high mountain; 
I hope you get across, good luck.” 

Should we say to people, “You're better 
off on your own,” or should we say, “Hillary 
was right, it takes a village to raise a child 
and build a country?” 

And I didn’t want—I don’t feel that it is 
necessary to believe that people who disagree 
with me on this are bad people. I do believe 
the consequences would be bad. I think we 
were right, for example, to take more chemi- 
cals out of the air and raise the standards 
of our food and strengthen environmental 
enforcement in a way that grew the econ- 
omy—didn’t undermine the economy. We've 
had more new businesses start in environ- 


mental technology, hiring more people, by 
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far than anyone can reasonably claim jobs 
have been lost because we fought for clean 
air, clean water, and the preservation of our 
natural resources. I believe we were right. 
But you have to decide. 

You know, most of us will do fine no mat- 
ter what happens in terms of educating our 
children. But I believe we’re going to do bet- 
ter if we pass our program to open the doors 
of college education to all Americans and let 
everybody have access to at least 2 years of 
education after high school, and give every- 
body some sort of tax deduction for the cost 
of college tuition up to $10,000 a year. I think 
we'll all be stronger if everybody gets a good 
education. That’s what I believe. 

So you have to decide that. But I believe 
we must remain an aggressive, forward-look- 
ing, reformist country committed to meeting 
these challenges and meeting these changes. 
And I know we can do it. I think you know 
we can do it. 

That’s the last thing I want to say. This 
election is not over. It has not even occurred 
yet, except among those of you who have 
voted absentee or if you live in one of those 
States where they let you vote for 3 weeks. 
Otherwise all these polls are pictures of horse 
races that aren’t over. Now, I know there are 
no gamblers in this audience. [Laughter] But 
if there were people who had ever been to 
horse races in this audience, chances are that 
several of them held winning tickets on 
horses that were ahead at the three-quarter 
turn. Some of them held tickets on horses 
that were ahead in the stretch. But the only 
tickets they collected on were the horses that 
were ahead at the finish line. The finish line 
is November 5th. And I want you to be there. 
I want you to bring people there. And I want 
you to help us build that bridge to the 21st 
century. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank 
you. 


Nore: The President spoke at 9:03 p.m. in the 
courtyard at the Biltmore Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to singer Peabo Bryson. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Oct. 22 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 


Remarks in Daytona Beach, Florida 
October 23, 1996 


Good morning, Daytona Beach, good 
morning! It is great to be here. Thank you 
very much for turning out in such large num- 
bers, for your enthusiasm. We've got the 
Seminoles and the Gators together on some- 
thing—that’s great. Thank you. Congratula- 
tions on your great seasons. 

Mayor Asher, I am delighted to be back 
in Daytona Beach, and I must say I thought 
it was beautiful when I was here 4 years ago. 
We spent the night, and we started out one 
of our bus trips here. But this beautiful 
downtown area is even more beautiful this 
year. Congratulations. I’m glad to be here. 

I want to thank the people who appeared 
on the pre-program before we came: our 
congressional candidate, George Stuart; Ted 
Doran, Janet Bokum, Susanne Kosmas— 
Janet Bollum, let me say it right—and Su- 
sanne Kosmas, who are running for the legis- 
lature. 

I want to thank those who came with me 
here: Insurance Commissioner Bill Nelson 
and Attorney General Bob Butterworth; I 
want to thank your wonderful Congress- 
woman, Corrine Brown, one of the most en- 
ergetic people that I have ever worked with; 
your great Senator, Bob Graham, who served 
with me as Governor and is one of the most 
intelligent and gifted and far-sighted public 
servants I have ever worked with. Thank you, 
Bob Graham, for being here with me. 

And thank you, Governor Lawton Chiles, 
for so many things, but for proving that we 
can work together to make Florida and 
America a better place in so many ways. 
Thank you, sir, for your leadership. 

I want to say more about the other two 
folks that are up here with me in a moment, 
but let me just say to Brian DeMarco, thank 
you, sir, for taking the time out of a different 
and busy career as a football player to stand 
up for the responsibility that all fathers have 
to pay child support for their children if 
they're not supporting them directly. You 
could be doing a lot of other things with your 
time, and you've set a great role model, a 
great example for America. And I thank you 
and the other athletes that are doing that. 
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And thank you, Ana Armstrong. Before I 
came out here I met with Ana and three 
other young women who are working and 
educating themselves off of welfare so that 
they could succeed as parents and in the 
work force—Lizette Riveria, Karen Watson, 
and Joyce Meinert—along with Marcia Bush 
and Gerald Frisby, who work with them. And 
I want to talk more about them in a moment, 
but I just wanted to thank them for the work 
they have done. 

I'd also like to thank the people who pro- 
vided our music today: Time, the Mark Hob- 
son Band, and the Bethune-Cookman Col- 
lege Gospel Choir and Concert Chorale— 
thank you. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I came here to 
Florida less than 2 weeks from the election 
which will elect the last President of the 20th 
century and the first President of the 21st 
century. It is your choice. You have to decide 
whether we're going to build a bridge to the 
future or try to build a bridge to the past. 
You have to decide whether to tell the Amer- 
ican people they have to get into that future 
on their own, or whether that bridge is going 
to be big enough and wide enough for all 
of us to walk across together. You have to 
decide whether we're going to say to folks, 
“You're on your own,” or whether we're 
going to say, “Yes, it does take a village to 
raise our children and build our future.” 

Four years ago I came to Daytona Beach 
amid a time of high unemployment, rising 
frustration, and increasing division. Com- 
pared to 4 years ago we are better off, and 
we are on the right track to that 21st century. 
The unemployment rate in Florida has 
dropped to an 8-year low. We have 10' mil- 
lion new jobs, a 15-year high in homeowner- 
ship. We have declining crime rates for 4 
years in a row and almost 2 million people 
fewer on welfare than there were when I 
took the oath of office. We are moving in 
the right direction. 

Now it is for you to decide what path we 
will take to the 21st century. I want to ask 
all of you—there are a lot of young people 
in this audience today, and I thank you for 
coming. There are a lot of parents who 
brought their children here today and their 
grandchildren; I thank you for doing that. 
And I ask all of you when you go home to- 
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night to take a little time in a quiet moment 
before you go to bed and see if you can an- 
swer this question: What do you want your 
country to look like when we start the 21st 
century, and what do you want your country 
to be like when your children are your age? 

For me, it is a simple but profound issue, 
and it’s a question as your President I deal 
with every day. I know what I want for Amer- 
ica. I want us to start that new century with 
the American dream alive and well for every 
person responsible enough to work for it. I 
want us to keep leading the world for peace 
and freedom and prosperity. And I want us, 
amidst all our diversity, to be coming to- 
gether, not to be torn apart. I want us to 
have families where people can succeed in 
raising their children and at work. I want us 
to live in harmony with our natural environ- 
ment. And I want us to live in harmony with 
each other. I do not want America to be torn 
apart by the racial, the religious, the ethnic, 
the tribal hatreds that are consuming so 
much of the rest of the world. That is what 
I want for America. 

Now, you'll have to decide what path you 
want to take. Your vote will decide whether 
we balance the budget while we protect our 
obligations to the future through education 
and the environment and protect our obliga- 
tions to each other through Medicare and 
Medicaid, or whether we adopt a dangerous 
scheme that would increase the deficit, weak- 
en the economy, and undermine the very val- 
ues we seek to advance. Your vote will decide 
whether we build on the family and medical 
leave law and our efforts to protect our chil- 
dren from drugs and guns and gangs and to- 
bacco, or turn back to a course that has failed 
in the past. 

Your vote will decide whether we build on 
our efforts, so far successful, to tell people, 
“No more can you lose your health insurance 
because somebody in your family has been 
sick or because you've changed jobs. No 
more can a new mother and a newborn be 
kicked out of a hospital after 24 hours by 
an insurance company’s office.” Your vote 
will decide whether we continue to add peo- 
ple to the ranks of health insured, whether 
we continue to help people, as I propose, 
by helping people when they are unem- 
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ployed to keep their health insurance for sev- 
eral months more, or whether we stop that. 

Your vote will decide whether we continue 
to put 100,000 police on the street, continue 
to follow those strategies which have brought 
the crime rate down for 4 years in a row 
until we bring it down 4 more years and ev- 
e y feels safe on our streets, in our 
schools, in our neighborhoods again. Your 
vote will decide. 

Your vote will decide whether we keep on 
cleaning up the environment. We have made 
the air purer, our drinking water and food 
safer. We've cleaned up more toxic waste 
dumps than any administration before. We 
have moved to save the Florida Everglades 
and other national precious possessions. Your 
vote will decide whether we can continue to 
do that, or whether we will weaken our com- 
mitment to our common environment and 
our children’s future. 

Your vote will decide whether we can con- 
tinue to advance the cause of education. Yes- 
terday I was in south Florida at the Miami- 
Dade Community College, where I pointed 
out that we have just increased Pell grants 
by the largest amount in 20 years. We made 
10 million American students eligible for 
lower cost college loans, with better repay- 
ment terms so you can’t go broke repaying 
your loans. 

And your vote will decide which of two 
competing visions of education we adopt. My 
vision is an America in which every 8-year- 
old can read. We're going to mobilize a mil- 
lion volunteers to help people teach their 
children and to help teachers teach children 
to read so that every 8-year-old in America 
in the year 2000 can pick up a book and say, 
“I can read this all by myself.” 

Your vote will decide whether the United 
States, for the first time in history, helps des- 
perately overcrowded schools in substandard 
conditions to build new facilities adequate to 
the 21st century. The United States has never 
helped school districts and States do this. My 
plan will lower the interest rates to save 
money for taxpayers if you make the efforts 
to meet the needs of your children. You vote 
will decide whether we do that. 

Your vote will decide whether we connect 
every classroom and every library and every 
school in America to that information super- 


highway, to the Internet, to the World Wide 
Web—to give all of our children access to 
it. And to those of you who, like me, didn’t 
grow up in the computer age and may not 
understand what that means, let me tell you 
in plain language. If we can hook up every 
classroom with good computers, good edu- 
cational materials, trained teachers, and ac- 
cess to the Internet, it means for the first 
time in the entire history of the United 
States, for the first time, every child in every 
school, public or private, rich, middle class, 
or poor, in every school, will for the first time 
have access to the same worid of information 
in the same time at the same level of quality. 
It will revolutionize opportunity in America. 
Your vote will decide. 

Your vote will decide whether finally we 
take a step we should have taken long ago 
and open the doors of college education to 
every single American who is willing to work 
and go. Under my plan, Americans will be 
able to deduct from their tax bill, dollar-for- 
dollar, the cost of college tuition for the first 
2 years of community college after high 


school. I want to make at least 2 years of 
education after high school as universal in 
4 years as a high school diploma is today. 


[At this point, an audience member required 
medical assistance. | 


We need my medical team over here. Hold 
up your hand, folks. I bring a doctor with 
me wherever I go. The medical team over 
here, right here in front. And one more in 
the back. 

And let me just say this. I want to give 
a $10,000 tax deduction per year for the cost 
of any kind of college tuition at any level, 
undergraduate or graduate. Your vote will 
decide. You vote will decide. 

Now, let me say your vote will also decide 
where we go on welfare reform. Weren’t you 
“pamee of Ana Armstrong when she stood up 

ere and talked about her future and what 
she’s going to do? [Applause] Folks, most 
people I’ve met on welfare over the last 20 
years—and I’ve met a lot of them—are like 
Ana Armstrong. They don’t want to be on 
welfare, they want to work. And they want 
their children to be able to look up to them 
and say what they do for living. They want 
to have a good future. But we have been sad- 
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dled for too long by a system that promotes 
dependence and undermines people's ability 
to live up to their dreams, instead of one that 
promotes independence. 

I ran for office in 1992, and I told you 
here in Daytona that I would work to end 
welfare as we know it and to convert it to 
a system that promotes independence, good 
parenting, and successful work. And that’s 
exactly what we’re doing. We've moved al- 
most 2 million people from welfare to work. 
In Florida alone the welfare rolls have 
dropped 25 percent in the last 4 years, thanks 
to the leadership of Governor Chiles and 
people like those with whom I met today. 

Brian DeMarco wants people to pay their 
child support. We launched an unprece- 
dented crackdown on child support. We have 
used every resource available to the Federal 
Government. And today the National Gov- 
ernment is releasing its statistics. Compared 
to 4 years ago, child support collections are 
50 percent higher, almost 4 billion more dol- 
lars for the children of America—from their 
parents, not from the taxpayers. 

And again, Florida has done even better. 
Child support collections in Florida are up 
over 60 percent over 4 years ago. Last month, 
Governor Chiles announced a program with 
the Miami Dolphins, the Tampa Bay Buc- 
caneers, and the Jacksonville Jaguars called 
Don’t Drop The Ball. Brian DeMarco is say- 
ing simply to the fathers of this country, “If 
you don’t live with your children, you still 
ought to help support them. Don’t drop the 
ball.” We're going to keep going until we 
raise child support more and more and more. 
We will move hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple off welfare by making sure that the par- 
ents do what they ought to do, take respon- 
sibility for their children and their future. 
Thank you, Brian DeMarco. Thank you, Gov- 
ernor Chiles. Thank you, Florida. 

Now, I signed a new welfare reform bill, 
and here is what it says. It says the National 
Government will continue to guarantee to 
poor families health care and food for the 
children and, if they go to work, more for 
child care than ever. But within 2 years peo- 
ple must move to turn that welfare check 
into a paycheck. Florida was one of the first 
three States—one of the first three—to be 
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approved by the National Government to go 
forward with welfare reform. 

Now, you have to decide, what are we 
going to do? It’s fine to tell people they have 
to go to work, but there has to be work there 
for them and education and training. The 
jobs have got to be there. If you want more 
stories like Ana Armstrong, we have a plan, 
not rhetoric but a plan to work with the pri- 
vate sector, to work with States, to work with 
communities like — Beach, all over 
America, to move at least one million more 
people from welfare to work in the next 4 
years. Will you help us build that bridge to 
the future? [Applause] 

So there it is. It’s your choice. It’s your 
decision. Your vote will decide, and whether 
you vote will decide. Don’t let anybody in 
this community, don’t let anyone you know 
anywhere in America believe that their vote 
doesn’t make a difference. This is a different 
country than it was 4 years ago. Our country 
is stronger than it was 4 years ago. And 4 
years from now, on the bills that we’re—on 
that bridge we’re all going to build together, 
we will go roaring into the 21st century with 
our best days ahead. Will you help us build 
that bridge? [Applause] 

Thank you, and God bless you. Thank you. 
Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. at Beach 
and Magnolia Streets. In his remarks, he referred 
to Mayor Baron H. Asher of Daytona Beach; 
George Stuart, candidate for Florida’s 7th con- 
gressional district; Ted Doran, Janet Bollum, and 
Susanne Kosmas, candidates for the Florida State 
House of Representatives; Brian DeMarco, offen- 
sive guard, NFL Jacksonville Jaguars; Ana Arm- 
strong, Lizette Riveria, Karen Watson, and J 
Meinert, students, and Gerald Frisby, dean of 
adult education and training, Daytona Beach 
Community College; and Marcia Bush, p 
administrator, Florida Department of Children 


and Families. 


Remarks at a Presidential Unity 
Fund Reception 
October 23, 1996 


Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank 
you for being here, and thank you for your 
enthusiasm. I was tired when I walked in, 
but I’m not tired anymore. [Laughter] You've 
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given me a lot of energy. I see that—do you 
see that young man there patting on his fa- 
ther’s head? That—young girl? [Laughter] 
Dad, someday you may wish people couldn’t 
tell the difference. [Laughter] That is the 
postcard for what this election is all about, 
right there. That’s the picture. That is the 
picture. 

I want to—if I might, I‘d like to join Sen- 
ator Daschle in thanking my fitend ond our 
friend and America’s friend, Wynton 
Marsalis, for his brilliant play here tonight 
and for—|inaudible|—thank you. 

I thank Senator Chris Dodd, who gives a 
better stump speech than anyone, for declin- 
ing to speak tonight because he said you will 
like it if the program’s shorter—{laughter|— 
but you have no idea. Remember that Chris 
Dodd agreed to be the chairman of the 
Democratic Committee when no one 
thought we would be here 2 years ago, and 
he has gone all across this country, spreading 
our message and sticking up for us, and I‘m 
grateful to him. 

Let me also tell you that I agree that Tom 
Daschle will be a great majority leader, that 
Dick Gephardt will be a great Speaker, and 
what I want you to know—clap for them, 
that’s good. Clap for them. [Applause] But 
what I want you to know is that I've had the 
opportunity to work with them together now 
for a couple of years, in the beginning under 
very, very difficult circumstances, and see 
this whole thing turn full circle as they stood 
by me when I vetoed the Republican budget 
and they shut the Government down and I 
said, “Can we hold our ranks together, no 
matter how much they shut it down?” 

When the other side said to me, “Well, 
you guys care too much about Government. 
You will wilt when we shut the Government 
down,” Tom Daschle and Dick Gephardt did 
not wilt. And that spoke volumes to the coun- 
try about where we stood and what we were 
fighting for and what we wanted to do. They 
also worked hard to put together constructive 
proposals for our own balanced budget that 
we could all agreé with and work for, and 
to continue to press our agenda until, in the 
end, we were even able to pass a significant 
percentage of it in the closing weeks of this 
Congress, when the majority had to go home 
and face the voters, too. And so, I want you 
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to know that I have enormous confidence in 
their ability to participate in leading our 
country into the 21st century, and the Amer- 
ican people will be very proud of the work 
that they do together and that we do to- 
gether. And I thank them from the bottom 
of my heart for what they have done and what 
they will do and what they represent for the 
future of our country. You should be proud 
of them. 

You know, we’re getting very close to the 
end of this election now, and I only want 
to make a couple of points to you. The first 
is, I just came back from a fascinating trip, 
and today I was in Florida, and yesterday 
evening. In Miami, I talked to the newly 
elected mayor of Dade County—they adopt- 
ed a new form of government—Alex Penelas, 
who is a Ag young, progressive lead- 
er. And the first thing he said to me was, 
“Henry Cisneros has been a brilliant Sec- 
retary of HUD, and because of his support 
we were able to take hundreds and hundreds 
of people off the streets and out of the ranks 
of homelessness in Miami. No one else has 
been able to do that.” 

Then, Governor Chiles and Senator Gra- 
ham and I went with Congresswoman 
Corrine Brown up to Daytona Beach, and 
I met with four women today who were part 
of the Florida welfare reform project that we 
had worked with them to help put together, 
four women who'd had immense challenges 
and difficulties in their lives, women who 
desperately wanted to be working and to be 
productive members of society and wanted 
their children to be able to look up to them, 
to be able to see them go to work every day. 
And they were involved in the program, and 
each of them was about to come out and to 
go to work. One of those young women intro- 
duced me today when I spoke to a big crowd 
in Daytona Beach. 

And I couldn’t help thinking, as I was on 
my way back up here to see you, that some- 
times in Washington it’s easy to forget and 
in America, out there in the country, it’s aw- 
fully easy to forget the incredible impact that 
what we do here can have on people’s lives 
out in the country. 

So I would say to you in the closing days 
of this election, anything you can do to re- 
mind people that every single person, espe- 
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cially younger voters who often don’t vote 
in the same percentages as older voters do— 
that there is a huge practical impact on their 
lives that will be substantially different, de- 
pending on the choices they make in this 
election, is something you ought to do. It will 
affect millions of people in terms of their ac- 
cess to education, in terms of the quality of 
the education they get. It will affect all of 
us in terms of our commitment to protect 
our environment as we grow our economy. 
It will have a profound impact on how we 
deal with the challenges of the coming retire- 
ment of the baby boomers. It will have a ter- 
rific impact on whether we continue to reach 
out to the rest of the world. Perhaps most 
profoundly, it will have an amazing impact 
on whether we decide to grow together or 
continue to practice the politics of division, 
which may help politicians get elected at 
election time but don’t create jobs, don’t care 
for children, and don’t solve the problems 
of the country. So I would ask you, every 
one of you who can be here tonight, you 
know people all across this country. And take 
a little time in the next 13 days to talk about 
that. 

I was in Michigan before I went to Florida, 
and we broke ground on a new airport there 
so that Michigan will spend $1,600,000,000, 
partly Federal money, doing something that 
we did together. That’s Government; it’s not 
bad. It’s something that we had to do to- 
gether because no one could do it alone; very 
few people can write a check for that kind 
of money. And it will enable them to reach 
out to the rest of the world. 

But this is the interesting thing. When I 
thought of Michigan as a child and even 
when I ran for President in 1992, I thought 
of it as the auto capital of the world. It’s also 
a place where countless numbers of people 
from my home State poured out of Arkansas 
and places like it in the forties and fifties 
going to Michigan because they could get a 
good job in the factory, and they could actu- 
ally support their families and have a decent 
house and send their kids to college. Michi- 
gan has increased its exports more than any 
other State since I’ve been President. And 
now in Wayne County where Detroit is, 
there are people from 140 different racial 
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and ethnic groups—Wayne County, Michi- 
gan—one county in America. 

When you go anyplace in America now, 
you can’t help but be struck by the fact that 
this vibrant democracy of ours still is a mag- 
net for people from all over the world, in 
all different kinds of places, and especially 
to those of you who are younger. 

You think about what I have to spend my 
time on as your President in terms of foreign 
affairs, the Middle East, Bosnia, Northern 
Ireland, trying to stop terrorism, trying to 
stop the development of dangerous weapons 
programs, chemical and biological weapons. 
How much of that is rooted in racial, ethnic, 
religious, tribal hatred? How much of that 
is rooted in the fact that all over the world, 
a who are otherwise cultivated, intel- 
igent, caring people—people that you would 
be honored to be with in some sort of per- 
sonal circumstance because you think they're 
doing a good job raising their children and 
they seem to be nice people—still persist in 
defining themselves not in terms of what they 
are and who they are but in terms of who 
they are not, who believe that they cannot 
think highly of themselves unless there is 
some group of people that they can look 
down on. And if you tell the truth, there’s 
not a person in this room, me included, that 
at some point in your life hasn’t fallen into 
that trap, “Well, at least I’m not them.” 

The great genius of America is that for all 
of the problems that we still have—when the 
church-burnings arise, or when the terrible 
tragedy of Oklahoma City occurred, born of 
an irrational hatred of our Government—we 
basically are beating that historical trend. We 
are trying to create a world in the 21st cen- 
tury in which all of you can raise your chil- 
dren with genuine respect for people who 
are different from you because you share the 
values of the Constitution and because you 
want to be responsible, productive citizens. 

This is a matter of enormous moment. The 
future that the young people in this audience 
have is breathtaking. A lot of you in a few 
years will be doing jobs that haven’t been 
invented yet; some of you will be doing jobs 
that haven’t been imagined yet. You'll have 
more opportunities to live out your dreams, 
to imagine things and then make them hap- 
pen in your lives, than any generation of peo- 
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le in all of human history. But it will only 
wloada if you can preserve some of the old- 
fashioned virtues that have gotten us here 
after 220 years. 

And so I say to you, that’s another big 
thing. And that’s why I’ve tried so hard in 
this election to keep talking about the issues 
and to keep trying to bring people together 
and keep telling Americans, look, this is a 
godsend, this gift we have been given of all 
of this rich diversity, this fabric of America. 
Nobody is as well-positioned as the United 
States to move into that new millennium that 
starts just 4 years from now. That’s another 
thing you need to think about saying. 

I’ve taken to asking everybody in my audi- 
ences now in the closing days of this cam- 
pain to take some time before they go to 

at night and just see if they could write 
down in a few words what they want our 
country to be like when we start the new 
century, what they want our country to be 
like when their children are their age or their 
grandchildren are their age. That’s really 
what this is all about. 

And it happens to be because of the ideas 
and the philosophies that we have advanced 
that it is our party and this administration 
and what we’re trying to do that has been 
given both the opportunity and the respon- 
sibility to carry this message. It didn’t ast 
to be that way, but that’s the way it’s worked 
out. 

And so you know what all of the issues 
are, but you need to understand that under- 
neath those issues, this idea of building a 
bridge to the 21st century that’s wide enough 
and big enough for us all to walk across is 
a fundamental idea about the decision we're 
going to make about how we're going to live 
together and what kind of world your chil- 
dren will have to live in. 

And I want you to be enthusiastic and 
happy and have a good time tonight, but I 
want you to be in a position to really cele- 
brate on November 5th. That’s the night that 
matters. And so I say to you, there are—if 
you think hard enough about it, every single 
one of you can think of somebody you know 
that hasn’t made up their mind yet for whom 
they'll vote or whether to vote. And one of 
the big questions in these elections—you 
know when you see all of these endless polls 
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published every day, and there seems to be 
10 or 15 points difference between them and 
you think, gosh, all those people are smart, 
and aren't there established methodologies 
and all that—you know what one of the big- 
gest differences is in them? How skeptical 
the pollster is about whether the younger 
generation will vote, how skeptical the ie 
ster is about whether young women, working 
for meager wages, struggling to make ends 
meet, often supporting their own children, 
sometimes without the child support they're 
entitled to, will be too exhausted, too frus- 
trated, or too skeptical to show up and vote 
on November 5th. 

So I say, we've worked very hard to reg- 
ister people; we're working very hard to get 
our message out. You have been incredibly 
generous to us, far more than we could have 

sible expected; we're being outspent still 
eavily by the other side in most of these 
races. But we’re still getting our message out 
there; we’re still fighting the fight; we’re still 
moving forward. 

So ask yourself: What do I want my coun- 
try to be like in the 21st century? And then: 
What can I do in the next 13 days to make 
sure that happens? And then we'll have a big 
celebration on election night. Between now 
and then, just know I am grateful to you and 
know—never, never, never doubt there is an 
enormous connection between the decision 
you and your fellow Americans make and 
what kind of bridge we build to that bright 
new tomorrow. 


Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Nore: The President spoke at 7:43 p.m. at the 
Sheraton Washington Hotel. In his remarks, he 
referred to musician Wynton Marsalis. 


Remarks on the Anniversary of the 
Assassination of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin of Israel 

October 24, 1996 


Today, the Yartziet candle, symbol of the 
anniversary of a death, burns for my friend 
Yitzhak Rabin. So often, we recognize the 
true measure of a person only in retrospect, 
when someone is gone, and his or her legacy 
becomes clear. But once in a long while, a 
figure of greatness stands before our eyes, 
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and we recognize it in an instant. Yitzhak 
Rabin was such a figure of greatness. And 
virtually all of us who knew him during his 
life saw that immediately. 

He lived the history of his nation, from 
the heroic struggles of Israel’s birth to the 
repeated defense of its existence, to the quest 
for peace and acceptance after decades of 
conflict and bloodshed. He had an indomi- 
table will which he dedicated without hesi- 
tation to the lifelong service of Israel’s secu- 
rity. 

For a people who in 2,000 years of exile 
were too often powerless in the face of op- 
pression, Yitzhak Rabin embodied the inde- 
pendence and self-sufficiency of modern Is- 
rael. And he possessed something else: the 
genius to see after a lifetime of war that the 
greatest safety for Israel's people can be at- 
tained when peace and security are one. 
Through deeds as well as words, he helped 
bring an entire region to the threshold of a 
new and better day. Yitzhak Rabin was truly 
a light unto the nations. 

It was one of the great privileges of my 
life to know Prime Minister Rabin and to 
have worked with him for the benefit of the 
people of Israel and all the Middle East. I"!l 
always remember the first time we met at 
the White House. He told me that he had 
a mandate from the people of Israel to take 
calculated risks for peace. And I told him 
that I would be his partner in advancing 
peace and in minimizing those risks. That 
was my pledge to him, and that remains my 
commitment to the people of Israel. I will 
do all I can to preserve Yitzhak Rabin’s legacy 
by helping Israel to make a secure peace with 
its neighbors. 

A year has passed. The wounds of loss have 
not yet healed. But the memory of Prime 
Minister Rabin remains a powerful inspira- 
tion to me and to people the world over. In 
March I visited Har Herzl. In keeping with 
the Jewish tradition of only adding to the 
memory of those who have died and never 
detracting from it, I put a small stone from 
the South Lawn of the White House on his 
grave. That stone symbolizes the depth of my 
feeling for my friend Yitzhak Rabin and the 
unshakable bond between our two nations, 
which he did so much to strengthen. 
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Today, on the anniversary of his death, I 
ask all men and women of good will to join 
me in adding to the memory of this remark- 
able man by carrying on the struggle for se- 
curity and for Israel and reconciliation 
for the peoples of the Middle East. Yitzhak 
Rabin made that struggle his last work. Now 
it is our responsibility to make good on his 
legacy. 


Norte: The President's remarks were videotaped 
at 5 p.m. on October 17 at the Sheraton Universal 
in Los Angeles, CA, for broadcast on October 24. 


Remarks in Birmingham, Alabama 
October 24, 1996 


Thank you very, very much. Thank you. 
Hello, Alabama. Can you hear us all the way 
back down there to the road? Thank you for 
coming. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I promised Howell 
Heflin I would come to Alabama and ask the 

ple of Alabama to support our efforts to 
uild a bridge to the 21st century. It is such 
a beautiful day, and the crowd is so large, 
maybe Alabama is going to come along with 
me on that bridge to the 21st century. 

Let me say first of all to Dr. Berte and 
all the people who are here from this won- 
derful, wonderful school, I thank you for 
hosting us. I've looked forward to coming 
here for a long, long time. I have two great 
friends who teach here at Birmingham 
Southern, Mark Lester and Jeanne Sickie 
I thank them. 

And I have heard about what a great place 
this is. Senator Heflin told me he had lifetime 
tenure on the board here, and he was going 
to continue to serve, even after he left the 
Senate. He didn’t ask me for permission to 
leave the Senate, or I wouldn’t have let him 
do that. [Laughter] 

I want to tell you how honored I am to 
be here with all the people on this program 
today: the candidates for Congress; the offi- 
cials of our Democratic Party; the distin- 

ished mayor of Birmingham, my long-time 
Fiend Richard Arrington; Chief Johnson; the 
leaders of the Alabama Teachers Association, 
the Alabama Federation of Teachers, the 
Education Association; the Birmingham 
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Southern College Young Democrats; all the 
others that are here. 

I want to thank Congressman Earl Hilliard 
for being here with us and for his service. 
I want to thank another distinguished Ala- 
bamian who is retiring, Congressman Tom 
Bevill. I'd like to ask him to stand up, Tom. 
He’s back there with his partner, Bob Wil- 
son, who’s trying to succeed him. I thank him 
and Mary Lynn Bates and Bob Gaines and 
Judge Ingram. Thank you all for being here 
with us today. 

I'd like to say a special word of thanks to 
Lieutenant Governor Don Siegelman, who’s 
been our friend a long time. And Id like to 
say too that I’m very, very glad to be here 
with another distinguished Alabamian, the 
President’s Special Assistant for Public Liai- 
son and the highest ranking African-Amer- 
ican ever to serve in the White House, Alexis 
Herman, from Mobile, Alabama, who’s here 
with me today. Thank you, Alexis. 

The last thing I want to say is that—by 
way of introduction—is that I met Howell 
Heflin 21 years ago, when he was the chief 
justice of the Alabama Supreme Court and 
I was a former candidate for Congress and 
a loser, I might add. He came in the law 
school at the university, and I thought that 
he was the darnedest fella I ever met in my 
life. He had a wonderful sense of humor, a 
great sense of compassion, a fine mind, and 
a lot of country commonsense wisdom. And 
as he leaves the United States Senate, I can 
tell you that Hillary and I have come to know 
and love both Mrs. Heflin and Senator Hef- 
lin. We will miss them. They have been a 
treasure for Alabama and a treasure for 
America, and I want you to bring them home 
and lift them up and make their days happy 
and warm and good. 

Folks, we are on the verge of a new cen- 
tury. All of you students here in this crowd— 
and I thank all of the young people for com- 
ing today—you are moving into a time with 
more opportunities for people to live out 
their dreams than any a in human his- 
tory. You are moving into a time where things 
will change more rapidly in how we work and 
live and relate to each other and the rest of 
the world. And you have to decide how we’re 
going to walk into that 21st century. 
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This is the last election for President of 
the 20th century and the first election for 
President of the 21st century. And you have 
to decide. Many of you young people in this 
audience, in a few years you will be doing 


jobs that haven’t been invented yet. Some 


of you will be doing work that has not even 
been imagined yet. And you have to decide: 
What kind of America do you want? 

From all the way over here to way back 
yonder down the street, I want to ask you 
to do something when you go home tonight. 
Before you go to bed, just tobe a few minutes 
with a piece of paper and a pencil and see 
if you can write down the answer to this ques- 
tion: What do I want my country to look like 
when we cross that bridge into the 21st cen- 
tury? What do I want my country to be like 
when my children are my age? 

You know, if you ask the right question, 
America nearly always gives the right answer. 
We only get in trouble when we jet ourselves 
get confused and start asking the wron 
question. That’s the right question. An 
when you ask that question—I tell you, I’ve 
been asking myself that question since before 
I made the decision to run for President in 
1991. And for me the answer is simple but 
profound. I dream of an America in the 21st 
century where every person, without regard 
to race or region or income or religion or 
gender or background, who is responsible 
enough to work for it, can have a shot at 
the American dream. 

I want an America that is still leading the 

world for peace and freedom and prosperity. 
And I want an America which is coming to- 
— not being driven apart by our dif- 
erences. And that is important. How long 
did we live in the shadow of our differences 
in the South? How much do we see around 
the world today, from Bosnia to the Middle 
East to Northern Ireland to Africa and Rwan- 
da and Burundi, everywhere in the world, 
to the problems of terrorism and people 
sending each other dangerous weapons. 
What is driving it all? Racial, ethnic, religious 
and tribal hatred. That’s why I said the 
church burnings were wrong. That’s why I 
said we couldn’t go back down that road 
again. When we respect each other and work 
together there is no stopping America. There 
is no stopping America. 
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Now, that’s my vision. You ask yourself to- 
night what your vision is. If you ask the right 
question, you'll fe the right answer. What 
I have tried to do is to expand opportunity, 
increase responsibility from all citizens, and 
bring us together in an American community. 
And even though our friends on the other 
side don’t like to admit it, we are better off 
than we were 4 years ago. And we are moving 
in the right direction. 

The unemployment in Alabama has 
dropped from 74 to 44% pews We have 
10% million more jobs. The other side said 
they were fiscal conservatives, but our ad- 
ministration, with the help of Howell Heflin, 
reduced the deficit in all 4 years. That’s the 
first time a President’s done it in every year 
of his administration in the 20th century. 
We're moving in the right direction. 

Incomes are on the rise again. The typical 
family income is up $1,600 in the last 2 years. 
And we're growing together again. The in- 
equality of incomes among working people, 
which had become so deep in the last 20 
years, had the biggest drop in 27 years last 
year, the biggest drop in child poverty in 20 
years, the lowest rate of poverty among sen- 
ior citizens ever reported since we've been 
keeping statistics. We are moving in the right 
direction to that 21st century. 

You heard the police chief and the mayor 
talk about it, but we’ve had 4 years of declin- 
ing crime rates. We've also had 4 years of 
declining welfare rolls. We have almost 2 mil- 
lion people fewer on welfare and more at 
work than we did 4 years ago. And child sup- 
port collections have been increased by 50 

rcent in 4 years. People are paying for their 

ids more. 

Just in the last few weeks, we raised the 
minimum wage for 10 million working Amer- 
icans because they couldn’t live on $4.25 an 
hour. We made 25 million working Ameri- 
cans eligible to keep their health insurance 
by saying that you can’t lose your insurance 
anymore just because you change jobs or 
someone in your family has been sick. If 
somebody like Roger Bedford gets sick and 
has a spouse working, they ought not to have 
their insurance taken away from them; that’s 
what health insurance is for, and that’s what 
we have done. We also said that insurance 
companies can’t make hospitals kick new 
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mothers and their newborn babies out of the 
hospital after 24 hours anymore. 

So we’re moving in the right direction. 
And you have to decide whether you like this 
direction, whether you want to build a bridge 
to the future wide enough and strong enough 
for all of us to walk across, or whether you 
want to say, “There’s the future. You’re on 
your own. I hope you make it; good luck.” 
You've got to decide whether we’re all in this 
together or we're just a swarm of isolated 
individuals. You’ve got to decide, in short, 
whether you think it takes a village to raise 
a child and build a community and build a 
future. 

You know, there is a lot of talk here about 
these labels. You know, our adversaries love 
labels. I'll bet you there are good professors 
here at Birmingham Southern who would tell 
you that you start throwing labels at people 
and calling them names when you don’t have 
anything to argue about any more and you 
can’t win. “When the evidence is not on your 
side, when all else fails, call somebody a 
name. Maybe it'll work.” That’s what Senator 
Bedford's up against. 

I am proud to be running on the same 
ticket with a person like Roger Bedford who 
supported our efforts to lower crime and im- 
prove education and who would represent 
good, old-fashioned mainstream Alabama 
values and modern Alabama economic, edu- 
cational, and environmental interests in the 
United States Senate. 

But you have to decide. When they call 
names, you've got to look at the facts. I want 
to balance the budget. I want to finish the 
job. We have cut that deficit 60 percent in 
4 years. I want to finish the job. But we can 
do it while protecting Medicare and Medic- 
aid and investing in education and investing 
in environmental protection. They want to 
pass this big, risky tax scheme that will in- 
crease the deficit, require bigger cuts than 
I vetoed when they shut the Government 
down, raise taxes on 9 million hard-working 
people, and allow companies to raid their 
workers’ pension funds. 

You have to decide. I don’t think you need 
a label on that. You don’t need to call any- 
body any names, just say, “I'm for the right 
kind of balanced budget, and I'm for targeted 
tax cuts.” We can afford tax cuts, but they 
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need to be targeted to help you pay for edu- 
cation, childrearing, buying a first home, pay- 
ing for health insurance. We can afford that, 
and we can pay for it in our balanced budget 
plan. But you have to decide. Will you help 
us build that bridge? You have to decide. 

Eve is toe family values, but do we 
value families? You heard Roger Bedford talk 
about the Family and Medical Leave Act. 
Twelve million families have benefited from 
that, taken a little time off from work when 
a baby was born or a family member was 
sick. 

The other day I was down in Longview, 
Texas—no hotbed of liberalism—{laugh- 
ter|—and I’m shaking hands in the crowd 
and this woman's there with tears in her eyes 
saying, “Mr. President, my husband had can- 
cer, and I was the only one in our family 
working. And he was desperately ill. Because 
of the family and medical leave law I did 
not lose my job, our family was not ruined, 
and we were able to keep going.” That was 
a good thing for America. That’s not against 
American values; that’s for American values. 

The other side led the fight against it. My 
opponent still says it was wrong. I say it ought 
to be expanded to let parents go see their 
children’s teachers once a semester and take 
their kids to the doctor. You have to decide. 

You have to decide what we're going to 
do in health insurance. We worked hard for 
the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill to expand that 
health coverage. Now we want to say in our 
balanced budget plan, paid for, “If you lose 
your job, you’re between jobs, we're going 
to hel you keep your family’s health insur- 
ance for 6 months. We’re going to add an- 
other million kids in low-income working 
families to the ranks of those who have health 
insurance. We’re going to help families who 
are taking care of their parents with Alz- 
heimer’s, get a little respite care so they can 
care for their families and still survive and 
keep their sanity and keep going.” We're 
going to help women on Medicare get regu- 
lar mammograms. And we're not going to 
turn away from medical research. 

We're going to put a billion dollars more 
in medical research. Why? In the last 4 years 
we've doubled the life expectancy of people 
with HIV. We've uncovered two genes that 
cause breast cancer, two genes that will en- 
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able us to detect it earlier and maybe to pre- 
vent it. We have used technology that we use 
in space and intelligence for imaging that will 
help us to detect all kinds of cancers early. 
We have detected unbelievable things about 
strokes; for the first time we've got some 
treatment for strokes, all for medical re- 
search. We now have for the first time in 
history seen movement in the lower leg of 
laboratory animals whose spines were com- 
wee | severed, because nerves were trans- 
erred from the rest of the body to the spines. 
We must continue to legislation that 
pushed the frontiers of lnowtal e and have 
medical research. Will you help us build that 
bridge to the 21st century? [Applause] Will 
you help us, way back there, build that bridge 


to the 21st century? pry 

Most Repictant of are two things to me. 
One is education. We are living in a world— 
let me just give you one example, one tiny 
example of how fast knowledge is exploding. 
We've just signed a contract, the United 
States did, to do a research venture with IBM 
to build in the next couple of years a super- 
computer that will do more calculations in 
one second than you can do on your hand- 
held calculator in 30,000 years. Now, I would 
say in a world where knowledge is increasing 
like that, education is pretty important. I just 
want to talk about three things today. 

Number one, kids can’t learn if they can’t 
read. Forty percent of the 8-year-olds in 
America today cannot read a book on their 
own. I have a proposal to mobilize 30,000 
people—reading tutors, AmeriCorps volun- 
teers—to get a million volunteers to go in 
and help parents and teachers teach our 
young children to read so that by the year 
2000, every 8-year-old in American can pick 
up a book and say, “I can read this all by 
myself.” 

Secondly, I want to hook up every class- 
room and every library in every school in the 
United States to the information super- 
highway by the year 2000, with computers, 
with educational materials, with ‘trained 
teachers, on the Internet, on the World Wide 
Web. Now, for all of you older folks like me 
who are not great computer geniuses, let me 
tell you what that means in practical terms. 

It means that for the very Fest time in his- 
tory—and this is important to us in the 
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South—for the first time in history, the chil- 
dren in the poorest inner-city schools, the 
most remote rural schools will have access 
in the same way, at the same time, at the 
same level of quality, to the same learning 
that the children in the wealthiest school dis- 
tricts in the United States have. It has never 
happened before. Will you help me build 
that bridge to the 21st century? [Applause] 

And finally, as Senator ord said, we 
are going to make college education available 
to every single American of any age who 
needs it. I want to be able to say in ‘the year 
2000 that we've made 2 years of education 
after high school just as universal as a high 
school diploma is today. And I propose to 
do it not by a big, bureaucratic program but 
simply by saying to every American, “If you 
want to go to a community college for 2 
years, you can deduct from your tax bill, dol- 
lar-for-dollar, the cost of a Re community 
college tuition.” It will revolutionize oppor- 
tunity. 

I want to say to people, you can save in 
an IRA, and more families can save in an 
IRA, but they can take the money out with- 
out any tax penalty if they use that money 
to educate their children or themselves, to 
buy a house, or take care of medical care. 
And yes, I'll say it again: I want to make for 
every form of college tuition a tax deduction 
of up to $10,000 a year from now on. Will 
you ay me build that bridge to the 21st 
century? [Applause] 

And finally, will you help me build an envi- 
ronment of security and good values for our 
children? We have to make our children safe 
from gangs and guns and violence and drugs. 
And for our children, it is illegal for them 
to be exposed to tobacco as well, and I’m 
proud that our administration has tried to 
stop that. 

We are putting 100,000 police on the 
street. We supported the safe and drug-free 
schools m so that our children could 
hear e - at drugs are wrong, drugs are 
illegal, Fe can kill you. We have done what 
we could to strengthen our control of our 
borders more than any administration ever 
has. We have also supported, as the mayor 
said, local initiatives, like school uniforms for 
younger children, truancy law enforcement, 
curfews at night. 
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You know why? Because the crime rate 
was going down all 4 years I was President, 
but the crime rate among juveniles, people 
under 18, only started going down last year, 
because the violence rate has been going 
down all 4 years, but the rate of violent crime 
among juveniles only started going down last 
year, because drug use in America has 
dropped dramatically in the last 4 years, co- 
caine use down 30 percent, but drug use 
among children under 18 is still going up. 

There are too many of our children out 
there raising themselves on the street. We 
need to take them back into our bosoms, into 
our homes, into our hearts, and give them 
a chance to live good, positive lives. Will you 
help us build that bridge to the 21st century? 
[Applause] 

I said the other day, and I expected to get 
a lot of grief from it from a lot of young peo- 
ple in America, that even though 90 percent 
of our children were clearly drug-free and 
had never experimented with drugs, I wanted 
to ask them to do something really respon- 
sible to help us find the other 10 percent 
before it’s too late and they're too much trou- 
ble. I think we ought to have a drug test as 
part of the driver's ie rocess in America 
to find those kids and help them before 
they’re in trouble and before it’s too late. Will 
you help us build that bridge to the 21st cen- 
tury? [Applause] 

Now, folks, my opponent has a different 
vision, and I don’t want to get into what they 
said. You don’t have to believe anything bad 
about him to disagree. I was raised to respect 
people. I told somebody the other day—they 
started doing all this, “He’s a_ better 
person—” I said, “I don’t know, but where 
I was raised, my mama would have whipped 
me if I ever said I was better than any 
else.” We were taught never to look down 
on anybody but to look up to everybody and 
try to lift everybody up. We were taught it 
in church and at home. This has nothing to 
do with who’s a good or a bad person. 

I've been in this business for some time 
now, although I’ve only lived in Washington 
4 years. Let me tell you somethin 6 folks, 
nearly everybody I’ve met in public life works 
harder than average and tries to make a dif- 
ference. This is not a question of who’s good 
and bad. It’s a question of what’s right and 
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wrong for our future. I was for the 100,000 
police, and he was opposed to it. I was for 
the Family and Medical Leave Act, and he 
led the fight against it. I’m for making college 
education tax deductible, and he wants to 
eliminate the Department of Education, so 
that they'll be nobody to speak for education 
in the President’s Cabinet as we stand on 
the brink of the 21st century. 

Our economic policies are working. Our 
crime policies are working. And our partner- 
ship with America for opportunity and re- 
sponsibility is working. So I want to say to 
you, Alabama has to decide. Go home to- 
night, ask yourself, what do I want my coun- 
try to look like when we cross that bridge 
to the 21st century? I know what the answer 
will be. Will you help us build that bridge? 
[Applause] Will you help us build it wide 
enough and strong enough for everybody to 
walk across? [A ] Are you proud to be 


an American on the brink of America’s great- 
est days? Do you believe we can make Amer- 
ica even greater? Then you be there on No- 
vember 5th, and we'll do it. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank 


you. 


Norte: The President spoke at 11:18 a.m. in the 
Academic Quadrangle at Birmingham Southern 
se In his remarks, he referred to Neal Berte, 
president, Birmingham Southern College; Johnnie 
Johnson, Birmingham police chief; Mary Lynn 
Bates, candidate for Alabama’s 6th congressional 
district; Bob Gaines, candidate for Alabama’s 2d 
congressional district; Kenneth F. Ingram, can- 
didate for reelection on the Alabama Supreme 
Court; and Elizabeth Ann “Mike” Heflin, wife of 
Senator Howell Heflin. A portion of these remarks 
could not be verified because the tape was incom- 
plete. 


Remarks in Lake Charles, Louisiana 
October 24, 1996 


The President. Hello. Hello, Louisiana; 
hello, Lake Charles. Thank you. Let’s give 
a hand to the bands over here. [Applause] 
Thank you for the music. Thank you. Can 
you hear me way in the back, back there? 

Audience members. Yes! 
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The President. Thank you. Can you hear 
me over by the school buses? Somebody up 
here can hear real well. [Laughter] 

Ladies and gentlemen, I am delighted to 
be back in Lake Charles. I did not know until 
I came up on this platform that I’m the first 
sitting President in history to visit your com- 
munity. All I can say is, if the others had 
seen what I see here today, they would have 
been here a long time ago. Thank you very 
much. Thank you. 

I want to thank Senator Bennett Johnston 
for his career, for his service to Louisiana 
and to the country. I will miss him very 
much. But you know, he was having a good 
time up here. I think he’s enjoying this retire- 
ment. Thank you, John Breaux, for being my 
friend and supporter and for a great leader 
for Louisiana. Thank you, Congressman Cleo 
Fields and Congressman Bill Jefferson, for 
being here. Thank you, Lieutenant Governor 
Kathleen Blanco, Treasurer Ken Duncan, In- 
surance Commissioner Jim Brown, Agri- 
culture Commissioner Bob Odom. Thank 
you all. Thank you, Police Jury President 
Allen August. 

I know that there was speaking here earlier 
for the congressional candidates Hunter 
Lundy and Chris John. As a Democrat, I like 
this Louisiana system, finally because we 
have two people in our Party running for the 
congressional seat here. Congratulations to 
the voters here in this parish. 

I want to say a special word of thanks to 
Mayor Willie Mount for her leadership of 
this community and for what she said about 
Lake Charles and your motto, “moving for- 
ward together.” I want to say a little more 
about that in a minute. But you made us feel 
very welcome here today, Mayor, and we 
thank you. 

I want to thank my good friend Mary 
Landrieu for running for the Senate and 
thank her for embracing and sharing the 
ideals that we’re trying to create for America 
in the 21st century. And I hope every one 
of you will help her to help you in the United 
States Senate in January. 

Let me thank Kent Kresea, the CEO of 
Northrup Grumman, and Jami Lowe. And 
also I'd like to thank Stanley Leger, the direc- 
tor of the SOWELA Tech College, for giving 
Jami the education, the opportunity and so 





Administration of William ]. Clinton, 1996 / Oct. 24 


many others the ype to learn the 
skills they need to get good jobs for the 21st 


9 Let’s thank all three of them. [Ap- 


Let me say—I want to ask you to do one 
other thing. I asked Jami Lowe—every place 
I go I ask a citizen to introduce me. And 
the reason we do that is because I want the 
American people, the young people here in 
this audience, those of you who are reg- 
istered voters, to understand every day that 
there is a connection between what we do 
a long way away in Washington and how you 
live in Lake Charles and the decisions we 
make together shape the future we have to- 
gether. But that’s the first speech Jami Lowe 
ever made, and she had to make it to over 
20,000 people to introduce the President. 
Let’s give her another hand. I think she did 
a remarkable job. [Applause] 

I want to thank all of you here at Northrup 
Grumman who work on the J-STAR’s pro- 
gram. I did see it in action in Bosnia. Last 
month, our Department of Defense decided 
to acquire 19 more J-STAR’s for the United 
States Air Force, and we are trying to per- 
suade our NATO allies to buy them for 
NATO. This morning, the NATO Military 
Committee agreed that we needed an air sur- 
veillance system; now it’s my job to tell them 
what air surveillance system we need, the J— 
STAR’s, and I'll do my best. 

In 1992, I came here to Lake Charles and 
had a town meeting, and I told you if you 
would give me a chance to create more op- 
portunity, create more responsibility among 
the American people, and bring us together 
more, we would better off in 4 years. 
There were 100 people working at Northrup 
Grumman in 1992; there are 1,400 people 
working here today. And that story is re- 
peated all across America as 104% million 
more Americans are at work, more than half 
of them in higher-wage jobs. America’s on 
the right track to the 21st century. We've got 
a 15-year high in homeownership, a 20-year 
low in child poverty. We've got drops in the 
crime rate and 2 million fewer people on wel- 
fare. This country is moving in the right di- 
rection. 

I want to talk to you a little bit today about 
some of the things we need to do. And let’s 
start with Jami Lowe. Most of the people in 
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America who get on welfare do not want to 
stay on it forever. They want to get off and 
go to work. They want to succeed at home 
and at work, the same thing most families 
want in America. We have worked hard with 
States to reduce the welfare rolls. And I 
signed a new welfare reform bill which re- 
quires every State and every community to 
turn the welfare check of every able-bodied 
person in America into a paycheck within 2 
years. That’s exactly what we're going to do 
with more people like Jami Lowe. 

One thing we've done is to make more ab- 
sent parents pay their child support. We've 
increased by 50 percent the child support 
collections in only 4 years. Think of it, we’ve 
gone from $8 to $12 billion a year in just 
4 years, and we’re going to do better in the 
next 4. We can move 800,000 people off wel- 
fare tomorrow if people waits ust pay the 
child support they owe and ioe legally 
bound to pay, and we intend to see that it 
is done. 

But we also know that we have to create 
jobs if we want people to take them. That 
means where there are jobs available, like 
those here at Northrop Grumman for people 
like Jami, there must be education and train- 
ing. That’s why the tech college here de- 
serves a - so support. We intend to continue 
to sup ple with more investments in 
the wnat ca al the American work force. 
I want to make it easier for people to go back 
to work and get the education and training 
they need. 

I have asked Congress to pass a new “GI 
bill” for America’s workers, to create a skills 
grant worth over $2,000 a year to every un- 
employed and grossly underemployed person 
in the country so everybody can go back and 
get the kind of training that Jami had. And 
I hope you will support me in that as we 
try to build our bridge to the 21st apeneny. 

I have offered the American people a spe 
cific plan to move another million folks fron from 
welfare to work by giving special tax credits, 
bonuses to businesses to place people in 
work, by allowing local communities to actu- 
ally give the welfare check to employers for 
a while as a job supplement to train people 
on the job. Folks, we do not have to have 
a welfare system where half the people are 
trapped in dependency forever. We can 
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move all the people who are able-bodied 
from welfare to work and make them a part 
of America’s mainstream society if we're 
committed to doing it together. We're going 
to make people go to work; we've got to cre- 
ate those jobs out there for people to have. 
I hope you’ll help me to create those jobs 
and change welfare forever. 

I'd like to say a special word of thanks here 
in Louisiana to the Goodwill Job Connection. 
They have worked very hard here and in 
Florida to move 1,500 people from welfare 
to work. In Louisiana, 80 percent of them 
are still off welfare after 2 years. I’m telling 
you, folks, don’t believe we can’t change the 
welfare system. We can change it forever and 
for good, and we'll have every American in 
the mainstream, working, raising their chil- 
dren, being of one society, not having 
some isolated forever and trapped in poverty, 
if you will help us and we decide to do it 
together in every community of America. 
Will you do that? [Applause] 

My fellow Americans, this is an important 
election, and you have to decide. The people 
you vote for and the decision you make 
whether to vote will determine what kind of 
future the children in this audience have. 
The kids here today, before you know it, 
they'll be doing jobs that haven’t been in- 
vented yet. A lot of these young kids will be 
doing jobs that have not even been imagined 
yet. The world is changing rapidly. 

You will decide whether we balance our 
budget and keep our economy going, wheth- 
er we do it without gutting our commitment 
to the future through education and environ- 
mental protection, whether we do it without 
undermining the commitments of Medicare 
and Medicaid. You will decide whether we 
have targeted tax cuts to help families edu- 
cate their children and raise them and buy 
a first home and deal with medical emer- 
gencies. You will decide. That’s a big part 
of building a bridge to the 21st century. And 
I hope you will decide, yes, that’s the way 
we have to build that bridge. Will you do 
that? [Applause] 

You will decide whether we continue to 
support policies that help our families suc- 
ceed at home and at work. Twelve million 
people have taken a little time off from work 
when a baby was born or a family member 
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was sick. And we still have record numbers 
of new businesses, record job growth. The 
family and medical leave law has made us 
a stronger, better country. I want to see it 
narrowly expanded so people can go to par- 
ent-teacher conferences with their kids and 
take their family members to doctor's ap- 
pointments. That will make America a 
stronger country. You will decide. I hope you 
will decide to do it . 

You will decide whether we continue to 
move forward on health care reform. Just be- 
fore I left, Congress—we passed a law which 
I’ve been working for hard, which says now 
to people, you cannot be taken—your health 
insurance can’t be taken away anymore just 
because you changed jobs or somebody in 
your family gets sick. That could protect 25 
million Americans in their health insurance. 
And we also passed a law that says insurance 
companies can’t force new mothers and new- 
born babies out of the hospital in 24 hours 
anymore. We’re going to protect that. 

Now, you will decide whether we adopt 
my balanced budget plan, which helps fami- 
lies that lose their jobs or between jobs keep 
health insurance for their children for 6 more 
months. That is your decision, and I hope 
you will decide to help us build that bridge 
to the 21st century. You will decide whether 
we keep putting 100,000 police on our 
streets. It’s led to 4 years of decline in our 
crime rate. You will decide whether we con- 
tinue to help keep our kids away from drugs 
and gangs and guns and violence. You will 
decide whether we continue to support the 
safe and drug-free schools program as we 
have or cut back on it as our opponents have 
proposed. 

Most important of all for these young peo- 
ple here, you will decide whether we make 
a major new commitment to guarantee every 
child in America a world-class education. I 
want you to help me do three things. 

Number one, 40 percent of the 8-year-olds 
in this country can still not read well enough 
on their own, and we know if our children 
can’t read, they can’t keep learning. I pro- 
pose to take 30,000 AmeriCorps volunteers 
and reading specialists to go across this coun- 
try and mobilize a million volunteers to go 
and help the parents and the schools of this 
country, so that by the time we start that 
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new century, every single 8-year-old in 
America can pick up a book and say, “I can 
read this all by myself.” And I want you to 
help me do it. 

The second thing I want you to help me 
do is to make sure that we hook up every 
single classroom and library in the United 
States to the information superhighway by 
the year 2000. Now, if you're older like me, 
and you don’t understand all that computer 
stuff, let me tell you in plain language what 
that means. If we make sure all of our class- 
rooms have computers, educational mate- 
rials, trained teachers, and they're hooked up 
to the Internet and the World Wide Web 
and all these other networks, here’s what that 
means. It means for the first time in history, 
in the poorest school districts in Louisiana 
and Arkansas, in the most remote rural dis- 
tricts in the high plains of the United States, 
in the toughest inner-city school districts— 
for the first time ever in those school dis- 
tricts—in the middle-class districts, in the 
rich districts, in the schools, public and pri- 
vate, for the first time ever, every child will 
have access to the same information, in the 
same way, at the same time. It will revolu- 
tionize education in America, and I want you 
to help me do it for our children and our 
future. 

And the last thing I ask you to do is to 
help me open the doors of college education 
for all. I want to make sure every person in 
this country, of any age, who wants to go back 
to school can do it. I propose to give families 
in this country a tax credit, a dollar-for-dollar 
reduction on their taxes for the costs of the 
typical tuition at a community college or a 
technical school, for 2 years of education 
after high school. I want to let families save 
in an IRA for years but then be able to with- 
draw from it without any tax penalty if they 
use the money for education or buying a 
home or health care. And I want to give the 
families of Louisiana and America a tax de- 
duction of up to $10,000 a year for the cost 
of any college tuition. It should not be taxed, 
the education of our children and of their 

ents, as we move into the information age. 
Will you help me do that? [Applause } 

Folks, when the mayor opened the pro- 
gram, she said that Lake Charles’ motto was 
“moving forward together.” And then I saw 
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this editorial in the morning newspaper that 
says, “Mr. President, this area is a success.” 
And -the editorial said, “Oh, yes, we’ve had 
some help from the Federal Government, 
but most of it we did ourselves with citizen 
spirit.” Well, I agree with that. I agree with 
that. 

But you have to decide whether we're 
going to move forward together and whether 
the President, the Congress, and the Na- 
tional Government are going to be your part- 
ner to help people have the tools to make 
the most of their own lives, to build strong 
careers, strong families, and strong commu- 
nities. I've tried to be that kind of partner. 
I’m proud that this country is better off than 
it was 4 years ago. I’m we're on the right 
track to the 2lst century. And I have run 
a campaign of ideas, not insults, to give you 
the ideas of what I will do in the next 4 years, 
if my contract is renewed in less than 2 weeks 
from today. But you have to decide. You have 
to decide. 

If you want Lake Charles to move forward 
together; if you believe that in order to have 
a successful work environment, you have to 
move forward together; if when you go to 
church on Sunday, you like to be sitting there 
with people who are committed to moving 
forward and learning together; if you believe 
your family has to work by people working 
together, shouldn’t your country work that 
way too? Shouldn’t your country work that 
way too? [Applause] 

You know, there’s been a lot of debate 
about it in this country. But I believe the 
First Lady was right; I think it does take a 
village to raise a child, to build a community, 
to build a country, to build a future. And 
I want you to help us build that village. 

I have said all across America, I am trying 
to build a bridge to the 21st century that is 
wide enough and strong enough for all of 
us to walk across. Louisiana needs that 
bridge. My native State to the north needs 
that bridge. America needs that bridge. We 
dare not walk away from the elderly, from 
the frail, from those who need our help. We 
dare not walk away from our children and 
their future. We do not need to sacrifice our 
environment to grow our economy. 

All we need to do is to make a commitment 
to build that bridge and to move forward to- 
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gether. You've got the right slogan, Lake 
Charles. Let's live by it. Let’s know that our 
responsibility begins by showing up on Tues- 
day, November 5th, to vote for it. And let’s 
build that bridge together to the 21st cen- 
tury. 


ry 
Thank you, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:08 p.m. at 
Northrup Grumman Corp. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to former welfare recipient and Northrup 
Grumman Corp. employee Jami Lowe. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Proclamation 6946—United Nations 
Day, 1996 
October 24, 1996 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Each year we dedicate a day to celebrate 
the United Nations because it represents 
America’s commitment to an institution dedi- 
cated to the promotion of peace and free- 
dom. 

The United Nations was born at the end 
of World War II, as the international commu- 
nity sent ye arp to San Francisco to 
sign the official charter. The world’s sov- 
ereign countries came in search of peace, 
freedom, tolerance, and cooperation after a 
period when many worried that the world 
had lost these ideals forever. These ideals be- 
came—and still remain—the bedrock prin- 
ciples of the United Nations Charter. And 
although the United Nations has not yet real- 
ized all its founders’ aspirations, these ideals 
now touch more people in more nations than 
ever before. 

International cooperation—as exemplified 
by the work of the United Nations—offers 
the opportunity for nations to work together 
in addressing worldwide problems like eth- 
nic, tribal, or interreligious disputes; famine, 
drought, or epidemics; natural disasters, war, 
or refugee crises. On United Nations Day, 
we recognize this unique institution’s role in 
helping individual nations come together as 
a community to make life better for all peo- 


ple. 
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To be sure, as we celebrate its 51st anni- 
versary, the U.N.’s challenges are very dif- 
ferent from those the world faced at the close 
of World War II. But the challenges are real 
and substantial. There are, for example, still 
too many places in the world where failed 
ideologies increase the suffering of people 
rather than making their lives easier; where 
human rights and human dignity are not offi- 
cially recognized; where nuclear weapons re- 
main a threat to the world’s security; where 
honest and impartial observers are needed 
to ensure free democratic elections; and 
where international expertise is needed to re- 
place ecological damage with sustainable de- 
velopment. 

Americans are justifiably proud of the role 
our country played in creating the United 
Nations as part of a network of global institu- 
tions intended to reduce the chances of war 
and economic depression. We continue to 
recognize that, in a world of increasing inter- 
dependence, the United States’ engagement 
and leadership in the United Nations is as 
important now as it has ever been. We will 
also persist in our efforts to achieve the re- 
forms necessary to ensure that the organiza- 
tion is prepared to meet the demands of a 
new era and that we as a Nation honor our 
commitments to our fellow members. 

On this special day, as we honor and cele- 
brate the work of the United Nations, let us 
renew our commitment and determination 
to work with our fellow members to maintain 
international peace and security, to strive for 
a higher quality of life, and to champion 
human rights for all peoples. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 1996, 
as United Nations Day. I encourage all 
Americans to acquaint themselves with the 
activities and accomplishments of the United 
Nations and to observe this day with appro- 
priate ceremonies, programs, and activities 
furthering the goal of international coopera- 
tion. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Oct. 24 


the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and twenty-first. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 25, 1996] 


NoTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 28. 


Remarks in Marrero, Louisiana 
October 24, 1996 


Thank you. Thanks. Thank you very much. 
Well, let me—I was listening to Yvonne 
McPherson talk, wondering if she was Rev- 
erend McPherson. [Laughter] And when she 
really got stirred up I thought, if this lady 
passes the plate we're all going to leave here 
broke. [Laughter] 

Thank you. Thank you for your wonderful, 
wonderful words and your wonderful exam- 
ple. Thank you, Lieutenant Rénee Washing- 
ton, for your 18 years and for the work you're 
doing to make our children safer and for your 
great remarks. I want to thank all of you for 
making all of us who don’t live here feel so 
welcome tonight. 

I understand the West Jefferson High 
School Band played. I thank them for that. 
I want to thank Congressman Cleo Fields for 
coming with me tonight and for all the work 
he’s doing on our behalf. Thank you. My 
good friend Congressman Bill Jefferson, who 
ae both sides of the river here, and that’s 

litics. Sometimes it’s not good in pub- 
a life to straddle the fence, but I picked 
up pretty quick it’s a good thing to straddle 
this river. [Laughter] If his in-laws hadn’t 
been from here, I think he would have 
moved them over here just to make sure he 
was covered. 

Thank you, my good friend Senator John 
Breaux, for all you do for Louisiana and all 
you've done for me. Thank you, and God 
bless you, sir. Thank you, Mary Landrieu, for 
running for the Senate and for standing up 
for what is right and suppo our crime 
program. Thank you. An Sherif thank you. 
I want to thank everybody in the sheriff's de- 
partment who's worked on this program. I 
understand that Deputy Chief Gus Clavery 
has done a lot of work on it and others have. 
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But this STAR program is an example of an 
issue that I think is very important. 

When I ran for President, I found people 
all over America frustrated and angry by the 
crime problem but nearly resigned to it. 
There were no new ideas in many places, 
so people said, “Just throw the book at them 
and leave me alone and I'll duck and dodge 
the bullets’—everywhere. But there were, 
thank goodness, a number of local leaders 
in law enforcement like Harry Lee—there 
isn’t really nobody like Harry Lee, but you 
know what I mean. [Laughter] People that— 
I wasn’t going to say this, but I’m going to 
say this. As you know, it’s fairly well known 
throughout the country that I enjoy a meal 
now and then. [Laughter] And last time I 
came to New Orleans—I always love to come 
here, and I’m always angry if they make me 
leave without eating when I’m in here. So 
Harry took John Breaux and me to lunch, 
and I was finally with somebody I didn’t have 
to be a bit embarrassed by enjoying my lunch 
with. I loved it. I loved it. And we had a 
good one, didn’t we, Sheriff? [Laughter] 

But the important thing—let me get back 
to this. Law enforcement leaders like H 
Lee who understood—and I found them all 
around America—that it wasn’t only impor- 
tant to do things right, it was important to 
do the right things, which is very different. 
It was one thing for a person with a badge 
and a uniform on to look tough, be strong, 
and not do anything wrong and quite another 
thing for a person to always be searching out 
new ideas, ways to involve people in not only 
solving crime but preventing crimes in the 
first place. 

You heard him say up here when he 
talked—he just picked up on something I 
mentioned at lunch about the way New York 
City had dramatically lowered the crime rate 
by radically increasing its ability to move law 
enforcement officers around every day 
among neighborhoods based on where the 
crime was moving. So I come—the next time 
I come to Louisiana, he tells me he’s insti- 
tuted the same thing. That’s what we need, 
local leadership, citizens like Yvonne 
McPherson, dedicated officers like Rénee 
Washington, and law enforcement leaders 
like Harry Lee who want to do the right 
things as well as do things right. 
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And I was astonished when I ran for Presi- 
dent the extent to which people on the one 
hand were screaming for something to be 
done about crime and on the other hand, 
absolutely believed nothing could be done 
about it. Deep down inside they had sort of 
given up, but they wanted us to make the 
right moves and make some right noises but 
they didn’t really believe we could take our 
streets, our schools, our neighborhoods, and 
ultimately, our children back. 

And I began to see things that changed 
my mind. I’ve told this story a lot of times, 
but I made a good friend one night early 
in 1992 when I was dropping in the polls 
in New Hampshire and people were writing 
my obituary. I went to New York City to a 
fundraiser, and frankly, I was a pretty sad 
case. I was feeling sorry for myself. And I 
was walking through the kitchen to get 
around like we sometimes do, to get around 
to where I was going to give the speech. 

And a Greek immigrant Sah 9: wether’s 
uniform stopped me. And he said, “Now, Mr. 
President, my son is 10. He’s in the fifth 
grade; he studies this election. He says I 
should vote for you, so I think I will vote 
for you, if you will do one thing for me.” 
I said, “What do you want?” He said, “I want 
to make my boy free.” And I said, “Well, 
sir,” I said, “Mr. Theofanis, this is a democ- 
racy.” He said, “Yes it is, but my boy is not 
free.” He said, “Where I lived before, I was 
poor, much poorer than I am here in New 
York. But at least we were free. Here, across 
the street from our apartment in New York, 
there is this beautiful park. I can’t let my 
child go to the park unless I go with him. 
I’m lucky I live only 2 blocks from the school 
and it’s actually quite a good school, but my 
boy can’t walk down the street to the school 
unless I go with him. So I'll vote for you, 
but you have to make my boy free.” 

And I heard stories like this all over Amer- 
ica. But I also saw neighborhoods in Los An- 
geles where the police had cut the response 
time down to 2 minutes. I saw streets in 
Philadelphia that had been infested by gangs 
and drugs, where neighborhood groups had 
worked with the police to take their streets 
back. And just a little bit, here and there I 
would see these glimmers of hope, and I 


promised myself that if I got elected Presi- 
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dent, I was going to take the politics out of 
crime and try to put the police and the peo- 
ple back into the business of lowering the 
crime rate and bringing safety back to Amer- 
ica and restoring fundamental freedom. 

Now, the crime bill that you've heard ev- 
erybody brag on—I appreciate that, all the 
credit they're trying to give me. All I did was 
take the politics out of crime. All we did was 
to let law enforcement people and commu- 
nity activists, like the folks that have spoken 
tonight, tell us what the Federal Government 
ought to do to be a good partner to help 
communities take their streets back and give 
their kids a future back. That is all we did. 

But as it turned out, that was quite a lot, 
because for 6 years, the debate in Washing- 
ton had been a bunch of rhetoric and who 
could talk the toughest and who could do 
the least because they we didn’t want any- 
thing to make any of the organized groups 
mad. And the problem was, nothing ever got 
done. So all we did was to let law enforce- 
ment officials, in effect, tell us what ought 
to be done, let community activists tell us 
what ought to be done; that’s what the 94 
crime bill was about. 

It’s been a remarkable 4 years in the area 
of fighting crime. In this crime bill, we 
agreed that over a 5-year period, we'd fund 
100,000 police. After only 2 years, we've 
funded almost half of them, so we’re ahead 
of schedule and under budget. As the sheriff 
said, there were no strings in this bill except 
one. There was just one string—the money 
had to be spent to hire law enforcement offi- 
cers who would go on the street, not behind 
a desk. That was the only string. We said, 
“You figure out who to hire; you figure out 
how to train them; you decide how to deploy 
them; you decide how you're going to relate 
to the community. It’s all your decision. We 
don’t know in Washington how to do that.” 

But we do know that in 30 years the violent 
crime rate has tripled and the police forces 
have only gone up by 10 percent in this coun- 
try. There’s no way you could do it. We had 
place after place after place that were more 
violent without any more police officers and 
they were covering less because they had to 
go around two at a time and then they had 
to get in the car, so n was on the street. 
And we were losing the battle because we 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Oct. 24 


weren't doing the right things. So that’s all 
we tried to do. ; 

We also passed a “three strikes and you're 
out” law for people who are prosecuted in 
Federal court for serious crimes. They do it 
a third time, they're not eligible for parole, 
not ever—and life imprisonment. We passed 
the capital punishment for drug kingpins and 
people who kill our law enforcement officers 
in the line of duty. We passed a strong safe 
and drug-free schools program to give our 
little children something to say yes to, to put 
more of those D.A.R.E. officers and other 
— out there in the classrooms when the 

ids were in grade school, saying — are 
wrong, drugs are illegal, drugs can kill you. 

We also—we're giving schools more funds 
to stay open later. I’ve fought to maintain 
the summer jobs program, I’ve fought to try 
to give our young people something to say 
yes to. I’m now trying to make sure we open 
the doors of college education to everybody, 
so no young person has to worry about 
whether they'll be able to afford to go to col- 
lege if they stay in school and stay off drugs 
_and stay out of trouble and make their 

grades. I think that’s important. That’s im- 
portant. 

We've also tried to support more people, 
like Yvonne, in citizens groups. Over the next 
4 years, we're going to try to mobilize another 
million volunteers to work with the police 
to get the crime rate down. San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, has the lowest crime rate of any of 
the 10 big cities in America, even though it’s 
right on the border where we're constantly 
fighting illegal immigration and people trying 
to bring drugs across the border. They still 
have—in any of the 10 biggest cities, they've 
got the lowest crime rate. 

Why? One reason is, they have hundreds 
and hundreds of retired people who work in 
these citizens groups with the police not only 
to catch criminals, but to keep crime from 
happening in the first place, watching out for 
the little kids on the street, watching out for 
their neighbors. They know whenever some- 
body’s gone on vacation, they watch their 
homes and they work together. 

So this is something we’ve got to do to- 
gether. There’s more to be done. We have 
to continue to support these police officers. 
You know, Harry Lee and I were laughing— 
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I once had a lifetime membership in the 
NRA; I think it’s been revoked now because 
I stood up for the Brady bill. But we didn’t 
take any guns away from hunters or sports- 
men, not a single one. We haven't done that. 
But at least 60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalk- 
ers couldn’t get guns. Now if you beat u 
your wife or your kids, you can’t get a hand- 
gun under the new law. It’s a good thing. 
It’s a oe thing. [Applause] I would op 

any effort to undermine my ability to duck 
hunt—{laughter|—or anybody’s ability to be 
a championship skeet shooter or to do any- 
thing else that’s appropriate and legal. But 
I still think we ought to ban those bullets 
that are build only for one purpose, to pierce 
the bullet-proof vests that our police officers 
wear. I don’t see why we need those things 
out there. 

Let me tell you, we just started this pro- 
gram 2 years ago, as I said, when I signed 
the crime bill in 1994. Today I met with the 
first—the family of the first one of the police 
officers hired under our crime bill, killed in 
the line of duty. I met here in Louisiana, 
in Lake Charles—I met with that officer’s 
widow and two beautiful, beautiful young 
sons. And I thought to myself, you know, if 
people like these folks here are going to put 
their lives on the line for us, the least we 
can do is tell them if they put on a bullet- 

roof vest, it will protect them from being 
illed. That’s the least we can do for them. 

And so what I want you to believe is, num- 
ber one, this is not an accident, what Harry 
Lee said about reducing the violent crime 
rate and the crime rate by 85 percent. That 
is not an accident. That happened because 
people did the right things. The second thing 
I want you to believe is the Federal Govern- 
ment, your President, and the Congress; we 
can make a difference, and we are. But we're 
not doing it because of our political connec- 
tions or philosophy. We're doing it because 
we took the politics out of crime. The third 
thing I want you to know is this could all 
be reversed. In the budget I vetoed last year, 
that the majority in Congress passed—they 
eliminated the 100,000 police program. 
Again, I had to stop them from trying to cut 
back on it. For reasons I do not understand, 
they do not believe in it. They tried to cut 
the safe and drug-free schools program in 
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half. Drug use is going down in America, 
folks, big time. But drug use among children 
under 18 is still going up. The last thing we 
need to do is to cut in on safe and drug- 
free schools effort. We need more adults in 
those schools talking to those kids. 

And my newest proposal, which is prob- 
ably going to get me in troubie with some 
of the young people in America, but I want 
to say, look, 90 percent of our kids are drug- 
free and we need to support them and we 
need to lift up the kids and we need 
to give them something to say yes to. I want 
to say that again. We need to say it. But I’m 
going to ask those 90 percent to do some- 
thing that may be unpopular with them. I’m 
going to ask them to go along with my pro- 
ae to get every State in the country to 
make a drug test _ of getting a driver's 
license so we can find the other 10 percent 
and save their lives and help them and give 
them a chance for the future. 

I say again, you deserve most of the credit 
here, the sheriff, Lieutenant Washington, 
Yvonne McPherson, all of you that work in 
this, these police officers. You deserve the 


credit. But we have to do our _ And we 


have tried to do our part. And I want you 
to sustain this effort by what you say on No- 
vember 5th. And I know what Mary Landrieu 
will say; she'll stay with us. She'll support us. 
And that’s important. 

So I want you to help by sending people 
to Washington who will continue to take 
crime fighting out of politics and give it back 
to the people of every neighborhood in 
America. That’s important, and Mary will do 
that. That’s important. And I want you to 
continue to support these efforts here. But 
just remember this; if you don’t remember 
anything else remember this: This is an ex- 
ample of what we can do when we stop talk- 
ing and start acting and when we reach across 
the lines that divide us and join hands and 
agree on things that we all agree on. We do 
not have to put up with unacceptable rates 
of crime and violence. We do not have to 
put up with what I have seen in America. 

We're almost to Halloween now. Just a 
couple of years ago in Baltimore—where the 
mayor has labored mightily on this—there 
was this wonderful young man, 17 years old, 
his whole life before him, took two little kids 
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out trick-or-treating so they would be safe. 
And somebody shot him from across the 
street and ended his life just for kicks. Last 
year in Washington, in a suburb, a 13-year- 
old honor student standing innocently at a 
school bus stop—a city bus stop, shot down 
just because he happened to be standing in 
the wrong place in a drive-by shooting. You 
don’t have to put up with that. You don’t 
have to give up your children to that. You 
don’t have to do that. We can make a dif- 
ference. 

We are making a difference, and you're 
making a difference here. And I will do my 
best for 4 more years to make sure we have 
4 more years of declining crime here in Jef- 
ferson Parish. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 8:33 p.m. at the 
Marrero Action Playground. In his remarks, he 
referred to Yvonne McPherson, who introduced 
the President. A tape was not available for verifica- 
tion of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks in Atlanta, Georgia 
October 25, 1996 


The President. Thank you. Thank you 
very much. Hello, Atlanta. Are you feeling 
good? You made the sun come out. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I am delighted to 
be in Atlanta and in Georgia. I thank all of 
you for being here, but I want to say a special 
word of thanks to those who have helped this 
be a great youth day for our campaign all 
across America. We're talking to young 
Americans about their future. 

So let’s give this great band Cracker an- 
other hand. Didn’t they do a good job? [Ap- 
plause] And | thank my long-time supporter 
Michael Stipe from R.E.M. for coming here. 
Thank you, Michael. Thank you, Kathleen 
Bertrand, for singing the National Anthem 
so beautifully. And thank you, Becky 
Ahmann, for giving us an example of the fu- 
ture we are trying to build in your own life. 
She gave a good speech, didn’t she? She’s 
out doing this for a living. 

I thank all the distinguished Georgians 
who are here, but one especially. Thank you, 
Coretta Scott King, for coming today to be 
with us. Thank you. Mayor Campbell, thank 
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you for your indefatigable enthusiasm and for 

your positive leadership of this great city. 

Billy Payne, thank you bor your support and 

for making the Atlanta games the greatest 

— in the history of the Olympics. You 
id a brilliant job. 

To all the political leaders who are here, 
the State elected officials, Congresswoman 
Cynthia McKinney and the others who are 
here—she’s still fighting, and she’s going to 
be rewarded on election day—I thank you 
all. 

Georgia has given many great leaders to 
America: Martin Luther King; President 
Jimmy Carter; my great friend of many years, 
John Lewis, who talked about building his 
own bridges today; Zell Miller who has given 
the Nation an idea with the HOPE scholar- 
ships in Georgia. But when the history of this 
era is written, there will be few people who 
have made the contribution to our security 
and our future that Senator Sam Nunn has, 
and we are all in his debt. Sam Nunn was 
one of the first people who convinced me 
that we ought to as a national service pro- 
gram to give young people a chance to serve 


in their communities and earn their way 
through college, and 60,000 young Ameri- 
cans have been oe of AmeriCorps. Thank 


you, Sam Nunn, for that. 

Sam Nunn led the fight to get Congress 
to appropriate funds to help the Russians pay 
to tear up their nuclear missiles and their 
nuclear missile sights. And he’s one of the 
big reasons that there are no Russian missiles 
targeted at the young people of the United 
States of America today. Thank you, Senator 
Sam Nunn. 

And Georgia is about to be given a chance 
to add another person to the list of distin- 
guished nationally significant servants of the 
people of this great State and our country. 
And I hope you will send Max Cleland to 
the United States Senate. 

You know, every time we have an election, 
someone stands up and starts talking about 
sacrifice and serving your country. I think we 
all know that Max Cleland knows something 
about sacrifice and serving our country. And, 
yet, he just kept on giving. He never quit 
giving to America. And 


[At this point, there was a disturbance in the 
audience. | 
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The President. You all relax—when peo- 
ple don’t have a side of their own to make, 
they try to shout their opponents down. Just 
relax. Just relax. 

Let me tell you, Max Cleland has kept on 
giving for a lifetime, with a smile on his face 
and a song in his heart, always reaching out 
his hand to other people. Now, the other 
side, their idea of sacrifice is to take Head 
Start away from 5-year-olds, college loans 
away from students, to take the environment 
away from all of our people, and to weaken 
our future economy for short-term promises. 
I think Max Cleland’s idea of service to 
America is the right one, and I believe Geor- 
gians will agree. [Applause] Thank you. 

Now, you know, I want to talk most, if 
anything, to the young people today. This is 
your election, and we need you. You have 
most of your tomorrows in front of you, you 
have your future out there ahead of you, and 
you have to decide about that. I appreciate 
what Senator Nunn said about the last 4 
years. It is true that we're better off than 
we were. It is true that we have more jobs, 
that the other side talked about being con- 
servative but our administration is the first 
one to take the deficit down in each of our 
4 years in the 20th century. 

It is true that the other guys talked about 
how bad big old Federal Government was, 
but it’s our administration working with our 
allies in Congress who has cut the size of 
the Federal Government, the number of reg- 
ulations, the number of Government pro- 
grams, and we have privatized more Govern- 
ment operations than the last two Republican 
administrations did in 12 years combined. 
That’s the truth. 

But there is a difference. We still believe 
that we have responsibilities to move forward 
together. And that’s what oe have to decide, 
all you young people, whether you want a 
future in which you're told, “You're on your 
own, and we hope you have a nice life,” or 
whether you believe it does take a village to 
raise a child, protect the environment, and 
build a future. You have to decide. You have 
to decide. 

What is this future of yours going to be 
like? Well, we know it will be dominated by 
information and technology. We know that 
ideas and information and money and tech- 
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nology will move around the world in a split 
second. We know that the borders that divide 
us will increasingly come down and we'll be 
drawn closer together with people all around 
the world. We know there will be new secu- 
rity threats even as the cold war fades away, 
terrorism, the proliferation of chemical and 
biological and other sophisticated weapons. 
We know that ethnic and racial and religious 
hatreds can cross national borders. We know 
all that. 

And we know that there will be new chal- 
lenges to the way we work and live and relate 
to each other. We know today, already, that 
most rents, even parents with very com- 
fortable incomes, face repeated challenges in 
fulfilling their obligations to their children as 

arents and succeeding in the workplace. We 

now there will be a Lot of changes. When 
Becky Ahmann was up here talking, she told 
you how she was able to leave her business 
in New York, move to Georgia, and keep 
working for her business in New York by 
working at home. 

When I became President, there were 3 
million Americans doing that; today there are 
over 12 million Americans like Becky 
Ahmann. When we start that new century 
just 4 years from now, there will be 30 million 
Americans like her. that’s how fast we're 
changing. We know we’re pushing back the 
frontiers of knowledge. We have funded a 
project with IBM to develop a supercom- 
puter in the next couple of years that will 
do more calculations in a second than you 
can do on your hand-held calculator in 
30,000 years. 

We have the seen for the first time in his- 
tory laboratory animals with their spines 
completely severed having movement in 
their lower limbs because of nerve trans- 
plants from other parts of their body to their 
spines. It’s just a matter of time until we can 
do that for Americans and for people all over 
the world. We have uncovered, in the last 
4 years, two of the genes which cause breast 
cancer. It’s just a matter of time until we 
have the earliest possible detection and even- 
tually prevention. Because of the space pro- 

am—because of the space program we 
have developed sophisticated imaging tech- 
nology that soon we can put across dened 
bodies and find cancers in their very incip- 
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iency so that we'll be able to save more lives 
than ever before. We have more than dou- 
bled the life expectancy for people who have 
HIV and AIDS in the last 4 years; it’s on 
the verge of becoming a chronic illness. 

These things have happened. That is the 
world we have to prepare for. And that is 
the world you must decide about. And so I 
say to you: If you want to have a future and 
a world like that, like I do, where everybody 
has a chance to live up to their God-given 
capacity, where everyone who is responsible 
should have a chance to live out their dreams, 
where everybody respects everyone else’s 
right to work and live and we come together 
in a community, we're not divided, race 
against race, man against woman, among 
each other, if that is the America you want, 
then you have some responsibilities, too. 

You must decide whether you want to bal- 
ance the budget to keep our economy grow- 
ing while we protect our investments in edu- 
cation, the environment, Medicare, Medic- 
aid, and research or whether you want to 
adopt a risky scheme that will blow a hole 
in the deficit, require bigger cuts in those 
things, and take us backward. That is your 
decision. The young people of America must 
decide that. 

You must decide whether you believe we 
can improve the environment and grow the 
economy. I know we can. Today, the air is 
cleaner, your drinking water is safer, your 
food is safer, we have set aside more lands 
for national parks. We are saving the Florida 
Everglades. We protected Yellowstone Park 
from a Dole mine. But we are also making 
America economically healthier. And if you 
will help me, I'll do something I know is close 
to John Lewis’ heart. In the next 4 years 
we’re going to clean up 500 more toxic waste 
sights so our kids will be growing up next 
to parks, not poison. 

This is an important election for young 
people. You will have to decide whether we 
are going to reform a welfare system in a 
way that gives poor people a real chance. It’s 
one thing to say to people, you must go to 
work if you’re able-bodied. It’s quite another 
thing to go to work. There has to be a job 
at the end of that requirement. And I’m com- 
mitted to doing that. You will have to decide. 
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More than anything else, you will have to 
decide if you really believe now that we've 
gotten the crime down to a 10-year low— 
the crime rate has gone down 4 years in a 
row in America. We can actually make our 
streets safe again, if we do more to prevent 
our kids from getting in trouble in the first 
place, to finish the job of putting 100,000 
police on the street, to keep the safe and 
drug-free schools program alive in our 
schools. The other side wants to cut back on 
all that. It is your decision. I think you want 
safe streets, a drug-free youth, and a safe 
school program. You will have to decide. 

More than anything else, your decision— 
your decision about what kind of educational 
a we offer to the American peo- 
ple will shape the future. I want an America 
in which we have a country where every 
classroom and every library and every school 
is hooked up to the information super- 
highway. Will you help us do that? [Ap- 
plause) 

I want an America where, for the first time 
in history, children in the poorest and small- 
est rural school districts in Georgia and Ar- 
kansas have access at the same time in the 
same way at the same level of quality to the 
same information children in the wealthiest, 
best funded school districts in America have. 
Will you help us do that? [Applause] 

And we can build an America in which for 
the first time every single person who is will- 
ing to work for it can go on to college. Under 
our plan, we propose to give people a tax 
credit, a dollar-for-dollar reduction on their 
taxes to give up to 2 years of college and 
make it as universal as high school is today, 
an American version of Georgia’s Hope 
scholarship. Will you help us do that? [Ap- 
plause] We propose in our balanced budget 
plan to give people a tax deduction of up 
to $10,000 a year for any kind of college tui- 
tion. Will you help us do that? [Applause] 

But we also need your help to do some 
things. Forty percent of the 8-year-olds in 
America today, 40 percent of them can still 
not read a book on their own. All these chil- 
dren I want to go to college; all these chil- 
dren we want to fool with the computers. 
If they can’t read, they can’t succeed. I have 
proposed to put together one million volun- 
teers so that we can help the parents and 
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the schools of this country, so that in 4 years 
every 8-year-old in the United States can pick 
up a book and say, “I can read this al by 
myself, all by myself.” And I challenge 

of you 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. all of you young peo- 
ple to help us do that. I challenge you to 
volunteer in this community, in communities 
all across Georgia to help us do that. We have 
60,000 now, people serving in AmeriCorps. 
More of them will do it. Last month, just 
before the Congress adjourned, they ap- 
proved my request for a huge increase in the 
number of students who can be in work stu 
programs while working their way throu 
college. 

Today, I propose that 100,000 of those 
work study students join the America Reads 
initiative and make up 10 percent of those 
million volunteers we n I want you to 
support that. I want you to tell me that you 
will help to teach a child to read, to help 
people in this community who need it, to 
make this community one. 

You know, one of the most impressive 
things I know about Senator Nunn is that 
his daughter was one of the founders of 
Hands On Atlanta. And a lot of you have 
probably been part of that, but that’s the last 
point I want to make to you today. ‘ 

Senator Nunn brushed over it, but you 
think about how much time as your President 
I spend dealing with people around the world 
who are killing each other and killing each 
other’s children because they refuse to get 
along, because they think they have to hate 
each other because they have religious or 
ethnic or racial or tribal differences, people 
in Rwanda, in Burundi, people in Bosnia, 
people in Northern Ireland, people in the 
Middle East, people in Haiti. Why can’t owt 
ple get along? Why do thay have to look 
down on each other? Why do they have to 
think they’re good because someone else is 
bad? 

The of America that will carry us into 
the roa ats more than scientific discov- 
ery, more than computers, more than any- 
thing else is—look around this crowd. We've 
got people here from everywhere. And we 
learned an important lesson—we learned an 
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important lesson in the civil rights struggle 
that we can now take into a much more di- 
verse country than we were in the fifties and 
sixties. 

When I was with Billy Payne and Governor 
Miller and Mayor Campbell and we opened 
the Olympics and Hillary and Chelsea came 
with me, there were people from 192 dif- 
ferent racial, national, and ethnic groups here 
for the Olympics. Our biggest county, Los 
Angeles County, has people from over 150 
of those places in one American county— 
one. 

So I say to you, the most important thing 
is that we have to prove we're not going to 
be like all those other countries. That’s why 
I stood up against those church burnings. 
That's why, after the terrible tragedy of Okla- 
homa City, I asked the American people to 
stop hating public servants who happen to 
work for their Federal Government because 
we have to say in America, “Hey, we're all 
in this together. If you believe in the Con- 
stitution and the Bill of Rights, if you're will- 
ing to show up tomorrow and do your job, 
you're a part of our America. We don’t need 
to know anything else about you. We don’t 
need to know anything else about you.” 

I want all of us to be able to say, “We 
don’t need to look down on anybody else to 
feel good about ourselves and our families 
and our future.” And I want all of us to say, 
“We believe that we have an obligation to 
serve as citizens to help our children to read, 
to deal with the other problems in our com- 
munity, to save the generation of our young 
people who are in trouble still today because 
they’re more vulnerable to gangs and guns 
and drugs and other problems that threaten 
their future. We're going to help them, and 
we're going to do it together.” 

That's the big question in this election. Do 
you believe we ought to build a bridge to 
the future we can all walk across? [Applause] 
Do you want that to be the future for you 
and your children in the 21st century? [Ap- 
plause| Are you prepared to do what it takes 
to help us build that bridge? [Applause] You 
be there on November 5th, and we'll build 
it together. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 
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Note: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. in 
Woodruff Park. In his remarks, he referred to mu- 
sician Michael Stipe; civil rights activist Coretta 
Scott King; Mayor Bill Campbell of Atlanta; Billy 
Payne, president and chief executive officer, At- 
lanta Committee for the Olympic Games; Rep- 
resentative John Lewis; and Gov. Zell Miller of 
Georgia. 
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The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 





October 19 

In the evening, the President attended a 
Democzatic National Committee dinner at 
the Mayflower Hotel. 


October 20 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Newark, NJ. In the afternoon, he traveled 
to Teaneck, NJ, and Tarrytown, NY. 

In the evening, the President attended a 
Presidential Unity Fund celebration at a pri 
vate residence. Later, he attended a Demo- 
cratic National Committee reception at the 
Sheraton New York Hotel in New York City. 
The President then traveled to Cleveland, 
OH, arriving after midnight. 


October 21 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
a luncheon for the Ohio Coordinated Cam- 
paign at Classics Restaurant in Cleveland, 
OH. He then traveled to Detroit, MI. 

In the evening, the President attended a 
Democratic National Committee reception 
for Senator Carl Levin and a dinner for the 
Michigan Coordinated Campaign at the Fox 
Theater. 


October 22 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Miami, FL. In the evening, he attended a 
Democratic National Committee dinner at 
the Biltmore Hotel. 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 


October 23 

In the morning, the President attended a 
reception for the General Election Legal and 
Compliance Fund at the Biltmore Hotel in 
Miami. He then traveled to Daytona Beach, 
FL. In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 

In the evening, the President attended 
Presidential Unity Fund celebrations at the 
Sheraton Washington Hotel and at a private 
residence in McLean, VA. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Massachusetts and ordered Federal funds to 
supplement Commonwealth and local recov- 
ery efforts in the area struck by extreme 
weather conditions and flooding on October 
20 and continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
California and ordered Federal funds to sup- 
plement State and local recovery efforts in 


the area struck by severe fires beginning on 
October 21. 


October 24 

In the morning, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with Leah Rabin, widow 
of slain Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Is- 
rael, to mark the first anniversary of the 
Prime Minister's death according to the Jew- 
ish lunar calendar. Later in the morning, the 
President traveled to Birmingham, AL. In 
the afternoon, he traveled to Lake Charles, 
LA. In the evening, he traveled to New Orle- 
ans, LA. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Dave Nolan Brown to the National 
Council on Disability. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Maine and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms, heavy rains, 
high winds, and inland and coastal flooding 
on October 20 and continuing. 


October 25 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Atlanta, GA. In the evening, he traveled to 
Macon, GA. Later, he returned to Washing- 
ton, DC. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Massachusetts and ordered Federal aid to 
supplement Commonwealth and local recov- 
ery efforts in the areas struck by extreme 
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weather conditions and flooding on October 
20 and continuing. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





NoTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 
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of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements 





Released October 21 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry, Clinton/Gore °96 
Press Secretary Joe Lockhart, and White 
House Director of Political Affairs Doug 
Sosnik 


Released October 22 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry, NSC Deputy Press 
Secretary Dave Johnson, and NSC Senior 
Director for European Affairs Sandy 
Vershbow on the President’s remarks on for- 
eign policy in Detroit, MI 


Released October 23 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry, Clinton/Gore °96 
Press Secretary Joe Lockhart, and White 
House Director of Political Affairs Doug 
Sosnik 


Advance text of remarks by National Security 
Adviser Anthony Lake to the Japan-America 
Society 
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Released October 24 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry and White House Di- 
rector of Political Affairs Doug Sosnik 


Released October 25 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry, Deputy Assistant to 
the President for Economic Policy Gene 
Sperling, Clinton/Gore "96 Deputy Cam- 
paign Manager Ann Lewis, and White House 
Director of Political Affairs Doug Sosnik 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved October 19 


H.R. 632 / Public Law 104-308 
To enhance fairness in compensating owners 


of patents used by the United States 


H.R. 1281 / Public Law 104-309 
To express the sense of the Congress that 
United States Government agencies in pos- 
session of records about individuals who are 
alleged to have committed Nazi war crimes 
should make these records public 


H.R. 1874 / Public Law 104-310 
To modify the boundaries of the Talladega 
National Forest, Alabama 


H.R. 3155 / Public Law 104-311 

To amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
by designating the Wekiva River, Seminole 
Creek, and Rock Springs Run in the State 
of Florida for study and potential addition 
to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Sys- 
tem 


H.R. 3249 / Public Law 104-312 

To authorize appropriations for a mining in- 
stitute or institutes to develop domestic tech- 
nological capabilities for the recovery of min- 
erals from the Nation’s seabed, and for other 
purposes 
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H.R. 3378 / Public Law 104-313 
Indian Health Care Improvement Technical 
Corrections Act of 1996 


H.R. 3568 / Public Law 104-314 

To designate 51.7 miles of the Clarion River, 
located in Pennsylvania, as a component of 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System 


H.R. 3632 / Public Law 104-315 

To amend title XIX of the Social Security 
Act to repeal the requirement for annual resi- 
dent review for nursing facilities under the 
Medicaid program and to require resident 
reviews for mentally ill or mentally retarded 
residents when there is a significant change 
in physical or mental condition 


H.R. 3864 / Public Law 104-316 
General Accounting Office Act of 1996 


S. 1887 / Public Law 104-317 
Federal Courts Improvement Act of 1996 


H.R. 3910 / Public Law 104-318 
Emergency Drought Relief Act of 1996 


H.R. 4036 / Public Law 104-319 
Human Rights, Refugee, and Other Foreign 
Relations Provisions Act of 1996 


H.R. 4194 / Public Law 104-320 
Administrative Dispute Resolution Act of 
1996 


H.J. Res. 193 / Public Law 104-321 
Granting the consent of Congress to the 
Emergency Management Assistance Com- 
pact 


H.J. Res. 194 / Public Law 104-322 
Granting the consent of the Congress to 
amendments made by Maryland, Virginia, 
and the District of Columbia to the Washing- 
ton Metropolitan Area Transit Regulation 
Compact 


S. 342 / Public Law 104-323 
Cache La Poudre River Corridor Act 


S. 1004 / Public Law 104-324 
Coast Guard Authorization Act of 1996 


S. 1194 / Public Law 104-325 


Marine Mineral Resources Research Act of 
1996 
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S. 1649 / Public Law 104-326 


Irrigation Project Contract Extension Act of 
1996 


S. 2183 / Public Law 104-327 

To make technical corrections to the Per- 
sonal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 


S. 2198 / Public Law 104-328 

To provide for the Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations to continue in 
existence, and for other purposes 


H.R. 1087 / Private Law 1044 
For the relief of Nguyen Quy An 


Approved October 20 


H.R. 1776 / Public Law 104-329 


United States Commemorative Coin Act of 
1996 




















Editor’s Note: The President was in Macon, GA, on October 25, the closing date of this issue. 


Releases and announcements issued by the Office of the Press Secretary but not received in time 
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